Queen Elizabeth 
ANOTHER UNWANTED CHILD?
Elizabeth Tudor was born in 1533. She was the daughter of King Henry VIII and his second wife, Anne Boleyn. The confident predictions of astrologers and physicians were wrong and the longed-for prince turned out to be a princess. 

Immediately after Elizabeth's birth, Henry VIII wrote to his 17 year old daughter, Princess Mary, and demanded she acknowledge both the annulment of his marriage to her mother, Katharine of Aragon, and the validity of his new marriage. Mary refused. She replied that she knew of no Princess of England but herself, and burst into tears. 

ELIZABETH’S MOTHER IS EXECUTED

After Anne miscarried twice, Henry began to consider this second marriage as cursed as the first. It was only necessary to get rid of Anne, and find a new wife - one who could hopefully deliver a son. The king already had a candidate in mind; her name was Jane Seymour.  Henry VIII was not merely content to annul his marriage to Anne. She was arrested, charged with a variety of crimes, and executed in 1536. Her little daughter was now in the same position as her half-sister, Princess Mary.  However, all of Europe and most Englishmen considered Mary to be Henry's legitimate heir. 
MANY STEPMOMS

Henry married Jane just twelve days after Anne's execution and his long-awaited son, Prince Edward, was born in October 1537. Jane died shortly after the birth of childbed fever. Henry VIII married Anne of Cleves. The marriage was a disaster, and Henry quickly divorced Anne and married Catherine Howard.  The king enjoyed a brief few months of happiness with his fifth wife.  

For Elizabeth, her days were spent mostly at lessons, with the occasional visit from her father. As a child, no one expected her to comment upon her various stepmothers. It was only when she reached adulthood and became queen that its psychological effects were revealed. Elizabeth had a dim view of romantic love and, given her father's example, who can blame her? 

Henry's sixth and final wife, Katharine Parr, had the greatest impact upon Elizabeth's life. A kind woman who believed passionately in education and religion, Katharine was a devoted stepmother. 
A SERIOUS STUDENT

Katharine Parr arranged for Elizabeth to have the most distinguished tutors in England. Elizabeth was educated as well as any prince, and she displayed a genuine love and aptitude for her studies.  In an age when women were considered inferior to men, she was a glorious exception.   Along with such classical subjects as rhetoric, languages, philosophy, and history, Elizabeth also studied theology.   Katharine Parr was devoted to the Church of England. Unlike their half-sister Mary, both Edward and Elizabeth were raised in that church.   Most people viewed the adolescent Elizabeth as a serious young woman who always carried a book with her.
HER YOUNGER BROTHER BECOMES KING

Elizabeth was thirteen years old when her father died.  They were never particularly close though he treated her with affection on her few visits to his court.   If Edward died without heirs, Mary would inherit the throne; if Mary died without heirs, Elizabeth would become queen.
Ten year old Edward was king in name only. The rule of England was actually in the hands of his uncle, the Lord Protector Edward Seymour, soon titled duke of Somerset. Elizabeth moved to Katharine Parr's home in the countryside. This was perhaps the happiest time of her adolescence. 
KATHERINE PARR’S NEW HUSBAND, THOMAS SEYMOUR
Katharine Par married again quickly, to the man she had loved before becoming the wife of Henry VIII.   Her new husband was Thomas Seymour, brother of Edward Seymour, the uncle to the new young King Edward. He was handsome, charming, and very ambitious. He also had terrible political instincts. 

For Elizabeth, the main problem with Seymour was his very flirtatious behavior. As a teenaged girl with little experience of men, she was flattered by his attention and also a bit frightened.   He soon had keys made for every room in their house and started visiting Elizabeth   She left the Seymour home live elsewhere.  Elizabeth and Katharine exchanged letters, but they would not meet again. The queen died on 4 September 1548 of childbed fever. 

After her death, Seymour's position became more dangerous. It was rumored that he wished to marry Elizabeth and thus secure the throne of England in case Edward died young. He had already arranged to become the stepfather of Lady Jane Grey, a Tudor cousin and heir in Henry VIII's will. He planned to marry Jane to Edward, thus securing primary influence with his nephew. Eventually, his plans unraveled and he was arrested. Perhaps the most damning charge was his planned marriage to Elizabeth. Immediately, the council sent someone to investigate Elizabeth’s role in this. They wanted proof that Seymour and Elizabeth planned to wed. If she confessed, she would be forgiven for she was young and foolish. She asserted her complete innocence. She said she cared nothing for the Seymour. She also demanded a public apology be made regarding her innocence.  The council didn't need Elizabeth's confession to execute Seymour. He was charged with thirty-three other crimes, was not given a trial and executed.

