THE FUNDAMENTAL ORDERS

Our First Constitution?
     The Fundamental Orders, the basic law of the Connecticut colony from 1639 to 1662, was adopted by representatives from the three towns in the Connecticut River valley:  Hartford, Wethersfield, and Windsor, meeting at Hartford. Thomas Hooker, John Haynes, and Roger Ludlow were most influential in framing the document. 
     Political democracy as we know it today was virtually nonexistent in the 17th century except in such rare cases as the Rhode Island colony under Roger Williams. The Puritans regarded democracy as somewhat abnormal. To them only the most substantial, respectable, and reliable Christians were considered worthy to build up a community essentially religious in design. 
     The Fundamental Orders consisted of a preamble (introduction) and 11 orders or laws. The preamble bound the inhabitants of the three towns to be governed in all things by the orders that followed, and these were similar to the statute laws elsewhere in New England, differing only in that they were shaped into a brief, clear, compact frame of government.

     The government, or “combination,” as Thomas Hooker called it, confirmed the system that had functioned in the three towns since 1636. The main concern of the Fundamental Orders was the welfare of the community; the individual always had to give way if the needs of the community at large so required. 

     Nowhere in this great document is there a reference to "our Sovereign" or "our gracious Lord the King," — nor to any government or power outside of Connecticut itself. It did not even limit the vote to members of Puritan congregations. 

     This appears to be the first written constitution in the Western tradition which created a government, and it is easily seen to be the prototype of our Federal Constitution, adopted exactly one hundred and fifty years later.
THE FUNDAMENTAL ORDERS

1. Which 3 New England towns first adopted these rules?
2. What other colony had any resemblance of political democracy at the time?
3. Whom did Puritans believe should run their colonies (describe them)
4. What was the main concern of the document?
5.  What does this mean?   Can you give an example?
6. What was unique about this document?  (mention a few things that made it different from normal governing)
7.  What document (which came later) may have found some of its roots here?
