The History Of The English Civil War

The Bishops' Wars, 1639 and 1640

The Bishops' Wars were fought between the Scots and English forces led by Charles I. These conflicts paved the way for the uprising of Parliament that began the English civil wars.

Charles I was attempting to enforce Anglican reforms onto the Scottish church. However the Scots were opposed to this, and even wanted to destroy the control that bishops had over the church.  Charles' reforms were rejected by the Scottish Assembly in 1638. 

Charles was furious that the Scots had rejected his proposals, and hastily formed an English force with which to march on Scotland in 1639. He did not have the funds for such a military expedition, nor confidence in his troops, so he was forced to leave Scotland without fighting a battle. 

The trouble continued in Scotland, and when Charles discovered that they had been plotting with the French he again decided to mount a military expedition. This time, Charles called Parliament in order to get funds (1640). 

When parliament formed, they immediately wanted to discuss grievances against the government, and were generally opposed to any military operation. This angered Charles and he dismissed parliament again, hence the name "Short Parliament" that it is commonly given. 

Charles went ahead with his military operation without Parliament's support, and was beaten by the Scots. 

Charles found himself in a desperate position, and was forced to call parliament again in November, 1640. This parliament is known as the "Long Parliament". 

 The Civil Wars 1642-51

The tension between Charles and Parliament was still great, since none of the issues raised by the Short Parliament had been resolved. This tension was brought to a head on January 4th, 1642 when Charles attempted to arrest five members of parliament. This attempt failed, since they were spirited away before the king's troops arrived. 
Charles left London and both he and parliament began to stockpile military resources and recruit troops. 

Charles officially began the war by creating his own army.  Supporters of King Charles were called Royalists.  They were also referred to as Cavaliers which meant they were of high-born status and of extravagant wealth.  Parliament had it’s own army referred to as “roundheads” because the religious group that dominated Parliament wore their hair closely shaved as opposed to the Cavaliers who had longer, often braided hair.

At this stage of the wars, parliament had no wish to kill the king. It was hoped that Charles could be reinstated as ruler, but with a more constructive attitude to parliament. 
The majority of the country was neutral in the civil wars, and both sides only had about 13,000 men in 1642. 

Parliament were supported by the richer South and East, including London. Parliament also held most of the ports, since the merchants that ran them saw more profit in a parliament-lead country.   Parliament definitely had access to more resources than the king, and could collect taxes. Charles had to depend on donations from his wealthy supporters to fund his armies.

The first war stretched from 1642 to 1646.  Charles marched on London, hoping for a quick victory. The two forces met in a battle outside London a battle was fought. This battle proved inconclusive, but after a second battle, Charles and his army was forced to turn away from London.  In 1643, many battles were fought all over the country. 

Parliament drew up the "Solemn League & Covenant", which promised the Scots religious reforms in return for their help. 

Charles negotiated a cease-fire in Ireland that freed English troops for action on the mainland. 

In 1644, military actions were balanced with both sides winning a few battles. 

In 1645, the New Model Army was formed. This army won two important victories, effectively destroying all of Charles' armies. 

In 1646, Charles fled North seeking refuge with he Scots, bringing the first war to a close. 

Charles was ransomed back  by parliament.

However, the army was unhappy about not being properly paid.   Eventually the army kidnapped Charles in an attempt to win a bargaining piece. However, Charles escaped.

Charles tried to negotiate a new agreement with the Scots, again promising church reform (Dec 28 1647). This agreement led to the second war.  This new betrayal by Charles caused parliament to debate whether Charles should be returned to power at all. Those who still supported Charles' place on the throne tried once more to negotiate with him. 

The army, angry that parliament was still considering Charles as a ruler, marched on parliament and may in Parliament were arrested. 146 were kept out of parliament, and only 75 were allowed in, and then only to do the army's bidding. 

This new parliament was ordered to set up a high court of justice in order to try Charles I for treason in the name of the people of England. The trial of the king (Jan 1649) found Charles guilty as charged, and he was beheaded on January 30th. 

Oliver Cromwell then lead the army in quelling revolts in Ireland and Scotland (1649-50) to finally restore an uneasy peace.    The Commonwealth was then established, with Oliver Cromwell as Lord Protector of England.

The History Of The English Civil War questions

1. What originally caused the Scots to rebel against King Charles?
2. Why couldn’t Charles effectively use an army against Scotland when they rebelled?
3. How did the French get involved?
4. Why did Charles dismiss the “short Parliament?”
5. What happen when he took an army an attacked Scotland (without Parliament’s support?)
6. What did Charles do that provoked a split between him and the Long Parliament?
7. What did Parliament do when Charles fled London?
8. Who were the “roundheads” and how did they get their name?
9. Who were the “Cavaliers?”
10. Which side had more resources (money)?  Why?
11.  What did Parliament do to get the Scots to help them?
12.  What did Charles do to try and get the Irish to help him?
13.  Charles was eventually defeated and captured by the Scots.  How did parliament get him back?
14. Why did the army kidnap Charles?
15. What started the second civil war?
16. What did the Army do to the Parliament to prevent from negotiating with Charles and making Charles the King again?
17. What eventually happened to Charles?

