THE HISTORY OF THE CAROLINAS
     In 1609, colonists under the direction of Captain John Smith left Jamestown and settled in what is today North Carolina.  Years later, others explored the area south of Virginia . 
THE FIRST CHARTER IS CANCELLED

     Eight years later, Sir Robert Heath, a friend of Charles I, obtained a charter for land south of Virginia, six degrees of latitude in width, extending westward to the Pacific Ocean. That charter was declared void in 1663, because the proprietor had not fulfilled his agreements. 
VIRGINIANS MIGRATE


     People who lived in Virginia and suffered from the rules of the State Church moved south into the wilderness for freedom. Many others followed. 
NEW ENGLANDERS TRY SETTLING IN THE CAROLINAS

     In New England, colonies had become too small to support the newly arriving settlers so adventurous New Englanders appeared in a small vessel along the coast of what is today North Carolina in search of a home and warmer climate. They purchased land from the Indians, and tried to set up a farming colony there.  Then, news came that the whole region had been given by Charles II to some of his best friends and wealthy close associates .
The New Englanders had partners in London who pleaded on behalf of their claims, their and purchase of the land from the Indians.  A compromise was reached that allowed settlers rent the land yearly for a half-penny an acre. The soil turned out to be too poor for faming so most of the New Englanders returned home, though some stayed.
KING CHARLES II GIVES AWAY THE REGION


     The grant Charles II gave was to some very unscrupulous men.  They got the land by telling the King it would be used for  "for the spread of the gospel" among the heathen (Indians.)  Their real objective was to rob the Indians of their lands, and to accumulate riches and honor for themselves.   
      It is said that when these “friends” appeared before Charles II and presented their ideas so full of obviously false motives, the King, after looking each in the face, with a merry twinkle of his eye, burst into loud laughter, in which his audience joined. He then picked up his little cocker-spaniel, and holding it in his arms, tossed his dog to one of the men and said: ""There, is a worthy minister; make him archbishop of the domain which I shall give you." 
THE REGION GETS A NAME
    In March 1663, Charles gave them a charter for the territory.  The proprietors were made absolute rulers of the region. The region was named "Carolina," in honor of the king.
FARMING DIFFICULT

     Two years later some English emigrants came from Barbados, purchased land from the Indians, (the area abandoned by the New Englanders), and founded a settlement. They treated the few New Englanders who had remained very kindly.  The poor soil prevented a rapid growth of the settlement, yet the inhabitants found other resources for profit including vast pine forest.   The settlers turned their labor into the manufacture of boards, shingles and the gathering of turpentine.  The settlement became permanent; and so the foundation of the commonwealth of North Carolina was established.
CHARLES GIVES AWAY MORE

     The greedy friends of Charles II sought more territory, and in June, 1665, they obtained another charter which granted to them the land from the now southern boundary of Virginia to the peninsula of Florida, and westward to the Pacific Ocean…..the whole under the name of Carolina. His friends were trying a build a huge empire.   Plans were made for appointing legislators and judges; for raising troops and building forts; waging war by sea and land is necessary; and  establishing cities.  "Every favor was extended to the proprietors to build this new empire.
THE SOUTH SHOWS GREAT POTENTIAL


     In the year 1670, the proprietors sent three ships with emigrants to settle the more southern portions of Carolina. On the banks of a stream a few miles above the site of Charleston, they landed, built houses and cultivated the soil. There they planted the first seeds of the colony of South Carolina at a spot known as Old Town. 

     The settlers found the Indians untrusting.  These Indians believed that the white man was a cruel robber. Planters were compelled to labor in the fields and on the waters, well-armed, yet they prospered; and they soon conquered the Indians with kindness. 

     In 1671, fifty families arrived and with them many African slaves. This was the introduction of slave-labor into South Carolina, which has always been pre-eminently a planting state.   

     So began the commonwealth of South Carolina. It was known as a place where freedom was enjoyed, and emigrants flocked to it from England, Holland, and New York. They spread over the peninsula between the Ashley River and another stream which they called the Cooper River, both so named in honor of Ashley Cooper, one of the proprietors. 

     At the junction of these streams, was a fine harbor in sight of the sea.  They laid the foundations of a capital city for the province and named it Charles Town (Charleston) in compliment to the king. Old Town was abandoned, and the new village flourished. Very soon thriving settlements were seen along the other rivers; and the region became quite populated.
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH

     Although the Northernmost region was the first permanent settlement in the Carolina area, the region that developed around present-day Charleston became more popular and wealthy because of the natural harbor and easier access to trade with the West Indies.   More attention was given to developing the Charleston area than her northern counterparts. 
SEPARATION

     For a twenty-year period, 1692-1712, the colonies of North and South Carolina existed as one unit of government.  In 1712, Carolina was separated into the two colonies of North and South Carolina. North Carolina continued to be a colony of small farms. But South Carolina developed large plantations. As the plantations grew in size, South Carolina didn't have enough plantation workers so slaves from Africa to work the fields. 

THE HISTORY OF THE CAROLINAS

1. Where did the first settlers of the Carolinas come from? 
2. Why did people from Virginia move to Carolina?
3. Why did people from New England move to Carolina? 
4. Once King Charles II had given the land away, what compromise was reached which allowed the New Englanders to stay? 
5. Why did most of the New Englanders eventually leave? 
6. What were the men like to whom Charles II gave this land? 
7. According to these men, why did they want the land? 
8. What was their real purpose for asking for the land? 
9. Because of poor soil, settlers in the northern part of Carolina had to come up with other ways to make money.  What did they find that was profitable? 
10. Charles’ friend received even more land.  How far did this grant extend? (boundaries) 
11. At first, how did the Indians get along with the settlers in southern Carolina? 
12. What was the first settlement built there? 
13. What settlement eventually became the capital? 
14. Why was the southern part of Carolina so much more popular than the northern part?  What advantages did the southern part have?
