JOHN DAVENPORT

ESTABLISHING NEW HAVEN

EARLY LIFE IN ENGLAND

     John Davenport was educated at the University of Oxford and later was elected leader of the Church of St. Stephens in London. Because Holland was more hospitable to Puritans than was England, Davenport moved there in 1633 and became co-pastor of the English Church in Amsterdam. There Davenport quarreled with Dutch religious officials, and in 1637 he departed for America with his boyhood friend Theophilus Eaton, who had become a wealthy London merchant, and all of his followers from England. In June the group arrived in Boston but decided not to remain there. 

COMING TO AMERICA

    On April 24, 1638, a company of five-hundred English Puritans led by the Reverend John Davenport and Theophilus Eaton, sailed into the harbor. They soon discovered that the Quinnipiacks and other local tribes were much distressed by raiding bands of Indians from surrounding areas. It was for this reason that the chief of the Quinnipiacks, agreed to sell the tribe's land to the Puritans. In return, the settlers pledged to protect the natives and to allow them the use of the lands on the east side of the harbor. 

THE DUAL PURPOSE OF NEW HAVEN

     New Haven's founders not only hoped to create a Christian utopia, they also saw in New Haven's spacious harbor an opportunity to establish a commercial empire that would control much of the eastern coastline

     By 1640 a complete government had been established and the settlement, originally called Quinnipiac, was renamed Newhaven. The town plan was based on a grid of nine squares. In accordance with old English custom, the central square, now the Green, was designated a public common. By 1641 New Haven had grown into a community of approximately 800. 

     Over the next few years, however, the flow of newcomers began to weaken and trade with the outside world shifted more and more to Boston. 

     In an attempt to establish direct trade with England, the settlers managed to assemble enough produce to fill a vessel which would become known as the "Great Shippe." However, after setting sail in January, 1646, the ship and its crew were never heard from again. This disaster ended the dream of creating an economic empire and over the years New Haven became overshadowed by Boston. 

A BAD POLITICAL MOVE

     In 1649, King Charles I of England was accused of treason and beheaded. His son, Charles II, became king eleven years later and sought vengeance against the men who had signed his father's death warrant. Two of them, Colonel Edward Whalley and his son-in-law Colonel William Goffe fled to America and, in 1661, they were hidden by John Davenport in a cave on the top of New Haven's West Rock. They were later joined by a third “regicide,” (king-killer)  John Dixwell. Three of New Haven's streets are named after the regicides and their story has become an integral part of New Haven's history. 

WHAT WERE THE BLUE LAWS?

     Settlers of the New Haven colony were given a set of laws in 1656 that sought to define proper and moral conduct. These laws contained a great deal of extremist Puritanical thought, such as denying food and lodging to 'heretics'. The bulk of these laws emphasized the importance of keeping the Sabbath day holy by refraining from a number of activities, including kissing a child and walking in a garden.

     These laws were not called blue laws by the colonists themselves. The term blue law in reference to this early legal code did not appear until the 18th Century, when a Reverend Samuel Peters paraphrased what he called the Blue Laws of Connecticut. 

WERE THEY REALLY “BLUE?”

     The origin of the name blue law is in dispute. Some sources make the claim that the original pamphlets were printed on blue paper. However; blue paper would have been a luxury item in the 17th Century. Others suggest that the term 'blue' was used as an insult against extreme snobbish people (as we often refer to them as “bluebloods.”)   Other possible origins are that the term comes from the term “true blue,” referring to people who don't change their convictions or policies.   Still others argue that the term was coined by critics to ridicule the effort to prevent “blue” or indecent behavior, such as drinking and fornication.
DAVENPORT FIGHTS UNION WITH OTHER TOWNS

     Davenport resisted the union of New Haven with the rest of the Connecticut colony, but when his efforts failed, he accepted an invitation in 1667 to become pastor of the First Church in Boston.  Because he had hid the men who had signed the death warrant of King Charles I, his colony lost its charter.
JOHN DAVENPORT

1. Why did Davenport leave England to go to Holland?
2. Why did he have to leave Holland?
3. Why was the Indians’ chief so willing to sell land to Davenport and his followers?
4. What agreement did the settlers make with the Indians?
5. What are two reasons why New Haven was founded?
6. What English custom was used in designing the town?
7. Why did Boston become a greater trade center than New Haven?
8. What was the “Great Shippe” incident and how did it change the future for New Haven?
9. What poor political move did Davenport make which affect ted the settlement?
10. Briefly define the term “Blue Law.”
11. What were the origins of this term?
