COLONIAL DELAWARE

Early Exploration

Delaware's history is a long and proud one. Early explorations of our coastline were made by the Spaniards and Portuguese in the sixteenth century, by Henry Hudson in 1609 hired by the Dutch, and by Samuel Argall, an English sea captain who was leading a rescue expedition to Jamestown in 1610
     During a storm, Argall was blown off course and sailed into a strange bay which he named in honor of his governor. It is doubtful that Lord De La Warr ever saw, or explored, the bay, river, and state which today bears his name. In 1631, 11 years after the landing of the English pilgrims at Plymouth, Massachusetts, the first white settlement was made on Delaware soil. 
The Dutch Arrive

     A group of Dutchmen formed a trading company for the purpose of enriching themselves from the New World. The expedition of about 30 individuals sailed from the town of Hoorn in Holland.  Their settlement, called Zwaanendael, meaning valley of swans, was located near the present town of Lewes. 

     The settlers of Zwannandael were killed and their buildings burned by the Indians. 
New Sweden

     No further attempts at colonization were made on Delaware soil until 1638, when the Swedes established their colony in present Wilmington, which was not only the first permanent settlement in Delaware, but in the whole Delaware River Valley and North America. The first expedition, consisting of two ships, Kalmar Nyckel  and Vogel Grip , under the leadership of Peter Minuit, landed about March 29. The location of the first Swedish settlement was at "The Rocks," on the Christina River, near the foot of Seventh Street. A fort was built called Fort Christina after the young queen of Sweden; the river was also named for her. 

     The most important Swedish governor was Colonel Johan Printz, who ruled the colony under Swedish law for ten years, from 1643 to 1653. He was succeeded by Johan Rising, who upon his arrival in 1654, seized the Dutch post, Fort Casmir, which the governor of the Colony of New Netherlands had built in 1651, on the site of the present town of New Castle. 

The Dutch Take Over

     Rising governed the Swedish Colony from his headquarters at Fort Christina until the autumn of 1655, when Peter Stuyvesant came from New Amsterdam with a Dutch fleet, took over the Swedish forts, and established  Dutch control over the colony of New Sweden. This marked the end of Swedish rule in Delaware, but the cultural, social, and religious influence of these Swedish settlers has had a lasting effect upon the cultural life of the people in this area and upon subsequent westward migrations of many generations. Old Swedes (Holy Trinity) Church built by the Swedes at Wilmington in 1698 is one of the oldest Protestant Churches in North America. 

     Following the seizure of the colony of New Sweden, the Dutch restored the name of Fort Casmir and made it the principal settlement of the River (which would later be renamed the Delaware river).  In a short time the area within the fort was not large enough to accommodate all the settlers so a town named New Amstel (now New Castle), was laid out. 
England Seizes Dutch Holdings in North America

     In 1664, the English fleet arrived in the harbor of New Amsterdam (today New York) and presented the Dutch with a choice to surrender or be taken by force.  Rather than fight, the Dutch surrendered all of their holdings in North America to the English.  This was probably a wise decision as the Dutch were hopeless outnumbered.  The Dutch colony here in Delaware became property of the English.  New Netherland was renamed New York after the Duke of York (the King’s brother.)
Penn Arrives

     The year 1681 marked the granting of the Pennsylvania to William Penn by King Charles II and the arrival of Penn's followers on the Delaware River. They soon reported to Penn that the new colony would be landlocked if the colonies on either side of the Delaware River or Bay were hostile.  Penn asked the King for the land on the west side of the Delaware River and Bay below his province.  The land was given to Penn.  This included the counties of New Castle, St. Jones, and Deale, (later called New Castle, Kent, and Sussex)
     On October 27 of 1681, William Penn landed in America first at New Castle and there took possession of the Lower Counties.  The following year the three Lower Counties were combined with  Pennsylvania as territories with full privileges under Penn's famous "Frame of Government."   Also in this year, the counties of St. Jones and Deale were renamed Kent and Sussex Counties respectively. 
Penn’s Battles over the “Three Lower Counties”

     After 1682, a long dispute started between William Penn and Lord Baltimore of the Province of Maryland as to the exact dominion controlled by Penn on the lower Delaware. 

     The court cases continued between the heirs of Baltimore and Penn until almost the end of the colonial period.
Delaware “separates” from Penn’s Woods

     In 1704, after a dispute with Penn’s woods over taxation and pirates, Delaware declared its independence from Pennsylvania establishing the boundary between the two as a 12 mile arc from the courthouse in New Castle.
Colonial Delaware questions

1. Who were the first two explorers to visit the coastline of Delaware? 

2. What countries were these explorers from?

3. How did Delaware get its name?

4. What year did the Dutch arrive to settle in Delaware?

5. What did they name their colony?

6. What does the name mean?

7. What was the purpose of this settlement?

8. What happened to this settlement?

9. What year did the Swedish arrive?

10. Where did the Swedes land?

11. How did the Fort Christina and the Christina River get its name?

12. Who was the most important Swedish governor?


13. How did the Swedes eventually lose control of this New Sweden?

14. What examples of Swedish influence on this region are still here today?

15. When the Dutch took over this area, what did they name it?

16. When did the English take over all of the Dutch territory ?

17. When the English took New Amsterdam, what did they rename it?

18. What year did Penn receive this land?

19. What were the Dutch names of the three counties?

20. These counties were later re-named by the English. What were they called?

21. Whom did Penn fight in court over possession of these counties?

22. When did these three counties separate from Pennsylvania?

23. Why did these counties separate from Pennsylvania?

