PENNSYLVANIA COLONIAL HISTORY
GEORGE FOX: FOUNDER OF THE QUAKER MOVEMENT

     The idea of founding a colony for Quakers came from a man named George Fox, the founder of the Quaker beliefs. Fox was a man of strong religious beliefs.  
He began preaching at age twenty, in 1644, the year in which William Penn was born. He became the found of the Quaker faith, one of the greatest religious movements of the time.  Within forty years from the time that Fox began preaching, his followers numbers grew to 70,000. 

WHAT MADE QUAKERS DIFFERENT?

     The Quakers refused to recognize all social ranks, or to pay taxes to carry on wars, and they met with great opposition; their meetings were often broken up by armed men; the government pronounced them a 
"mischievous and dangerous people." 
It was not long until the Quakers began to come to America. In some places here they were not very welcome and this led them to look to build a colony of their own. 
HOW DOES WILLIAM PENN HELP THEIR CAUSE?

     Most of the followers of George Fox were poor.  They were happy when William Penn, the rich, young son of Admiral Penn converted to their society. William Penn’s father was an admiral in the navy.   He was a personal friend of King Charles.  He was angry with his son for becoming a Quaker, but he forgave him, and William Penn soon became the most famous Quaker in England. 

PENN’S DEAL WITH KING CHARLES

     The king of England owed Admiral Penn to the sum of $80,000.  When the Admiral died, his son William Penn, inherited the money owed by the King. 
     Penn asked King Charles to give him, 40,000 square miles in America instead of paying back he $80,000.  Penn asked for the territory west of the Delaware River and north of Maryland.  It was the largest piece of land ever given to one man in America. Penn chose the name New Wales for his land, but the king called it Pennsylvania in memory of Admiral Penn. 
A FIGHT OVER THE TERRITORY

     The argument between two families who believed they owned this land began the same year the King gave Penn the land.  Lord Baltimore claimed that his land actually extended north of Penn’s new city, Philadelphia. Penn insisted that the boundary line between his land the Lord Baltimore’s land was where King Charles had told him. After a long argument, the matter was settled in Penn’s favor but the boundary line was not determined until many years later.
PENN’S BRILLIANCE AT BUILDING HIS COLONY   

  Penn was granted power to rule his new land.  The king required two beaver skins each year, and also 20% of all the gold and silver that might be mined.   As the owner, Penn was given the power to create courts, hire judges, train soldiers, and make laws; but the power to tax the people of the colony was given to the English Parliament. 
PENN GETS THE DELAWARE PENINSULA

     To gain an outlet to the sea Penn bought the three counties of Delaware. 
ATTRACTING SETTLERS TO HIS COLONY
     Penn’s colony was soon advertised all over England. He created a government. He also offered 5,000 acres for a very low price, and soon, many were ready to join. 
     Penn appointed his relative, William Markham, the first governor of Pennsylvania, and in the autumn of 1681 sent him ahead with three shiploads of people. Markham carried a letter from William Penn to the Swedes already living there in which said, 
"You shall be governed by laws of your own making, and live free." 

     A year later, Penn followed on the ship Welcome. Of the 100 passengers, one third died of smallpox while the ship was on the ocean. The Welcome sailed up the Delaware and landed at New Castle in 1682. Penn was received a warm greeting by the people living there.
     Traveling up the Delaware river, he came to the site to build the city of Philadelphia, soon to become the largest  city in colonial America.  In less than four years, Philadelphia was bigger than New York, which had been founded sixty years before. 
RELATIONS WITH THE INDIANS

     Penn made his famous treaty with the Indians under a great elm tree on the banks of the Delaware, a short distance from Philadelphia. The Indians were of the Delaware or Lenni-Lenape tribe. The chiefs sat in a circle on the ground, while Penn, with a few friends all in their Quaker clothing, called the Indians friends and brothers, and made a pledge to live in peace and friendship with them. The Indians were deeply touched by this, and they answered they would 
"live in love with Penn and his children as long as the sun and moon gave light." 

