King Henry VIII 
Jane Seymour
HENRY MEETS JANE
Jane's birthdate is unknown; various accounts use anywhere from 1504 to 1509. She first came to court as a lady-in-waiting to Katharine of Aragon, Henry VIII's first wife. But soon enough Anne Boleyn was queen and Jane attended her. She witnessed first-hand the tempestuous relationship between Anne and Henry. Jane herself was known for her quiet and soothing manner.. 

In February 1536, foreign ambassadors began to report rumors of the king's romance with Jane. They speculated upon her chances of becoming queen. Henry made his affection clear to Jane; she received costly gifts and her brothers were promoted at court. In April 1536, Edward Seymour and his wife moved to rooms which connected through a hidden passage with the king's apartments. Henry could thus continue his courtship of Jane in relative privacy. 

But the king was also mindful of the vicious rumors and public outrage which had accompanied his open courtship of Anne Boleyn while still wed to Katharine of Aragon. He was far more discreet with Jane, and this undoubtedly suited her character. She was content to remain unknown. There were rumors that she would not dine alone with the king, insisting always upon a chaperone, and that she responded to a particularly bold flirtation by reminding the king of his marriage.  He was determined to rid himself of Anne Boleyn. Jane's presence was merely another impetus for action.
THE LAST DAYS OF ANNE BOELYN

Another impetus was the death of Katharine of Aragon on 7 January 1536. All of Europe, and most Englishmen, had regarded her as the king's rightful wife and Anne as merely his concubine. On 29 January, Anne miscarried a son; the king ominously declared that he would have no more children by her. For Henry, it was suddenly clear that if he could rid himself of Anne and marry Jane, then he would have a legitimate marriage recognized by all and another possibility for a son. 

In 2 May, Anne was arrested and taken to the Tower of London. On 15 May, she was condemned to death; Henry sent a personal message to Jane with the news. Four days later Anne was executed; the day after, 20 May, the king was formally betrothed to Jane. They married ten days later on 30 May and Jane was publicly declared queen on 4 June. 
JANE DECLARED QUEEN
She was never granted the lavish coronation which Anne had enjoyed. It was summertime and the minor plagues were sweeping through London; the king said she must wait until the spring to be crowned. It is also possible, and was rumored, that Henry had no intention of crowning Jane until she had proved her worth and provided a son. If she proved barren, he could annul their marriage with hopefully little fanfare. It is certain that if Jane had not provided a son, she would have been quickly discarded. Personal affection could not overcome political necessity. 

But Jane was able to provide the king with his fondest wish. And indeed the whole country wished for an heir; they had no desire to return to ruinous civil war. 

FINALLY, A SON

Rumors of her pregnancy began almost immediately after her marriage. Bonfires were lit and celebrations held throughout England; prayers were offered for a safe delivery. In October, after a long and difficult labor, she gave birth to the wished-for son. It was the eve of St Edward's day and so he was baptized by that name on 15 October. His two half-sisters, Mary and Elizabeth, attended the splendid christening ceremony. Mary stood as godmother.  After 29 years as king, Henry VIII finally had a legitimate male heir.  

Jane did not enjoy her success for long. The christening ceremony had begun in her bedchamber; she carried on a stretcher to the king's chapel. She was able to participate but the long ordeal proved too much. She was already weak and exhausted; she needed quiet and rest and received neither. A day later, it was reported that the queen was very ill.  She was delirious and had a high fever.  Modern historians believe she had puerperal sepsis, or 'childbed fever'. It was all too common in the 16th century. 

Sadly, Jane was a victim of her times. Poor hygiene and medical knowledge could not stop the fever which finally killed her near midnight on 24 October. 

Jane's early death, at the moment of her great triumph, and her gentle character had an enduring hold on Henry VIII's memory. She was given a solemn state funeral.  In her short time as queen, Jane had attempted to reconcile Henry and his stubborn daughter. Her body was embalmed and laid to rest in the tomb at Windsor Castle which Henry was building for himself. Years after her death, even while he was married to other women, Jane continued to appear in royal portraits as queen. Her special status as mother to the heir was never forgotten. 

The king wore black until well into 1538 and waited more than two years to marry again. This was the longest interval between marriages during his reign. 

Henry VIII: Jane Seymour
1. How did Jane Seymour come to work at the castle?
2. How was Jane's courtship different from Anne's?

3. How did Katherine's death change things?

4. How did the people of England react to the news that the new Queen, Jane, was pregnant?

5. What happened to Jane after giving birth to her son?

6.  How did Henry react to Jane's death?

