THE SLAVERY ISSUE
I. The rise of "King Cotton" 

    A. 
Prior to 1793, the Southern economy was weak: unmarketable 
products, over-cropped lands, and an unprofitable slave system. 
        

1. Leaders, such as Jefferson spoke of slavery gradually dying.



2. "We have a wolf by the ears" 
    B. Eli Whitney’s Cotton Gin (1793)
        

1. Impact: Cotton production now profitable; 50 times more 


    effective than picking cotton by hand. 
            

a. Tobacco, rice, and sugar eventually passed in 



              production by cotton
            
         b. Slavery expanded
        

2. Cotton Kingdom developed into a huge agricultural factory 
            

a. Western expansion into New South states resulted 



     (Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama) 
            

b. Slaves brought into new regions to cultivate cotton. 
    C. Trade 
        

1. Cotton exported to England




a.  money from sale of cotton used to buy northern goods
            

b. Britain heavily dependent on cotton to for its textile 



    factories (80% came from U.S.) 
        

2. For a time, prosperity of both North and South rested on 

             slave labor
        

3. Cotton accounted for 50% of all American exports after 1840. 

                      The South produced 75% of world’s cotton. 
II. The Planter "Aristocracy" 

    A. 
South ruled by wealthy plantation owners 
        

1. 1850, only 1,733 families owned more than 100 slaves; yet 


    dominated southern politics 
        

2. Strong sense of obligation to serve the public through politics 

            
    (for example: John C. Calhoun) 
        

3. Widened gap between rich and poor, and hampered public 

           
    education (planters sent kids to private schools) 
       

4. Honor, hospitality, soft-spoken, courteous; yet high-strung 
        

5. Sought to perpetuate feudalism that had ended in Europe. 
III. Slaves and the slave system (the "Peculiar Institution") 
    A. 
Economic structure of South was dominated by plantation owners 
    B. 
Plantation system
        

1. Risky : Slaves might die of disease, injure themselves, or run 

   away.   System required heavy investment of capital 
        

2. One-crop economy
            

a. Discouraged a diversification of agriculture and  



             especially manufacturing 
            

b. Southerners resentful the North made huge profits at 



   being dependent on northern manufactures 
        

3. Repelled large-scale European immigration 
            

a. Only 4.4% of foreign-born part of South’s population in 



    1860  vs.18.7% in North
. 

            

b. Slave labor far cheaper, fertile land expensive, and



    Europeans unfamiliar with cotton production. 
            

c. South most Anglo-Saxon region of nation 
    C. Plantation slavery 
        

1. Nearly 4 million slaves by 1860; quadrupled since 1800

           

 a. Legal imports of slaves ended in 1808.  Countless 



     slaves smuggled in despite death penalty for slavers 
           

 b. Increase due to natural reproduction 

        

2. Slaves seen as valuable assets and primary source of wealth 
        

3. Punishment often brutal to send a message to other slaves 


    not to defy master’s authority 
        

4. Life in the newly emerging western areas particularly harsh 


   (LA, TX, MS, AL) 
        

5. Afro-American slave culture developed
    D. Burdens of slavery
1. Slaves deprived of dignity

2. suffered cruel physical and psychological treatment
3. convinced that they were inferior and deserved their lot in life.
        

4. Denied an education since; seen as dangerous to give 


             slaves ideas of freedom 

    E. Slave Revolts
        

1. Stono Rebellion, 1739  -- South Carolina slaves fled toward 

              Florida killing whites along way; did not make it.
       

 2. Gabriel Prosser, 1800
            

a. Slave blacksmith in VA who planned a military slave 


             revolt; recruited 150 men
            

b. Rebellion did not materialize and Prosser and 26 




    others were hanged.
        

3. Denmark Vesey, a mulatto in Charleston, devised the largest 

    revolt ever in 1822.
            

a. A slave informer advised his master of the plot 
           

b. Vesey and 30 others publicly hanged 
        

4. Nat Turner’s revolt – 1831
            

a. Sixty Virginians slaughtered, mostly children and 




    women
                


i. Wave of killing slowed down revolt’s aim of 





   capturing armory
                


ii. Largest slave revolt ever in the South
            

b. Over 100 slaves were killed in response; Turner was 



    hanged.
            

c. Significance: Produced a wave of anxiety among 




   southern plantation owners that resulted in harsh laws 



   clamping down further on the slave institution. 

