THE RESTORATION
     The Restoration Settlement led to Charles Stuart being proclaimed King Charles II of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland on May 8th, 1660. 

     For eleven years, there had been no monarchy but the Restoration Settlement brought back from exile the son of the beheaded Charles I. The arrival of Charles was well received by the locals – and their jubilation was shared throughout the country. Many were happy that the old order had been reinstalled. 

     This may well have been a reaction to the years when Oliver Cromwell controlled the country – which many saw as ‘unnatural’. 

     One of the first acts of the new government was to introduce an Act of Pardon. This act forgave and pardoned people for past actions and it allowed the new monarch a fresh start. Great things were expected from Charles II.

 

     The term ‘Restoration Settlement’ seems to give an air of structure to the settlement but, in fact, it was done with little planning involved.  There was no ‘rule book’ that could be referred to  but Parliament recognized that the main aims for the country were stability and order.

 

     The Parliament had to deal with the Restoration and the problems left by the Interregnum. 

     The first problem faced by this parliament was that it was divided on what powers to give Charles II. The Presbyterians wanted such power to be limited while others pushed for Charles to have far more power than was first anticipated. These members of Parliament were hoping for a royal reward as well. 

 

     One of the most pressing immediate issues was a legal one. Would anyone be punished for crimes committed during the Civil War and the Interregnum? In the Declaration of Breda Charles had made it clear that there would be a general amnesty for all. 

 

     The issue involving land was also resolved with some degree of ease. During the Interregnum (1649 to 1660) much land belonging to the Crown, the Church and Royalist supporters had been taken by the government or by its supporters. With the Restoration, many simply assumed that their former property would be restored. They assumed that because they had been loyal to Charles, that he would be loyal to them. However, it was not as easy as this as the land had, in many instances, been purchased in good faith and the new property owners were clearly not willing to simply hand it back to the old owners when they believed that they had the legal title to this land. In the Declaration of Breda, Charles had stated that he would leave this issue to Parliament. 

 

     The army was clearly needed careful handling after 1660. The army continued to contain a radical element, which could become a danger to Charles II. The other consideration was that the army was expensive to maintain. The best way round this was to reduce the number of men in the army. However, enforced unemployment would only cause problems, so the government had to find a way around this.

  

     The power that Charles had on his return to Britain is open to debate. It was Charles who was invited back by Parliament, and not the other way round. On the surface, Parliament had the power. However, it was also apparent by 1660 that Parliament did not have the support of the people. 

     Crowds gathered to greet Charles on his journey.  

     There were those in Parliament who wanted the king to have restricted powers but those member of Parliament who supported Charles, blocked these ideas. Charles arrived in London with many powers that had been removed from his father. He could select his ministers and dissolve Parliament.

 

     The one area that Parliament could have exerted its authority over the king was money. Charles had been a king in exile and though he returned in a blaze of glory, he had no obvious income to match his new status. 

  

     The financial settlement was that Charles would receive £1.2 a year. The money would come from Crown lands, custom duties and new taxes on certain items.   These new taxes did not raise as much as was anticipated and Charles ‘only’ received about 2/3rds of the agreed £1.2 million.

 

     Charles was further helped in early 1661 when a general election brought in a Parliament with a majority of Royalists in it. For this reason this Parliament is called the ‘Cavalier Parliament’. 
 
Restoration

1. How did locals feel about Charles' return to the throne?
2. What was the Act of Pardon designed to do?
3. How was Parliament divided about the powers to give the king?
4. What was the intention of the Declaration of Brevda?
5. Describe how the issue of land was resolved.
6. Why did he King fear the army?
7. Why didn't he simply reduce the size of the army?
8. How was money to be raised for the King? Be specific.
 9. How did things change (in Parliament) for the new King?
