The Enclosure Movement

There were two main processes of enclosure in England. 

1.  Dividing up larger fields into small, privately-owned fields

One was the division of large open fields into privately controlled plots of land, usually hedged and known at the time as "severals". This land was already owned, but under a concept of ownership that gave the owners rights to the crops, but not the power to keep people out.   Much of the land had been communally ploughed and open to communal grazing after the harvest.   A farmer might own or rent several strips in a field. Medieval manors usually had two to three large open fields, so that crops could be rotated. In the process of enclosure, the large fields were divided and communal access restricted. Most open-field manors in England were enclosed in this manner.
2.  Eliminating “public” lands

The second process of enclosure was the division and privatization of common, marshes, and other "wastes" (in the original sense of "uninhabited places"). These enclosures turned common land into owned land, whereas field enclosures only segregated land that was already owned.

From as early as the 12th century, some open fields in Britain were being enclosed into individually owned fields. The process sped up during the 15th and 16th centuries as sheep farming grew more profitable.

What factors drove the enclosure movement?

Both economic and social factors drove the enclosure movement. In particular, the demand for land in the seventeenth century, and a shift in beliefs to the importance of "common wealth" as opposed to the previous belief in the "public good"  
How and why did this happen?

Enclosures were conducted by agreement among the landholders throughout the seventeenth century.  Enclosed lands normally could demand higher rents than unenclosed, and thus landlords had an economic stake in enclosure, even if they did not intend to farm the land directly.

Enclosure was also believed to be necessary to implement certain technological improvements.  One stated advantage was the reduction in the spread of disease, because plots were separated from their neighbors, and livestock were segregated into herds. Enclosed fields also allowed farmers to experiment in selective breeding, which would be more difficult in a common field.

Many historians believe that enclosure was an important factor in the reduction of small landholders in England.  Enclosure faced a great deal of popular resistance because of its effects on the household economies of smallholders and landless laborers. Common rights had included not just the right of cattle or sheep grazing, but also the grazing of geese, foraging for pigs, and fuel gathering. Many people who had previously been able to live off the land, now were forced into the cities where they became laborers.

Vocabulary:  
Communally:  by all in the community
Communal: by use for all in the community
Privatization:  making something privately owned
Segregated:  Deliberately kept apart
Landlords:  person who watches over the land for the owner (landholder)
Laborers: workers
 
1. What were the privately controlled lands called?
2. Prior to enclosing the property, how did people farm the land?
3. What are some examples on “uninhabitable places?
4. What advantages did landlords have once land was enclosed?
5. What kind of rights were considered “common rights?”
6. What happened to the people who could not afford to live on the land?
