“Early European Exploration”

 

What was the main motivation behind the search for new trade routes?

 

Vocabulary

Caravan:  groups traveling together over land  

Monopoly: exclusive control over a product

Caravel: a ship invented by the Portuguese capable of ocean travel

I. Early European Exploration Discovery

A. Crusaders brought back goods which became 

instantly popular in Europe

1. many of these good brought high prices

2. merchants made a living bringing back goods 

and selling them at high prices

B. Marco Polo’s adventured convinced many to seek routes to the east to bring back spices

1. Italian cities were becoming wealthy through trade on the Mediterranean Sea

a. Genoa

b. Naples

c. Venice

2. European nations sought direct routes to India and China to avoid the “mark-up” of prices

a. Land routes were dangerous and long

b. Sea routes had not been found to Asia

3. Prince Henry of Portugal suggested that a 

route around Africa would lead to Asia

a. no-one had ever made the journey 

around Africa

· the Sea of Darkness was feared

· technology was limited

b. Prince Henry established schools to 

train his sailors

4. Portugal explored the coast of Africa in search 

of a route to Asia

a. Bartholomew Diaz (1487) reached the 

tip of Africa

b. Vasco DaGama (1498) made a 

successful voyage around the coast of 

Africa