Soon enough, Seymour's brother was executed.  King Edward’s council conspired to get rid of him
.  

ELIZABETH KEEPS HER DISTANCE FROM POLITICS

Elizabeth was becoming a well-respected and popular princess.  She was shown every respect and affection from Edward VI who completely ignored his sister Mary.  Their mutual faith was an important connection. 
Elizabeth visited Court occasionally, corresponded with her brother, and continued her studies.  She also cultivated the image of a modest young lady.  This was an attempt to distance herself from Mary, a typical Catholic princess who dressed in all the glittering and garish finery she could afford. Elizabeth dressed plainly, most often in severely cut black or white gowns. She wore each color to great effect. She had matured into a tall, slender and striking girl, with a fair, unblemished complexion and the famous Tudor red hair. She wore her hair loose and did not use cosmetics. When she traveled about the countryside, crowds gathered to see her, a princess renowned for her virtue and learning, her appearance modest and pleasing. 
Edward's ministers, especially after the Seymour affair, were careful with her. When Edward VI became ill in 1553 and it was clear he would not survive, some of these advisors had a desperate plan to save himself from Mary I's Catholic rule by placing Henry VIII's niece, Lady Jane Grey on the throne.   Since Elizabeth was Protestant, so why not put her on the throne instead of Jane? The main reason is that these advisors were well aware that Elizabeth Tudor would not be A puppet, unlike Jane Grey. 
Before he died, Edward VI, he approved the plan for two main reasons: Elizabeth was illegitimate so there might be resistance to her rule and, as a princess, she might be persuaded to marry a foreign prince and England would fall under foreign control. Jane was already safely wed to an Englishman. 
Edward VI died. Immediately, Jane Grey was proclaimed queen, an honor she had not sought and did not want.  She ruled for 9  days until Mary Tudor, at the age of thirty-seven, arrived and was declared queen of England. During the nine days of Jane's reign, Elizabeth had pretended to be ill.   When word reached her that Mary was finally queen, she sent a letter of congratulation to her sister and left for London.  They had not seen each other for about five years. 

SISTERLY UNLOVE AND DISTRUST

Mary had always disliked her half-sister for many reasons. Elizabeth, Mary believed, was never to be trusted. Originally, this dislike was because of Elizabeth's mother, Anne Boleyn. Mary had long blamed Anne for her own mother's tragic end as well as the alienation of her father's affections. After Anne died and Elizabeth, too, was declared illegitimate, Mary found other reasons to hate Elizabeth, chief among them religion. Like her mother, Mary was a devout Catholic.  At her accession, the moment of her great triumph, she was prepared to be kind. 

SISTERS SHARE THE STAGE
Mary ordered that Elizabeth share her triumphal march through London. When their processions met, Elizabeth dismounted and knelt in the road before her sister. Mary dismounted and raised her sister, embracing and kissing her with affection. She even held her hand as they spoke. Their two parties entered London together, the sisters riding side by side. 
The contrast between their physical appearances could not have been more striking. Mary, at thirty-seven, was old beyond her years. Anxiety had marred her health and appearance. She was small like her mother and thin, with Katharine's deep, almost gruff voice.  Elizabeth was nineteen years old, taller than her sister and slender. While Mary was richly attired in velvets covered in jewels and gold, Elizabeth was dressed in her usual strikingly severe style. Neither sister was conventionally beautiful.   Since Mary was thirty-seven, quite old to have a child, Elizabeth was viewed as her probable heir.   As such, she was cheered as much as the new queen. 

