Queen Mary 
UN UNWANTED CHILD?
Though her half-sister would outshine her in virtually every way - physical, political, intellectual, artistic - Mary also had a major impact upon English history. Throughout the first thirty-seven years of her life, she was tossed about by the whims of her father.  It was inevitable that when she first tasted real power, the experience would be both intoxicating and unfortunate. 

When Mary came to the throne, she was thirty-seven. She had never been married though several matches had been suggested and abandoned. Henry VIII was pleased with her birth in 1516, proudly displaying the infant Mary to visiting ambassadors and noblemen. It was only years later, with Mary as his sole legitimate offspring, that Henry began his desperate search for a son. This search would forever brand him as a cruel tyrant who discarded, divorced, and beheaded the women who did not bear him sons. 

Henry VIII was determined the crown would remain in Tudor hands. But England had never had a woman ruler. 

From 1516 to about 1530, Mary led a happy, sheltered life. She was considered one of the most important European princesses and Henry used her as every king used his daughter - as a pawn in political negotiations. She was also well-educated with a fine singing voice and great linguistic skill. Her mother, Katharine of Aragon, was deeply devoted to Mary.   Any mother would naturally love a child but Katharine had lost enough children to make her especially devoted to the one who survived. 

MARY’S PARENTS SPLIT

When Henry proposed the idea of divorce, Katharine fought it passionately because divorce would destroy her daughter's future. Katharine was daughter of the great Spanish monarchs, Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of Castile, the 'Catholic Kings' who united Spain geographically and spiritually.  Mary inherited her mother's enduring affection for Spain. When she became queen, this affection was to have terrible consequences. 

ALL ABOUT MARY

Mary was at last betrothed to the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V.  Charles made the unfortunate demand that she come to Spain immediately, accompanied by a huge cash dowry. Henry ignored the request and Charles jilted Mary, concluding a match with a more accommodating princess.  Mary’s role in English royalty was to be symbolic, and she would be replaced as soon as he had a legitimate male heir. 
For Mary, the sudden ascent of Anne Boleyn signaled the end of her world. Her beloved mother, loved by the English people, was being forced aside. Her father was determined to declare her an illegitimate child.  In the midst of this, Mary developed a lasting hatred of Anne Boleyn which extended to Anne's daughter, Elizabeth. She never openly blamed her father for his actions. Instead, she persuaded herself that the entire mess was Anne Boleyn's fault.   This was to have an unfortunate impact upon Elizabeth's life. 

RELIGIOUS DIVISION IN THE FAMILY

The Pope refused to recognize Henry's argument for an annulment or divorce.  Henry  gave up and decided the matter himself. In 1534 Henry took the unprecedented step of breaking with Rome, establishing the Church of England with himself as Supreme Head. The annulment was granted and Katharine and Mary were officially outcasts. 

Mary continued her restricted life.  Henry continued to propose various husbands for her. The searches were not successful.  She was now in her late twenties, leaving behind her youth and - most importantly for a woman - her safest reproductive years.
Katherine, Mary’s mother, was a devout Catholic.   Katharine never acknowledged the Church of England. Since she had raised her daughter to be equally devout, Mary also refused to acknowledge both the Church and her father's position as Supreme Head. 

ANNE’S VIEW OF MARY

Anne took an equal dislike of Mary.  After all, Elizabeth was legitimate only if Mary was not, and vice versa. Anne would have been foolish to encourage a reconciliation between Henry and Mary. She did the opposite.  Henry offered to forgive Mary- but only if Mary acknowledged him as head of the Church of England.  Mary refused to do so at first but she gave in to Henry's demands . 
Meanwhile, Katharine of Aragon had died, defying Henry to the end; her final letter to him was signed 'Katharine the Queen.' Katharine and Mary had not seen one another for years but had written one another, against Henry's orders. Katharine's last thoughts were undoubtedly of her daughter. 

FATHER AND DAUGHTER RECONCILE

Henry was soon reconciled to Mary soon after his marriage to Jane Seymour.  Jane Seymour encouraged Henry's reconciliation with both of his daughters. Mary, in turn, respected and liked the new queen. Their friendship was understandable. They were close in age.
Anne Boleyn's execution for treason made Elizabeth, ,Anne’s daughter illegitimate. 
After Jane's death, Henry determined the line of succession as follows: first, Edward or Edward's heirs; if Edward died without issue, the throne passed to Mary; after Mary, to Elizabeth. Henry recognized the fragility of his succession, resting as it did upon just one son. But there was little he could do. 
His fourth marriage, to Anne of Cleves, had ended disastrously. Soon enough, Henry's attentions were captured elsewhere. He wed Catherine Howard, cousin to the infamous Anne Boleyn. It was a pathetic match.
Henry's last queen was the Protestant Katharine Parr, twice-widowed and chosen for her excellent character and nursing abilities. Like Jane Seymour, Katharine Parr was determined to bring the royal family closer together. To that end, she provided the only true home and maternal guidance Edward and Elizabeth would ever know. She also befriended Mary, a difficult task because of their opposing religious beliefs. Mary, however, did respect Katharine's intellectual accomplishments. 

