“ STUART ENGLAND”

 

Who were the Stuarts?  How did they influence the colonization of North America?


The “Stuart” dynasty ruled England for over

A century.  During that time, many important events prompted by their decisions, had a direct impact on the colonization of North America

STUART England

I.   James (James VI of Scotland) becomes King of England

A.  His ancestory can be traced to Henry VII’s daughters (Margaret)

1. His mother was Mary Queen of Scots

a. Mother was Catholic

b. Arrested for treason

c. Executed by Elizabeth

B.    James was considered a “foreigner”

1. Believed in the “divine right” of Kings

2. Did not get along with Parliament

a. spent a lot of money

b. felt Parliament was a burden because it was mainly wealthy nobles trying to control England

3. Religious trouble

a. at odds with a nation split between Catholic and Protestant

b. Gunpowder plot

i. Catholics tried to assassinate him and blow up Parliament

ii. Plot failed and conspirators were executed

c. James was careful not to given in to pressure to    

     persecute Catholics

II.   Charles                                         

A.   Second son of James I

1.   was married to French princess Henrietta Maria at 15

a. They had several children

b. Henrietta Marie was Catholic

2.  Became King at 25                  

a. spent money foolishly (like his father)

b. had constant trouble with Parliament

c. often followed the advice of his wife (against the will of Parliament)

B.  Troubles with Parliament and Scotland

1. They tried to control him and the government

a. He dismissed them (fired them) several times

b. They plotted against him

2. Scotland rebels against his authority

C. Civil War

1. Charles’s army failed to put down the rebellion in Scotland

a. The army was under-funded and could not fight

b. Parliament refused to support the war

2. Parliament meets again and refuses to support Charles

a. Charles tries to have 5 members arrested…they flee

b. Charles leaves London to organize his own army while Parliament raises their own army

i.  “Roundheads” (supported the Parliament)

ii. “Cavaliers” (supported the royalty)

3. Parliament’s forces triumph and Charles is put on trial for his life

a. He is convicted though he refuses to say a word on his behalf

b. He is executed
III.   The Restoration                                        

A.   Parliament agreed to re-install Charles II as King in 1660

1.   Charles was not as confrontational with Parliament as his 

      father

a.  He was known as the “Merry monarch”

b.  He did not raise taxes (French wealth)

 

2.   Charles’ reign is without much controversy


B.   Charles dies without any legitimate heirs to the throne

IV  James II     

A.   Brother of Charles II

1.   Charles II had 14 illegitimate children who could not claim  

      the throne of England

2.    James converted to Catholicism in order to marry

B.    His reign was marked by religious controversy

1.   He created an army to protect him from rebellion

a.  Catholics in key positions

b.  Parliament did not trust him

2.    Parliament convinced William of Orange (Holland) to   

      come to England with his army to get rid of James II

a. James II fled after his army broke apart

b. William and Mary proclaimed rulers

V  William and Mary

A.   William II tried to intervene to solve the religious problems 

       created by his father-in-law James II

1.   William was encouraged to invade England by 

      Protestants in Parliament

a.   James lost all of his support

b.    William allowed James to “escape” 

2.    The “invasion” was known as the “Glorious Revolution”

B.    William and Mary ruled jointly

1.   Their monarchy contained the English Bill of Rights

2.    There was greater toleration of all Christian religion

3.    William spent much of his time fighting a war with France

a.   Mary rules in his absence

b.   Mary dies of smallpox, William=William III
VI  Anne   

A.   Anne, second daughter of James II, was given the throne

1.   During her rule, Scotland and England became Great 

      Britain

2.   Anne had no living heir to the throne

a. By law, the son of Sophia would be the King

b. Parliament agreed to do this to avoid and Catholic claims to the throne

B.   Anne’s reign marked the beginning of the loss of power by the monarchs

STUART MONARCHS





JAMES I		      (1603-1625)


CHARLES II		      (1625-1649)


----CIVIL WAR----	      


CHARLES II		     (1660-1685)


JAMES II		      (1685-1688)


WILLIAM AND MARY  (1689-1694)


WILLIAM (III)  	      (1689-1702)


ANNE			       (1702-1714)