IV. The White Majority
    
A. By 1860, only 1/4 of white southerners owned slaves or belonged 
   
    to slave-owning families 
        

1. Over 2/3 of slave owners owned less than ten slaves each. 
       

 2. Small slave-owners made up a majority of masters.
   
 B. 75% of white southerners owned no slaves at all. 
        

1. Located in the backcountry and mountain valleys. 
        

2. Mostly subsistence farmers 
        


a. Raised corn, hogs 
        


b. Some of the poorest known as "white trash" or 



             “hillbillies” 
    
C. Mountain whites 
        

1. Lived in the valleys of the Appalachian range from West 


    Virginia to northern Georgia and Alabama 
        

2. Independent small farmers 
        

3. Lived in rough frontier environment 
        

4. Hated wealthy planters and slaves
V. Free Blacks
    
A. Numbered about 250,000 in the South by 1860
        

1. In Border South, freedom from revolutionary days 



    increased 
        

2. In Lower South, many free blacks were mulattos (white 



    father, black mother) 
        

3. Some had purchased their freedom with earnings from labor 


    after hours.
    
B. Discrimination in the South 
        

1. Prohibited from certain occupations and from testifying 



    against whites in court. 
        

2. Danger of being forced back into slavery by slave traders.
    
C. Discrimination in the North 
        

1. Blacks also numbered about 250,000 
        

2. Some states forbade their entrance or denied them public 


    education 
        

3. Most states denied them suffrage 
        

4. Especially hated by Irish immigrants with whom they 



    competed with for jobs. 
        

5. Much of Northern sentiment against spread of slavery into 


    new territories due to intense race prejudice, not 




    humanitarianism. 
VI. Abolitionism 

    A. 
First abolitionist movements began around the time of the Revolution 
especially Quakers 

    B. American colonization Society
        

1. Founded in 1817 to create practical solution for free 


    
    blacks if 
slavery was ended. 

        

2. Republic of Liberia established West African Coast for former 

    slaves in 1822
            

a. 15,000 freed blacks transported over forty years
            

b. Most blacks did not wish to be transplanted in an 




    unfamiliar environment 
    C. Abolitionists in the 1830s 
        

1. Second Great Awakening convinced abolitionists of the sin of 

    slavery. 
        

2. Abolitionists inspired that Britain emancipated their slaves in 


    the West Indies in 1833 
    D. Radical Abolitionism
        

1. William Lloyd Garrison
            

a. Published 1st issue of his Liberator, a militant 



             antislavery newspaper in Boston in1831 
            

b. Demanded "virtuous" North secede from the "wicked" 



    South. 

        

2. American Anti-Slavery Society
            

a. Theodore Dwight Weld
                


i. appealed to rural audiences farmers 
                


ii. Traveled with his followers, preaching 






    abolitionism in Old Northwest 
            

b. Angelina and Sarah Grimke 
               


 i. Only white southern women to become leading 




    abolitionists 
                


ii. Also involved in women’s rights
. 

                


iii. Angelina married to Theodore Weld
            

c. Arthur and Lewis Tappan 





i.  wealthy New York silk merchants.
                


ii. Funded the society as well as the Liberator, the 




   Lane Seminary in Cincinnati, and Oberlin College. 

        

3. David Walker -- Appealed to the Colored Citizens of the 


    World (1829) and advocated bloody end to white supremacy.
        

4. Sojourner Truth: Freed black woman in New York; fought for 

  
    emancipation and women’s rights
        

5. Elijah Lovejoy: Militant editor of antislavery newspaper in 


    Illinois. 
            

a. Printing press destroyed four times; 4th time press 



    thrown into a river and 




b. Lovejoy was killed by a mob 
        

6. Martin Delaney ---advocated black re-colonization in Africa. 
        

7. Frederick Douglass
            

a. Greatest of the black abolitionists
                

b. Published The North Star, his own abolitionist 




    newspaper. 
            

c. Former slave who escaped slavery at age 21
. 

            

d. Looked to politics to end slavery.
                


i.  Backed the Liberty party in 1840





ii. Backed Republican party in the 1850s.
    E. By 1850, abolitionism had had a deep effect on the Northern psyche.
        

1. Many saw slavery as unjust, undemocratic, and barbaric. 
        

2. Many opposed extending slavery to the newly acquired 


    territories. 