Katharine Parr's influence on Edward VI was to simply strengthen the Church of England.
MARY’S ROLE UNDER KIND EDWARD

For Mary, the situation was disastrous. When Edward became King, Edward, he, swayed by his advisors, made English compulsory for church services. Mary continued to celebrate Mass in the old form and in Latin.

Edward VI ruled for just seven years. The last year of his life was one of near-constant pain and suffering. Various illnesses have been suggested, consumption being the most likely. He had never been of robust health, unlike his father, and the Protestant councilors did all they could to prolong his life. 
THE PLOT OF LADY JANE GREY

Many of Edwards close advisors wanted to prevent Mary from ascending the throne. They were not fools and knew their fate with a Catholic queen

As Edward lay dying, one of these advisors hurriedly married his son to Lady Jane Grey, Edward VI's cousin. She was the granddaughter of Henry VIII's younger sister Mary Tudor and, thus, had a remote claim to the English throne. Edward disregarded Henry VIII's will and barred both Mary and Elizabeth from the succession.  Edward willed the throne to Jane. When he died, Jane was declared Queen by Edward’s advisors. 

Jane Grey's ascension to the throne lasted but nine days.  Mary had enormous sympathy from the English people. Many viewed her as the poor victim of Anne Boleyn's scheming. 

With Jane declared queen, Mary decided to ride to London and stake her own claim to the throne. The people of London welcomed her. Mary arrested Jane Grey.  She displayed her typical leniency by not immediately executing her. When Jane's father attempted to lead an uprising for her, Mary had him executed. 

As Mary approached the outskirts of London, she was met by her sister Elizabeth, who offered her congratulations and rode in a place of honor with the new Queen.  Mary was crowned the new Queen.
JUSTICE FOR KATHARINE, A HUSBAND FOR MARY
Parliament met four days after the coronation and Mary began to introduce the laws that she had long hoped for. First, there was an act proclaiming Henry VIII's marriage to Catherine of Aragon valid and legal. This act passed with little resistance. The other main act was to repeal all the religious laws passed in the reign of Edward VI.
The next step for Mary was to begin searching for a suitable husband.   Emperor Charles V (Mary's cousin), was already making plans to suggest his son, Prince Philip of Spain as Mary's best choice of husband. The ambassador formally suggested this to the Queen a short time after her coronation. After much thought and prayer on the matter, Mary accepted the proposal. Negotiations of the contract began, although the public sentiment was not in favor of the match
MARY’S ENEMIES PLOT AGAINST HER
Plots were being hatched to depose Mary and place Elizabeth on the throne. There were a total of four plots at hand.  Mary realized the mistake she had made before in her lenient treatment and vowed not to make it again. In all, roughly 100 rebels were hung,  Lady Jane Grey and her husband would also have to be put to death now, as they may be the possible focal point for another rebellion. Elizabeth had been summoned to London for questioning and was eventually imprisoned in the Tower.
A CHILD FOR MARY?
In September, one of the Queen's physicians announced that she was pregnant. In fact, she did seem to show many of the signs including nausea and an enlarging belly.
 A BLOODY QUEEN
Meanwhile, Mary began to act on her intention to restoring the Catholic faith in England. The Queen encouraged returning former Church property (mainly furniture and plate) and set an example by doing so herself. The medieval heresy laws were restored by Parliament, which meant that heretics could be killed and their property and holdings given over to the Crown.
In January 1555, the arrests began. In all about 275 people burned at the stake. Because of these burnings the Queen gained the nickname "Bloody Mary".
Mary had retreated into privacy awaiting the birth of her child, as was customary. She waited for the labor pains to begin, but her due date came and went without the birth of a child. The doctors predicted the child would come on June 6, then June 24, and then finally July 3... but none came to pass.
It is thought that Mary did in fact suffer what is called a 'phantom pregnancy' arising from her great wish to have a child. She may have actually been pregnant at some point. Whatever the case, it became quite clear that the Queen was not going to give birth.
The Queen was sure she was pregnant again, now at the age of 42. She entered seclusion.  Those around her seemed to have doubts.
On March 30, Mary drafted her will and it is worded in such a way to portray that the Queen thought she was indeed with child. But, by April, no child had come.  Mary was quite ill and became progressively worse. 
The Queen drifted in and out of consciousness, but at one point was lucid enough to agree to pass the crown to her half sister, adding that she hoped Elizabeth would maintain the Catholic faith in England.
On November 16, 1558, Mary's will was read aloud keeping with custom. The priest performed the Last Rites, and the Queen died.
Queen Mary
1. How old was Mary when she took the throne of England?

2.  Describe the relationship between Mary and her mother Katherine.

3. Why did the proposed marriage between Mary and Charles V fail?

4. How did Mary feel about her father's new church?

5. At what point did Henry and Mary reconcile their differences?

6. How long did Mary's step-brother Edward rule?

7. What relationship was Lady Jane Grey to Henry VIII?

8. How did Lady Jane Grey get a claim the throne of England?

9. How did Mary react to Lady Jane Grey's attempt to take the throne she felt was rightfully hers?

10. Why was Lady Jane Grey eventually executed?

11. Who did Mary eventually marry?

12. How did Mary react to the plots to kill her?

13. How did Mary earn her nickname?

14. What happened with her pregnancy?

