King Henry VIII 
The New Tudor King……
MEET THE PARENTS:  HENRY VII AND ELIZABETH OF YORK
The second Henry Tudor was born in June 1491 in London. He was the third child of Henry VII, and his wife, Elizabeth if York, daughter of the York king, Edward IV. 

At the time of her second son's birth, Queen Elizabeth (of York) was just 25 years old; her husband was 34, and had been king for almost six years. 

English people were hardly enthusiastic about Henry VII, just as they had been about his predecessor, Richard III. Elizabeth was popular with the common people.  She was a classical fair beauty.  She was quiet, demure, and charming.  Elizabeth's emotional attachment to her husband has been much-debated.  She had known all her life that she would never marry a man of her own choice. Her mother arranged for her to marry Henry Tudor. Henry was, by all accounts, grateful for the match. 

Henry respected his new queen and was faithful to his marriage vows. Upon her marriage, Elizabeth was queen and her duty was to produce as many heirs as possible. Nine months after her marriage, she gave birth to her first child, a prince named Arthur. 

WHY HENRY?

Elizabeth gave birth to their second child, a princess called Margaret. The birth of a healthy second child was good news.   Henry VII could rest assured that his dynasty was becoming secure. In June 1491, another healthy prince was born.   This second son was a necessary insurance policy for the new  dynasty. Childhood mortality was high and diseases such as small pox were rife throughout England. A king needed as many healthy heirs as possible, and the birth of a second son was an occasion for celebration. 

Prince Arthur was titled “Prince of Wales.”  This was the real beginning of a tradition that continues to this day.  Henry was titled Duke of York. 

At this early age, Prince Henry was considered a handsome and precocious toddler. He did not share his brother's fair coloring or slight build. Prince Henry was a sturdy, strawberry-blond boy noted for his energy and temper. A year after his birth, his mother bore another daughter; called Elizabeth and she died three years later. It was the first in a series of tragedies for the young queen. 
Elizabeth and Henry VII were considered good and parents, but they never lost sight of the political importance of their children. Together they decided that Prince Henry, like most second sons, was destined for the church, and his early schooling was planned accordingly. This strong emphasis upon theology remained with Henry for the rest of his life and made him feel qualified to interpret religious law.

HEIR APPARENT
Henry's position as the second son lasted only until April 1502, just a few months before his eleventh birthday, when his brother Arthur died. The insecurity of the Tudor succession was unavoidable. Elizabeth of York, despite repeated pregnancies, had not borne another healthy son; after Henry's birth, there was just one more male child - a son called Edmund, born in 1499 and dead just a year later. The queen did become pregnant shortly after Arthur's death but this eighth pregnancy proved to be her last. The child, called Katherine, was born and died on 2 February 1503. Elizabeth contracted an infection and died a few days later, on 11 February, her thirty-seventh birthday. 

In the short space of a year, Henry lost both his older brother and mother. 

Arthur's death was more than a personal tragedy; it was a political tragedy as well. The young prince had been married to Princess Katharine of Aragon, the daughter of the 'Catholic Kings' of Spain, Ferdinand and Isabella.   A bond of marriage between the house of Tudor and the ruling dynasty of Spain made sure England was now allied with one of the most powerful ruling families in Europe. Prince Henry met Katherine and future wife on this momentous occasion, heading the procession that led her to the cathedral. Later, he officially introduced her to the citizens of London. 

With Arthur's death, Katharine, his teenage wife was trapped in England while Henry VII squabbled with King Ferdinand, her father, over the remaining payments on her dowry. 
Henry VII was perhaps even then mulling over the idea of not letting the all-important Spanish alliance go to waste. Soon enough he was openly proposing that Katharine marry young Prince Henry, now the heir apparent and five years her junior. What did young Prince Henry know of these plans?  Probably very little. 
After Arthur's death, Henry VII became somewhat paranoid and tried desperately to protect his only son from any injury or illness. People who wished to visit the young prince had to receive permission from Henry VII, and this remained the case well into the boy's adolescence.   
A NORMAL CHILDHOOD?

Henry was an excellent athlete.  He was a happy child, fond of sports and spectacle, and equally proud of his intellectual accomplishments. He possessed all the personality and charm his father noticeably lacked. Both his physical appearance and character were similar to those of his grandfather Edward IV. This fact was much remarked upon by those Englishmen who had lived through the last years of the Wars of the Roses. 

Luckily for Prince Henry, his father spent the last years of his reign establishing good relationships with other monarchs and avoiding expensive wars. He left his son a king's greatest gift - a healthy treasury. 
Henry VII never really decided whether he wanted to marry Prince Henry to Katharine of Aragon. He kept the young princess in England for seven years while he toyed with the idea. Her living conditions steadily deteriorated; she was unhappy, many of her Spanish attendants sent home, she lacked money for basic necessities. Food and adequate clothing were constant concerns, yet she never complained.
HENRY TAKES A WIFE 
Young Henry and Katharine had little contact during the later years of Henry VII's reign, only meeting occasionally at formal events. Henry was formally promised in marriage to Katharine in June 1503; the treaty stated that he would marry Katharine on his fifteenth birthday, and that her parents send over 100,000 crowns worth of plate and jewels in addition to the dowry she had given when married to Arthur. 
Henry VII was a stickler on the dowry issue, refusing to allow the marriage, until the money arrived. But the Spaniards refused to part with money , so 1505 came and went with no marriage though Prince Henry referred in letters to Katharine as his 'most dear and well-beloved consort, the princess my wife'. 
When Henry VII suddenly died at the age of 52, and his headstrong son, was free to make his own decisions. To the surprise of all, including the Spaniards, he promptly announced he would marry Katharine and crown her queen of England.  After years of being shut away from the world, he was now king.   All of the boundless energy and enthusiasm of his character was unleashed.

The dowry had not been the only sticking-point in the marriage plan.  Katharine had been married to Henry's brother, and her marriage to Henry would be regarded as unacceptable to the church. As Henry VIII would later argue, Leviticus clearly stated that a man was forbidden to marry his brother's widow.    Both the English and Spanish courts sought the requisite papal dispensation. It was granted and the path to marriage was clear.
Henry VIII: The New Tudor king
1. What characteristics did Elizabeth of York have that made her popular with the English people? 

2. Why did Henry VII and Elizabeth of York consider the birth of their second son to be good news?

3. What traits did young Henry have that made him different from his older brother?

4.  As a young boy, what subject did Henry study?

5. How old was Henry when his older brother died?

6. How old was Henry's mother when she died? What killed her?

7. Why did Henry VII want his sons to marry Katharine of Aragon?

8. Why did Henry VII later oppose his son's marriage to Katharine?

9. What problem did Henry have with the church (Bible) regarding his marriage to Katharine?

10. How did he get around this problem?