     These promises made up the treaty; no written words were required. Yet this treaty was kept unbroken.
LAWS THAT YIELD FREEDOM

     Penn created a government giving all power of law-making to the people.  A law combined the "Lower counties" (the Delaware peninsula) to Pennsylvania and making the Swedes a part of the colony. 
     Laws were made which required the teaching of children, the employment of criminals, and religious toleration. 
PENN ‘S LEGAL AND POLITICAL TROUBLES

     Penn had established a home in Philadelphia; but his trouble with Lord Baltimore took home back to England. 
     William Penn returned later to visit his growing colony to find that many changes had been made in his absence. 20,000 people had made their homes in his land. Here he found not only his fellow Quakers, but Germans, Swedes, and Dutch living together. 

     Penn overcame a great many personal challenges -- he had lost his wife and eldest son, and had lost his fortune to a banker who cheated him…and now to these was added another problem -- the demand of the three counties Delaware who wanted a separate government. 
     Penn was saddened by the split withy the lower counties, (the Delaware peninsula), but he granted these requests. He gave Delaware a separate government.  
A SAD ENDING FOR PENN

     In 1701 Penn gave a final farewell to his beloved Pennsylvania and sailed again for England. But it was not for him to spend his old age in rest and quiet.  He was stricken with paralysis, and for years he was a helpless, dying in 1718 at the age of 74. 
WHAT PENN LEAVES BEHIND

     The character of Penn is one of the most admirable in history. 
     As a boy, he had all the advantages of wealth to assure him a life of ease and pleasure; but he turned away from them all and chose to live with Quakers, a hated group of people -- purely for conscience' sake 
     His life was full of light and shadow. He suffered much, but he also accomplished much -- far more than any in the age in which he lived. He founded a government and based it on the idea of equal human rights with freedom and happiness for its people. 
PENNSYLVANIA’S FUTURE

     The growth of Pennsylvania was faster than any other colony, and it soon came to rank with the most important. 
     Penn gave the colony to his three sons.  In the early part of the eighteenth century a great number of Germans found their way to Pennsylvania. The English were for a time alarmed at such numbers of a foreign people; but they discovered that these Germans were a peace-loving people, fairly educated, and as religious as the Quakers. 

     Still greater was the number of Scotch-Irish who came to live there.  These people, as well as the Germans and others, were attracted to Pennsylvania because of the humane government of William Penn. 
     Slavery was never popular in Pennsylvania, and the number of slaves was kept down by strict laws against bringing them into the colony. Many slaves had been set free by their masters. 
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1.  Who was George Fox?
2.  What characteristics did he have that made his faith popular with others?
3.  List 3 beliefs that the Quakers held that made them stand out in society.
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4.  What happened to Quakers when they tried to practice their faith?
5.  What drove them to come to America?
6.  How did people treat them when they came to colonies in America?





















7.  Who was William Penn’s father?
8.  What did William Penn do that angered his father?
9.  How did Penn end up with such a huge grant of land?
10.  Which English King granted Penn a charter for this land?
11.  What was Penn going to name this new colony?
12.  Why was the name changed?
13.  With whom did Penn have a land dispute?
14.  How did Penn refer to the Swedes who were living in the territory granted to him?
15.  Penn was given the power to govern his possession, but what did the King demand in return?
16.  What powers did Penn have as Proprietor (ruler)?
17.  Why did Penn find it necessary to get the Delaware peninsula?
18.  What price did Penn charge for his land?
19.  When Penn sent over his first governor, whom did he choose?
20.  What did Penn tell the Swedes when the first governor arrived?
21.  What became the capital of his new colony?
23.  This city soon grew faster than what other very populated colonial city?
24.  Describe the treaty that Penn made with the Indians
25.  How long was the treaty supposed to last?
26.  Why was Penn forced to go back to England?
28.  Besides the English, what other European groups came to live in Pennsylvania?
29.  What eventually happened to Penn’s lower counties?
