King Henry VII 
The beginning of a dynasty…..

Henry VII's reign was designed to usher in peace, and fair prosperous days in 1485.  The Battle of Bosworth Field in August 1485 was the last armed confrontation between two families, the Lancasters and the Yorks.  Those two factions that had fought for decades in what was known as The Wars of the Roses.  The Lancaster family triumphed under the leadership of a 28-year-old exile named Henry Tudor.  After winning the throne of England, he wed Elizabeth of York, the eldest daughter of the dead York king Edward IV.  Thus, the two warring houses were joined in marriage. 

 The union was necessary.  Despite his victory at Bosworth, Henry VII needed the support of those sympathetic to the York family.  He also needed the legitimacy of his wife's claim to the throne.  He had spent years to win support for his claim to the English throne.  It had not been an easy task. 

WHAT LED UP TO THIS?

Henry's youth was spent in the shadow of his uncle’s (Henry VI) disgrace.  When Edward IV came to the throne, he was determined to avenge his late father, the Duke of York.  Henry VI was increasingly deranged, perhaps having inherited his French grandfather's mental illness.  As a result of his dementia, his queen Margaret, dominated the Lancaster household.  Determined to protect her son's (Henry Tudor) inheritance, she dedicated her life to a dangerous and complex problem.  

The Lancaster and York forces met in battle in summer 1471.  Henry VI was captured and taken to the Tower of London where he was killed. 

The Lancaster cause seemed dead.  Edward IV was a strong king.  Soon after becoming king he married an unknown widow named Elizabeth Woodville.  She was anxious to promote the interests of her own family which created conflict with the old nobility.  Edward and Elizabeth had many children, including two sons.  (Their eldest daughter was named Elizabeth.  She was known as Elizabeth of York.)  
By all accounts, the marriage was happy. The succession was secure and with support from his brother, Richard, Edward IV ruled successfully.  However, Edward IV died in 1483 and Richard took over (actually stole) the throne from his two young nephews.  This changed the course of English history.   Had Richard not betrayed his nephews, Richard's own future would have been quite difficult.  There is a great mystery as to how his young nephew’s eventually died.
Richard faced quite a few obstacles during his brief reign.  If Edward IV had died with no rightful heir, Richard's ascension would have been viewed much differently.  Then, he would have been the rightful king.  Richard's only son and wife died with months of one another in 1484.  He was grief-stricken.
HENRY TUDOR ACTS

Meanwhile, over in France, Henry Tudor was positioning himself as heir to his murdered uncle Henry VI.  With the support of exiled Lancaster family and the French monarchy, Henry planned to mount an invasion of England. 

THE BATTLE OF BOSWORTH

The battle lasted about two hours.  That single action inaugurated the Tudor dynasty

Richard's scouts told him that Henry remained outside the fighting, observing the battle.  By identifying Henry's standard, Richard determined his exact position.  Then he undertook a courageous and incredible feat - he spurred his horse to ride directly at Henry.  He knew that if Henry was slain, the battle would end.  On his horse, at full gallop, he slay a great number of those around Henry.  Henry was inexperienced in real experience in battle but he did not run - though he also kept a horse nearby in case the battle was lost.  

Richard III died valiantly in battle.  Every later chronicler (recorder) asserted his bravery and skill.  One wrote that, “Richard fought manfully in the thickest press of his enemies.”  He was wounded several times but refused the advice of his few companions to flee.  He also refused the offer of a horse.  His heroism was evident.  His crown was knocked from his head; his head struck so many times that the helmet was beaten into the skull; even after his death, his body continued to be beaten. 

Richard III, who had fought so heroically and suffered an awful death, continued to be humiliated and abused.  His body was slung naked over a horse, taken to a church in where his body lay on view for two days.  He was buried there with no ceremony.  The church no longer exists – the son of Henry VII ordered it closed.  Richard's grave was opened and the body thrown out.  Later, the coffin was supposedly used as a horse trough and cellar steps in a nearby manor.  Richard III remains the only English king since 1066 to have no burial place.  He was also the last English king to die in battle. 

Henry Tudor had now declared himself Henry VII.  Richard's crown was placed upon his upon his head.  His officers were busy settling old scores, executing old foes and rounding up the prisoners.  In the end, we can reasonably estimate that about 400 men - in total - died that day.  Those two hours which ended in death for one king and the beginning of one of the most celebrated dynasties in English history.
Henry VII: The Beginning of a Dynasty
1. Which two families fought the War of the Roses?

2. What battle concluded this war?

3. Why did Henry Tudor marry Elizabeth of York?

4. How did Richard III become king?

5. Why did Richard IIIs assent to the throne cause controversy?

6. How was Richard III killed?
