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Puritans

Towards the end of Queen Elizabeth's reign, an branch of the Protestant religion was becoming more popular. 
They called themselves Puritans. The term “puritan” comes from the word “purify” meaning to cleanse.  These people wanted to “purify” the church of all “Catholic” practices, like priests, fancy alters, confessional, etc…

This picture clearly shows the simple, plain clothing worn by the Puritans. 

Their clothing was usually black, white or grey and they lived a simple and religious life. The importance of religion to the Puritans is shown in the picture by the woman carrying a Bible. They believed that hard work was the key to gaining a place in heaven. Sundays and Holy days were strictly observed, with these days being devoted entirely to God.  

Throughout the reign of King James, I the Puritans gained power in England’s government. By the time of King Charles I's reign, they had gained enough support in government to pass laws imposing their views about living on all English people. 
  Puritan Religion

The Puritans were anti-Catholic and believed that churches should be plain and free from all kinds of Catholic things. 
They believed that all mankind was basically sinful, but that some would be saved because of Christ's death. 

Puritans believed that discipline was a vital part of human life and that laziness was a sign of giving in to temptation.  Activities banned by the Puritans include:  Horse Racing, any gathering of people without permission, drunkenness and swearing, theatre-going, dancing and singing, games and sports on Sundays, (including going for a walk), and gambling.
True –False         Underline the statements below that are TRUE
    1.  Puritans were an extreme branch of the Catholic religion. 

2. Puritans wore plain, simple clothes. 

3. Puritans were very religious. 

4. In the reign of Charles I, Puritans were banned from practicing their religion.

5. Theatres were closed by the Puritans. 

6. The Puritans banned any form of gambling.
 
7. Saturdays had to be devoted to God.
 
8. Puritan churches are very plain with no decoration.
 
9. Puritans believed that no one was sinful. 

10. Puritans believed that hard work and prayer were needed to go to heaven. 
