The Explorations of Marquette and Joliet

The Diary of Father Marquette

Please read the diary of Father Marquette as he describes his first meeting with the Illinois Indians……. 

“At the door of the cabin stood an old man who awaited us in a rather surprising posture [stance], which constitutes [begins] a part of the ceremony that they observe when they receive strangers. 

This man was standing stark naked, with his hands extended and lifted toward the sun as if he wished to protect himself from its rays, which nevertheless shone upon his face through his fingers. 

When we came near him, he paid us this compliment: ‘How beautiful the sun is, O Frenchmen, when you come to visit us! All our village awaits you, and you shall enter all our cabins in peace.’ Having said this, he brought us into his own cabin, where there was a crowd of people who devoured us with their eyes, though they observed a profound [deep and meaningful] silence.”

             --Marquette described his first meeting with the Illinois Indians

Be prepared to answer these questions:

If you were Marquette, how would you have reacted to seeing a naked Indian waiting to greet you in the doorway?

What did the Indians say once Marquette and Joliet entered the cabin?

What does he mean by being “devoured by their eyes?”
If you had been in Marquette’s place when you were being stared at by the Indians, what might you have said?
