“PEASANTRY SUCKS”

 

What was life like 1000 years ago?
 

Vocabulary

Peasant:  someone who was very poor and did not own 


land  (also known as “serfs”)
Noble: a wealthy person with a large amount of land

Fief: a grant of land ruled by a noble (like a county)

Manor:  a large estate
Feudal system:  Society where the poor worked for the rich 


  and showed them loyalty and in return the 



  rich provided the poor with shelter, food, a 



  job, and other necessities
I. Feudal societies

A. Peasants


1.  lived on “manors” owned by the rich




- castle




- church




- surrounding village and farmland


2.  owned no land 


3.  showed loyalty to their noble (“Lord”)

B. Nobles

1. offered the peasants “protection and safety”

2. gave the peasants an opportunity to work

3. nobles were given their land (fiefs) by the King in reward for their service

II   Life in Europe

A. Most people knew very little about their world


1.  What could not be explained, became superstition


2. Few people traveled



a.  very few roads



b.  little transportation options



c.  unsafe


3.  Few people could read

B. There were few chances to improve your “social” standing

1. You likely had the same job as your father

2. women were “married” for political opportunities  (love was rarely a factor)

3. no wealth (land) to pass on to the next generation
