King Henry VIII 
Anne of Cleves
THE SEARCH FOR A NEW WIFE
Anne of Cleves was Henry VIII's fourth wife, though not his first choice for the role by far. His ambassadors searched out all the eligible heiresses of Europe and discovered their king had a very nasty marital reputation.  The king's poor and disrespectful treatment of his first wife and the quick end of his third only contributed to his low reputation. 

Henry sought out Catholic princesses.  His fifth wife would be a Catholic.  Henry's influential advisor, Thomas Cromwell, wanted England to ally herself with a Protestant nation that rejected the Pope’s authority. Marriage to Anne of Cleves would do just that.

Henry VIII's previous two marriages had been love matches; he had been quite independent in choosing women of his own court to marry. But this fourth marriage was necessarily a more diplomatic endeavor. In this, the king returned to the traditional role of kings searching for brides.  He sent out instructions regarding the search for a new wife barely a month after Jane's death. 

Henry was used to making his own decisions about the women in his life; he had high standards for female beauty and insisted his next wife be physically attractive. To that end, he told his ambassadors that no official overtures be made to certain ladies until he had approved of their looks. The ambassadors were often placed in embarrassing positions, commissioning portraits and sending back detailed descriptions of pock marks and hairstyles. 

The choices were narrowed down to four  - Marie de Guise, a widow, was tall, beautiful and already proven in childbirth.   However, she chose the Scottish king James V.   Henry then looked to her younger sister, but she also became otherwise engaged. Then there was the beautiful and intelligent Christina of Milan, just sixteen and one of the most sought-after heiresses of her generation. But the king of England was three times her age, fat and with a cruel reputation, and she a great-niece of Katharine of Aragon.
ANNE JOINS THE LIST
Suddenly Cromwell's moment had arrived. The fourth contender was the sister of the duke of Cleves. The duke was not a Protestant himself but was allied through marriage. HhENn Henry was persuaded to send his favorite court painter to paint both Anne and her sister Amelia. Henry, who by this time was wearying of the endless rounds of negotiations. 

Anne was 24 years old.  She was well-educated in domestic skills but she was neither intellectual or flirtatious, both qualities the king admired. She had no musical skills, and music was one of Henry's passions, and no interest in books. On the trip to England, her escort (perhaps sensing disaster ahead) tried to teach her the king's favorite card games but Anne found them hopeless. It was not her fault, nor that of Henry VIII, but she was raised in a different country and. 

WAS ANNE REALLY UGLY?

The issue of the betrothal portrait is the most fascinating part of this story. There were remarks that she did not look as well as the portrait asserted.  She had arrived in England after a long journey, perhaps the sea air did not agree with her skin? Or perhaps nervousness over the impending marriage caused a change in her complexion. We cannot know. But we do know that Henry's ambassadors, only too aware of their master's wishes, allowed the portrait to be sent as a fair likeness of Anne.  Henry did not make much of the supposed difference between the painted and real Anne, aside from a comment to Cromwell that she was 'nothing so fair as she had been reported.' 

What actually happened to drive Anne and Henry apart was a simple matter of attraction. The king was repulsed by her. Anne's feelings on the matter are not known but Henry was no longer the strong, athletic king of years past; various injuries had reduced his exercise but not his appetite. He was increasingly obese. 

There is reason to believe it was not an immediate revulsion; it was only after their wedding night, that word spread of his physical distaste. When Cromwell asked him the next morning, 'How liked you the Queen?', Henry replied, 'I liked her before not well, but now I like her much worse.' 

The king was already looking for ways out. The very day of the wedding ceremony, he told Cromwell, 'My Lord, if it were not to satisfy the world, and my Realm, I would not do that I must do this day for none earthly thing.' Around this time, the king met Catherine Howard.  He felt an instant attraction to the lively, Catherine.

A WAY OUT FOR HENRY?

In the few days between the first meeting and the wedding, Cromwell and the king had found a potential way out, though the ceremony continued as planned. Earlier, Anne had briefly been engaged to Francis, duke of Lorraine. After careful research, the English discovered there was no official end of that contract; Anne was still betrothed to Francis. 

Thus Henry's marriage to Anne of Cleves was legally invalid from the start.  This is one of the more ironic moments in Henry's marital career. For once, his decision to end a marriage was legally valid and acceptable to all. 

What did Anne think of all this controversy? 

Luckily for her, she had only a small knowledge of English and even less knowledge of the physical relationship between a man and wife. Her English ladies were astounded by her innocence. 'When he [Henry] comes to bed, he kisses me and taketh me by the hand, and biddeth me 'Goodnight, sweetheart,' and in the morning, kisses me, and biddeth me, 'Farewell, darling.' Is this not enough?' asked Anne. No, she was told emphatically, it most certainly was not.  

It was rumored, that Henry already began a relationship with Catherine Howard.  He was also deeply in love with her, a somewhat strange attraction between the king, who was almost 49 years old, man and a very young woman. 

Anne had to go. Henry had no desire to engage in another lengthy legal and theological dispute. The king declared the marriage was invalid from the start. 
Would Anne agree? 

She did agree, most readily. Anne quickly grasped the situation. The king had already executed one wife and harassed another to death. She dare fight Henry?
WHAT TO DO WITH ANNE?
Accepting Henry's judgment, she agreed the marriage was invalid and signed all necessary documents. Henry was generous. Anne was to be known as the king's 'good sister' and received a very nice settlement of manors and estates. This guaranteed her an huge income, making her one of the wealthiest women in England. 

She grew to enjoy English ale and gambling; she spent large sums on gowns; she visited with the king's children and occasionally the king himself. She was content and happy and had little reason to be otherwise. 
Henry VIII: Anne of Cleves

1. How did Henry decide to marry Anne?
2. Henry first two choices for marriage were rejected. Why?
3. What skills did Anne have?
4. Why did her portrait differ from her real looks?
5. Besides a lack of physical attraction, what other things drove Henry away from her?
6. How did Henry's advisors find a way to get Henry out of the marriage?
7. What was eventually done with Anne?

