THE EARLY HISTORY OF MARYLAND
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MARYLAND




     The area near the head of Chesapeake 
Bay was first explored by Captain John 
Smith. 
It afterwards formed part of the grant that 
was made by Charles I to Sir George 
Calvert, by title Lord Baltimore, a Catholic 
nobleman.  
CAVERT’S BACKGROUND

     George Calvert, was a man of strong

character.  When King Charles I became 
the new king of England.  Calvert resigned 
his seat as British secretary of state and turned his attention to starting a colony in 
the New World. 
King James (who was the previous king) had promoted Calvert to the title of Lord 
Baltimore. 

     Receiving a grant of land in Canada from James I, he sought to establish a safe place 
in America for Catholics, who were persecuted in England. With this purpose in mind he started a Catholic colony in Newfoundland in 1621.  Because of the rough climate and the hostility of the French, he gave up the effort.

     He later sailed to Virginia, in which he already been interested as a member of the original London Company and later of the governing council. But he was not welcome
there because he was Catholic.
     Returning to England he was promised a charter for a large amount of land north of 
the Virginia colony, and King Charles in granting it named the place Maryland in honor of 
his queen, Henrietta Maria. 
     Calvert was granted the title (and name) Lord Baltimore

     Lord Baltimore wished to create a colony and become its ruler, because he loved 
power and he loved wealth. Also, he wished to furnish a safe place for oppressed 
Catholics.   But before he could carry his purpose into execution, and before the Great 
Seal was placed upon his charter, George Calvert died. The charter was then issued to 
his son, Cecilius, and the son, who became the second Lord Baltimore, was faithful in carrying out the project of his father

THE POWER OF THE OWVER
Never before had an English king given such power now granted to Lord Baltimore. 
He was required by the charter to send the king two Indian arrows each year, as a 
token of allegiance to the Crown, and if any gold and silver were mined in Maryland, 
one fifth of it was to be paid to the king. But aside from this, Baltimore was invested 
with almost kingly power. He could not tax his people without their consent, but he 
could coin money, make war and peace, pardon criminals, establish courts, and 
grant titles of nobility. The government of the colony was very similar to that of the 
Middle Ages

THE CATHOLICS ARRIVE


     The colony was formed in 1634 by two hundred immigrants, mostly Roman 
Catholics, who purchased from the Indians, a village on the St. Mary's River. The 
policy of paying the Indians for their land, and their fair treatment of the Indians, 
set the tone for their future relationship. 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE INDIANS PAYS OFF

     Instead of treating the Indians as savages, he dealt with them as with men whose 
rights had a claim to respect.  What he gave them for the land is not known; but the compensation was satisfactory.   The land purchased was mostly forest hunting-
grounds.   The articles given in exchange were not trinkets, but of value to the 
Indians. …mosty tools like axes.

     The axes the colonists gave the Indians were made of steel instead of stone and 
this multiplied the strength and efficiency of the Indians to cut wood.
      Whites gave the Indians, in improved implements, the means of raising larger 
crops, with less labor.  They taught the Indian to give up his rude garment of skin, 
and clothed him in the warmer fabric (wool). 

     The Indians faithfully performed their part of the deal. They shared their cabins 
with the strangers. They mingled freely with the colonists, who employed many of
 their women and children in their families. From them, the wives and daughters of 
the settlers learned the ways of preparing maize (corn) and other products of the soil. 

     The settlers of St. Mary's accompanied the Indians during hunting and learned 
his arts of woodcraft; and the Indian coming to the settlement with wild turkeys or 
venison (deer) found a friendly reception,.   Such were the happy results of the truly 
Christian spirit that filled the first Maryland colonists. 
RELIGIOUS TOLERATION

     Maryland has the honor of being the first colony to establish the principle of religious toleration to people of all faiths. George Calvert was the first in the history of the 
Christian world, to seek for religious security and peace by the rightful equality of 
all Christian groups.  

PROBLEMS WITH THE NEIGHBORS

     Maryland was free from Indian massacres but there was one source of constant 
irritation that annoyed the colony for a generation, and that was the jealousy of the Virginians. The people of Virginia disputed the right of Baltimore to plant this colony
 there. 

     There were two other causes of an unfriendly feeling from Virginia.  First, Maryland 
was under Catholic control and this was irritating to the intolerant Virginians; and 
second, Maryland enjoyed free trade in foreign markets which Virginia did not. 

     William Clayborne was a tradesman. The year before the charter of Maryland 
was issued to Calvert, Clayborne had established a trading post on Kent Island in 
the Chesapeake without any title to the land.  Soon after the Catholics arrived, 
Baltimore informed Clayborne that Kent Island must  be under the government of 
Maryland.   But Clayborne, encouraged by the governor of Virginia, resisted.   
Baltimore ordered that he be arrested and held prisoner. Soon after this, a party from Maryland seized a small ship belonging to Clayborne, who, retaliating, sent another 
ship and a fight ensued.   Several men were killed and the Marylanders made captives 
of the Virginians. This occurred in 1635 and two years later Clayborne went back 
to England to lay his case before the king. He met with little success. 
BOUNDARY DISPUTES WITH PENN

     The boundary dispute between Maryland and Pennsylvania, to last over three quarters of a century, began when William Penn was granted land.
     King Charles II and his brother James, gave to William Penn a large portion of his territory, which afterward became Delaware.   This land had already been given to Calvert an earlier King.    

    Surveyors were brought in to divide the peninsula between the two families and separate the southern border of Penn’s claims (Pennsylvania) to the Calvert families claims (Maryland)
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The Early History of Maryland

1. Who was the first European to explore the Chesapeake region?
2. Describe the background of George Calvert.
3. Where did he first try to start a colony?
4. Why did that colony fail?

5. Why didn't he stay in Virginia?
6. For whom was Maryland named?
7. What were two reasons why he wanted to start a colony?
8. Why didn't he come to America to start his colony?
9. What was Lord Baltimore required to pay the King each year?
10. Describe how Calvert treated the Indians.
11. Though Maryland did not have problems with the Indians, they did have trouble with another group.  Why?
12. How did the two families resolve their boundary dispute?
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