THE MIDDLE COLONIES
I. New York

A. Rise of the Dutch in North America 


1.    Henry Hudson,




a.  Englishman employed by Dutch East India Co. 




b.  sailed into Delaware &  NY bays  in 1609 and 


                 
     traveled the Hudson River in hoping to find short-



     cut through the continent.  (Northwest Passage)


        

2.    New Netherlands 




a.  Founded in 1623-1624 in Hudson River by the 



     Dutch West India Company for quick-profit fur trade




b.  Peter Minuit 





-  Manhattan Island --22,000 acres 






-  Bought from Indians for about $30 
                      

 
        


c. New Amsterdam -- later NYC -- founded as 




    a company town -- sea port.





-  City run by and for the Dutch Co., in the 





    interest of the stock-holders 





-  Little religious toleration, free speech, 





   or democratic practices. 
            




d. Patroonship -- Aristocratic structure





-  Vast feudal estates granted to promoters 




   who would settle 50 persons on them. 





-  Dutch had to make offers to recruit people to 




   the New World as there was little incentive to 




   leave Holland (unlike England)

    B. Fall of New Netherlands 


        
1. Indians trouble




a.  In retaliation for Dutch violence, massacred settlers. 


            

b.  Wall built as a defense; today's Wall Street 


        
2. New England hostile to growth of New Netherlands; saw Dutch 
  
    as a threat.


        3. Swedes trespassed on Dutch lands on the Delaware River 


            

a. Established New Sweden bet. 1638-1655


    


b. 1655, Dutch force led by Peter Stuyvesant, ended 



    Swedish rule 


           

c. Swedish colonists were absorbed by New 




    Netherlands.


        
4. 1664, Charles II ordered English troops to remove the Dutch from 
    New Netherlands 


            

a. Peter Stuyvesant forced to surrender w/o firing a 



    shot. 


           

b. Charles' brother, the Duke of York who was granted



    the area. 


            

c. British gained the important Hudson Harbor and 



    River.


            

d. British controlled one continuous stretch of East
 


    coast 




e. Name of colony changed to New York. 



II    Pennsylvania

A.     Quakers emerged in England in the mid-1600s  (Society of Friends)

1.      Non-conformist in nature

a.      Refused to support the Church of England with taxes

b.      Built simple meeting houses

-         “had no altars: or statues

-         only benches in the meetinghouse

c.      No clergy (priests or ministers)

d.      Took no oaths:  (Jesus said “swear not at all”)

e.      Would not acknowledge authority figures

-         It was common at the time to tip you hat or bow to someone of great wealth

-         Quakers refused to do this

-         Used “generic” pronouns like “thee and thou”

f.        Pacifists

-         Refused military service

-         Went to jail rather than “kill”

2.      Simple and democratic

a.      sought religious freedom

-         wanted a society free from religious control

-         England still had religious restrictions

b.      believed in civic freedom

3.      Religion was based on “inner light”

a.      did not need a bishop or minister

b.      all men were equal in the eyes of God

4.      Persecuted because they were seen by authority figures as “dangerous”

B.     William Penn

1.      In 1681, he secured a grant of land for a debt owed to his father

a.      Land was called “Penns Woods”

b.      Motivation?

-         Haven for Quakers

-         “Holy experiment” to see if different religions could live together

2.      Penn advertised his colony throughout Europe

a.      Distributed countless pamphlets in English, Dutch, German, and French

b.      Promised land, free practice of religion, and a democratic government

c.      Cheap land attracted many farmers

d.      Sought “skilled” workers to enhance his colony

3.      Penn’s colony was carefully planned

a.      Penn bought the land from the Indians and worked on good relations with them

b.      “Philadelphia” because a model international city

-         “Brotherly Love”

-         easy to get around the city without speaking English

-         Penn wanted Philadelphia to be beautiful : Planted trees and reserved parkland

c.      Representative government gave landowners voting rights

-         No tax-supported church

-         Freedom of worship guaranteed

-         No provision for a military

-         Slavery not permitted

d.      Ethnic diversity followed

-         Scots-Irish

-         German (Pennsylvania “Deutsch”)

-         English
 
