The Missouri Compromise
     In 1817 the inhabitants of the Territory of Missouri petitioned Congress for admission into the Union as a State. A bill was introduced into Congress for that purpose.  James Tallmadge, Jr., of New York, moved to insert a clause (an amendment) into this bill prohibiting 
“…any further introduction of slaves within its domains, and granting freedom to the children of those already there.” 
This motion brought the slavery question again before Congress. 

     After a three days' strong debate, it was carried, 87 to 76. As a companion to the Missouri bill, another bill to organize the Territory of Arkansas was introduced.   When it was taken up, John W. Taylor, of New York, moved to add a provision that neither slavery should hereafter be introduced into any part of the Territories of the United States north of lat. 36° 30' N., the northern boundary of the proposed new Territory of Arkansas.
     This “line” policy was warmly opposed by a large number of members of Congress from the North and the South, as they declared themselves hostile to any compromise whatever. Slavery was either right or wrong, and there could be no compromise. Taylor withdrew his motion. 

     The proposition for a compromise which was finally agreed to was originated by a Northern congressman, and not by Henry Clay, of Kentucky, as is generally supposed. This Missouri bill caused one of the most exciting debates on the slavery question ever before known in the national legislature.
· Foolish threats were uttered on both sides. 
· Southern members threatened a dissolution of the Union.
·  There was much manipulating by the party leaders, who tried to avoid a compromise—for one party insisted upon Missouri entering, if at all, as a free-labor State, and the other party insisted that it should enter as a slave-labor State. 

     Compromise seemed to be the only door through which Missouri might enter; and,  a compromise bill was carried, by a vote of 134 against 42. There was an almost solid North against admitting Missouri as a slave-labor State. 
     President Monroe consulted his cabinet concerning the constitutionality of the act.   Missouri was admitted as a slave-labor State, but President Monroe hesitated about signing the Missouri Compromise act, and laid the matter before his cabinet, he submitted a question to his advisers: Has Congress the power to prohibit slavery in a Territory?   The cabinet was unanimous in the affirmative on the question. 
     In what came to be known as the Missouri Compromise, the Senate and House of Representatives worked out a deal that allowed Massachusetts' northernmost counties to apply for admission to the Union as a non-slave state called Maine while Missouri would be admitted as a slave state.
     With the admission of Missouri and Maine to the Union, the number of slave states and non-slave states remained equal at 12 each, which prevented the South from having more representation in the Senate (which has two senators from each state), than the North. In addition, slavery would be forbidden north of the latitude line that runs along the southern Missouri border for the remaining Louisiana Territory. Monroe signed Congress's bill reflecting the Compromise.
MISSOURI COMPROMISE
1. When did the inhabitants of Missouri petition the US to become a state? 
2. Who proposed this to the Congress? 
3. When the Arkansas territory was organized, what addition to this was made to decide where slavery could and could not exist? 
4. How did members of Congress feel about compromising over slavery 
5. What did the Missouri Bill do? 
6. President Monroe fell there was a Constitutional issue with the bill What question did he ask his cabinet? 
7. How did the members of Congress manage to keep the balance between slave and free states? 
8. Was the “line” eventually included in the compromise? 
9. What was the new balance of states in Congress?
