THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION
The 1688 Revolution, often referred to as the ‘Glorious Revolution of 1688’, ended the reign of James II and ushered in the reign of William III and Mary II  The 1688 Revolution came at the end of a reign when James II had made it all too clear that he wanted Roman Catholicism reinstalled as the country’s religion. 

No one was willing to tolerate more years of uncertainty or the possibility of the country being pushed once more into military conflict.

 

The policies of James II had caused much discontent in Parliament.  As a result, leading politicians took it upon themselves to send an ‘Invitation’ to William of Orange inviting the Protestant William to take the throne of the country – along with his wife Mary who was the daughter of James II and granddaughter of Charles I.

 

William landed in 1688. James fled to France.

William called a parliament which passed the necessary legislation that the Revolution required to be successful. The politicians behind the 1688 Revolution saw James II as being the one at fault for undermining the constitution as it then stood.  The Parliament believed that they were merely taking society back to the time where the Protestant faith was guaranteed. 

 

The December 1688 Bill of Rights declared that James had abdicated and that the Crown had legally passed to William and Mary and their heirs. There were those who viewed Mary alone as the legal heir to the throne as she was from Stuart blood – the daughter of James II and the granddaughter of Charles I.

 

William, a respected Protestant leader from Holland, was given full royal powers. 

  

The Bill of Rights forbade the monarch from being a Catholic and from marrying a Catholic.   It also handed a great deal of power to Parliament. Some historians view it as the start of constitutional monarchy.

 

Taxation raised through anything else other than Parliament was banned; 

A standing army raised without Parliament’s consent was banned; 

The prosecution of anyone petitioning the Crown was also banned. 

The Bill of Rights also stated that calls for a Parliament should be frequent and that there should be Parliamentary debates free from outside interference

 

In June 1701, the Act of Settlement was introduced. The Bill of Rights had ensured that Anne would be the rightful heir after William and Mary – along with her heirs. The Act of Settlement wanted to clarify what would happen if Anne left no heirs, as was the case. The act stated that the Sophia of Hanover and her heirs would succeed Anne. The House of Hanover was Protestant and the act ensured that the Protestant faith would continue after Anne died.

Glorious Revolution

1. The "Glorious Revolution" marked the end of what monarch's reign in England?
2. Who became the next King and Queen?
3. After the revolution, the King called Parliament together. Whom did they blame for the mess England was in?
4. What did the Bill of Rights (1688) do?
5. How did the Bill of Rights change the power of the King?
6. What did the Act of Settlement (1701) say?
7. Why was this important?

