THE CRUSADES
Proud knights in the Crusades would march towards forgiveness of their sins, filled with greed. Bloodshed, they believed, was worth it, dying was worth it. Marching towards Jerusalem with victory in their eyes, they would take anyone who stood in their way of victory. These are the Crusades of the Middle Ages. 
A brief overview

In the year 1095, people were shocked in Western Europe by the words of Pope Urban II, "The Muslims have conquered Jerusalem".  Pope Urban wanted the Christians to retake Jerusalem from the Muslims. People shouted "God wills it". All over France these were the warring words of the Christians.   People felt the war to be a religious mission, a crusade.  The word Crusade meant "a war of the cross". 

During the first Crusade (1095-1097) most of the knights died of hunger, thirst or disease. When they got to Jerusalem they slaughtered anyone they could find. 
Besides the Knights, there were pilgrims who were going to pray in Jerusalem, groomers that cleaned the horses, wives and children of the knights.  Some of the knights went on Crusades to get rich or to steal a new home from the people they were fighting, but most of the knights went to be absolved of their sins. 

Weaponry and Siege Battles

When the knights attacked in a Crusade they used huge siege weapons. 

· The ballista was the simplest weapon. It was like a giant crossbow that could shoot arrows a distance of 350-450 yards in length. 

· The mangonel was a medium range catapult. 

· The trebuchet was the most powerful siege weapon. It was a catapult that could fling rocks long range. 

· A battering ram was a log cut from a heavy tree. 
All these siege weapons were used to get into Jerusalem by the knights of the Crusades.   Other knights would try to dig under ground and then set fire to the wall supports underground in hopes that the wall would collapse. 
When the knights got inside the walls of Jerusalem they killed people walking street or inside buildings.  
Effects of the Crusades 

The Crusades kept all Europe at war for two centuries, and directly and indirectly cost Christendom several millions of lives (from 2,000,000 to 6,000,000 according to different estimates).  On the other hand, the Holy Wars were productive indirectly of so much and lasting good that they form a most important factor in the history of the progress of civilization. 

Effects of the Crusades on the Catholic Church 

The Crusades contributed to increase the wealth of the Church and the power of the Pope.  Because of the prominent part which the Popes took in the Crusades (mainly their heir authority over the armies and resources of Christendom,) the people to look to them as guides and leaders. 

Effects of the Crusades on Commerce 

One of the most important effects of the crusades was on commerce. They created a constant demand for the transportation of men and supplies, encouraged ship-building, and extended the market for eastern goods in Europe. The products carried across the Mediterranean to the Italian seaports, found their way into all European lands. Silks, tapestries, precious stones, perfumes, spices, pearls, and ivory, were enchanting.
Effects of the Crusades on Feudalism

The crusades helped to undermine feudalism. Thousands of barons and knights mortgaged or sold their lands in order to raise money for a crusading expedition. Thousands more perished in Syria and their estates, through failure of heirs, reverted to the crown. Moreover, private warfare, which was rife during the Middle Ages, also tended to die out with the departure for the Holy Land of so many feudal lords. 

The Crusades helped to break down the power of the feudal aristocracy, and to give prominence to the kings and the people. 

Many of the nobles who set out on the expeditions never returned, and their estates, through failure of heirs, were given to the Crown; while many more wasted their fortunes in meeting the expenses of heir undertaking. 
Social Effects of the Crusades

The Social effects of the Crusades upon the social life of the Western nations were important. The Crusades created an opportunity for romantic adventure. The Crusades created the concept of Chivalry. 
Effects of the Crusades - Intellectual Development

The influence of the Crusades upon the intellectual development of Europe can hardly be overestimated. The crusaders enjoyed the advantages which come from travel in strange lands and among unfamiliar peoples. They went out from their castles or villages to see great cities, marble palaces, superb dresses, and elegant manners; they returned with finer tastes, broader ideas, and wider sympathies. The crusades opened up a new world. Furthermore, the knowledge of the science and learning of the East gained by the crusaders through their expeditions, greatly stimulated the intellect, and helped to awaken in Western Europe that mental activity which resulted finally in the great intellectual outburst known as the Renaissance. 

Effects of the Crusades - Material Development

Among the effects of the Holy Wars upon the development of Europe must be mentioned the lift they gave to commercial enterprise, especially to the trade and commerce of the Italian cities. 

During this period, Venice, Pisa, and Genoa acquired great wealth and reputation through the fostering of their trade by the needs of the crusaders, and the opening up of the East. Their transport ships were constantly plying between the various ports of Europe and the towns of the Syrian coast. 

Various arts, manufactures, and inventions before unknown in Europe, were introduced from Asia. 

Questions:
1. What did Pope Urban suggest was the reason why Christians should go to war?
2. What does Crusade mean?

3. Besides battlefield injuries, what else killed a great many knights in the Crusades?

4. In addition to soldiers, who else went on the Crusades?

5. Name a few “siege” weapons used in the Crusades

6. What eventually happened to Jerusalem?
7. Why did the Catholic church become more powerful as a result of the Crusades?
8. How did the Crusades lead to the end of Feudalism?
9. Explain how the Crusades impacted the economic development of Europe
10. Why did the Crusades lead to intellectual growth in Europe?

