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QUEEN ANNE

Queen Anne reigned from March 1702 to August 1714. Anne’s death ended the Stuart dynasty as she had no surviving children. Born in 1665, her father was James II and her older sister, Mary, had reigned as Mary II along with William III after the 1688 Revolution. 
 
Despite her father’s Catholicism, Anne was brought up as a Protestant. On July 28th, 1683, Anne married Prince George of Denmark. She got pregnant on seventeen occasions but only gave birth to five living children all of whom died in childhood. 

A deeply religious woman, Anne believed that her failure to have a family and, therefore, an heir, was a punishment from God for her sins – abandoning her father in his hour of need in 1688 and tying to discredit her young brother as being illegitimate.
Though not intellectually gifted, Anne was far from stupid. Anne knew that William III had never been universally popular with his people, many of whom saw him as a foreigner. Anne played on this in the first speech she made after her coronation in March 1710:

 
“As I know myself to be entirely English, I can very sincerely assure you there is not anything you can expect or desire from me, which I shall not be ready to do for the happiness and prosperity of England.”
 
Anne never enjoyed good health and this got worse as she got older. 

Anne placed a great deal on the advice given to her by her favorites. She left government in the hands of politicians she trusted. 
 
The most dominant issue that the first parliament of Anne had to deal with was the War of Spanish Succession and  how the war was to be financed.   Many members of Parliament objected to war and high taxation fearing Britain’s involvement in it would allow already very wealthy men to become even wealthier – at the expense of the ‘normal’ man. 

 
The peace terms offered to France to end the War of Spanish Succession were so extreme (ordering Louis to attack his grandson Philip V of Spain to push him out of Spain) that France decided it was worth continuing the war. At the time, and for many years after, the Whig hierarchy was accused of deliberately setting the terms at such a high level because they themselves were making very large profits from the war. 
 
 
As Anne had got older, her health, never particularly good, had deteriorated. With no surviving children,  England faced a problem.   The succession was made complicated by Anne’s insistence that no Hanoverian was allowed into Britain while she was alive. The future George I had visited England in 1680  – it is said to seek the hand in marriage of Anne. He backed out at the last minute – and Anne was unforgiving right up to the day she died.
 
When Anne died on August 1st 1714, the Parliament was divided over supporting the new George I.
Queen Anne

1. What religion was Anne?

2.  To what did Anne attribute her tragic loss of children?

3.  What did Anne feel about how she abandoned her father?

4. Describe what Anne felt was the duty of all married women.

5.  How did Anne manage the government?  (alone?  with help?)

6.  Describe how the War of Spanish Succession became an issue during her rule.

7.  How were the offered peace terms of this war received by France? 

8.  How did England handle the fact that Anne had no surviving heirs?

9.  What happened to the marriage proposal from George?

10.  How did Anne react to this?
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