“MARTIN AND JOHN”

 

Who were Martin Luther and John Calvin and what impact did their ideas have on religion?”

 

Vocabulary

Indulgencies:  payment/donations to the church to atone for sins you committed

Penance:  what you must do to be forgiven

Absolve: forgive

Protest:  Object to

Reform:  to change

Predestination:  Your fate is already decided

I. The Protestant Reformation

A. Martin Luther

1. Luther was a monk from Germany who openly                

     criticized the Catholic Church

a. He believed it was wrong for the church 

to collect money for the sins you committed

b. He also thought Bibles should be printed

In English and other languages so all could read them

2. Luther’s ideas spread throughout Europe

3. Henry VIII contributed to this

a. At first, Henry objected to Luther and 

his ideas

b. Henry pulls England out of the Catholic 

church in order to divorce his wife.  This    

gave the anti-catholic movement more    

strength

B. John Calvin

1. Calvin was a priest who wrote a book about 

his ideas of the after-life

a. Calvin argued that only GOD could 

decide man’s fate in the after-life

· Calvin believed in “predestination” which involved a chose group of people selected by GOD for heaven.  These people were called the “Elect”

· According to Calvin, GOD would reveal his plan to you during your life

b. Calvin believed people should try to do 

good deeds and look for GOD’s sign

· Calvin’s beliefs were popular with the poor

· His beliefs were controversial and condemned by the Catholic church
