THOMAS HOOKER
THE FOUNDER OF HARTFORD
     Thomas Hooker was born in England around 1586. He was educated at Emmanuel College, Cambridge and became head of a small church in 1620. He was a popular and powerful preacher.  However, William Laud, Bishop of London, did not approve of his outspoken views. Hooker and his friends claimed the right to preach the word of God, as set forth in Holy Scripture, according to their consciences.
     By 1628, Bishop Laud was determined to silence Hooker, who faced charges in the church courts.  In 1632 he was persuaded by his friends to flee with his family to Holland. The following year, he set sail to Boston. The family settled in New Town, (which later became Cambridge, Massachusetts), but two years later he led a group of people a hundred miles into the Connecticut river valley where they established a new colony at Hartford and Hooker established his first church.

     Thomas Hooker became minister of Center Church.  In 1638 he preached a sermon to the General Court as they prepared to develop a plan for self-government for their colony. He shared his vision that “the foundation of authority is laid, firstly, in the free consent of the people.” His vision was incorporated into the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, which is known as the first written constitution in the world and was a model for the United States Constitution.
He died at Hartford Connecticut, in 1647.
THOMAS HOOKER

1. What did Thomas Hooker do in England before coming to America?
2. Which religious leader in England tried to destroy Hooker?
3. What was Hooker doing in England that was so controversial?
4. How did Hooker end up in Connecticut?
5. What made Hooker’s colony different from other colonies?
6. What did Hooker believe about where authority to govern 
originates?
7. What set of rules did Hooker help to develop?