On 1 October, Elizabeth rode to Mary's coronation with Henry VIII's discarded fourth wife, Anne of Cleves.  Elizabeth complained her coronet was too heavy and made her head ache. A friend replied to her that, God willing, she would soon wear a heavier crown.  This was dangerous talk, as Elizabeth soon discovered. Mary's mood was fickle regarding her clever half-sister.  It was simply impossible for Mary to forget the past, etched so acutely upon her spirit. She could not like Elizabeth, nor trust her. Elizabeth responded to this emotional hostility by retreating to the countryside to continue her studies. 
ELIZABETH CAN’T HIDE FROM MARY’S PROBLEMS

However much she might wish for peace, she was not to have it. She was destined to be the focal point for all discontent over Mary's reign.  Edward VI's council had left the economy in shambles; currency was near worthless. There was a series of bad harvests. Prices rose and discontent spread. And worst of all, Mary soon decided to marry King Philip II of Spain, son and heir of Charles V. This was yet another example of her inability to forget the past. Philip represented the homeland of her beloved mother, and a chance to bring all the weight of the Holy Roman Empire to bear upon the heretics of England. Mary was determined to turn back the clock on twenty years of religious reform and make England a Catholic nation again. 

Even English Catholics did not want their country to be ruled by another kingdom. Certainly a queen had to marry, but not the emperor's son! In this climate of rebellion and repression, Elizabeth's life was in great danger. 

Elizabeth conformed outwardly to the Catholic faith. But she could not distance herself too much from those who hated May’s Catholic faith.   There was an attempted rebellion in 1554.  The government was able to suppress the rebellion before it spread very far and many were arrested. Mary summoned Elizabeth back to London for questioning. She was understandably frightened and ill.   Elizabeth kept the curtains of the carriage pulled back as she entered the city, and the citizens were able to see her pale, frightened face. She had good cause for her fear; the heads and corpses of arrested rebels were thrust upon spikes throughout the city. 
IMPRISONED BY HER SISTER

Elizabeth was terrified. The mere mention of confinement in the Tower of London was enough to shatter her already fragile nerves.  This was the beginning of one of the most trying times of her life. 

Elizabeth spent just two months in the Tower of London, but she had no idea that her stay would be so brief -   Would she face death at her sister's orders? 
It was clear to Elizabeth that her position was dangerous. The stress took its toll on her health. She lost weight, and became prone to headaches and stomach problems. 

Ironically enough, it was the arrival of Philip of Spain which led to her freedom. Philip wrote Mary and advised that Elizabeth be set free. This gesture was not appreciated by Mary, but - once again - her eagerness for Philip's made her desperate to please him. 
Elizabeth was finally released from the Tower.  Her mother had been executed on the same day eighteen years earlier. 
MARY AND PHILIP ARE WED
Mary, however, had other matters on her mind. Philip II of Spain finally in England. The handsome, fair-haired 27 year old King was already a widow with a male heir; his first wife Maria of Portugal had died in childbirth in 1545 after two years of marriage.  His marriage to Mary was one of political necessity. He was willing to move England slowly back into the Catholic realm. He wed his cousin in a splendid ceremony.  They entered London in triumph, its citizens plied with enough free drinks and entertainment to greet Philip enthusiastically. But there were already signs of trouble: the anonymous pamphlets condemning foreigners. 

Elizabeth had hoped the marriage would result in some change in her circumstances. But she was sadly mistaken. 
MARY IS UNPOPULAR. PHILIP LEAVES
While Elizabeth enjoyed her newfound liberty, the burning of heretics began in earnest. These killings have earned Mary the nickname 'Bloody Mary' and blighted her reputation.  

The burnings, coupled with the Spanish marriage, caused enough resentment; but, unfortunately for Mary, famine and poverty added to her list of woes. But the greatest tragedy of all for the queen was the humiliating and heartbreaking realization that her pregnancy was not real. Mary had truly believed she was pregnant; her stomach had become swollen and she had felt the child quicken. 
Mary's heartache was soon worsened by the impending departure of Philip. He had spent over a year in a country he disliked, married to a woman he pitied but did not love. He used the excuse of pressing business to leave England. Mary protested passionately, begging him to stay; it was clear to everyone that she truly loved her husband. But Philip was equally determined to go. It was perhaps clear to him that Mary was seriously ill and would never have children. If that was the case, he had no reason to remain in England. He left explicit instructions that she treat her sister well. 

WAITING HER TURN

Elizabeth was sent to a small manor house a miles from London where she played another waiting game, only this time with some measure of freedom and hope. But it was to be another three years before she would become queen of England.

The citizens of London were overjoyed at word of Mary's death, bonfires were lit and tables were set in the streets for a grand celebratory feast.  A glorious accession, then, and much celebrated. 
ELIZABETH INHERITS A MESS

Elizabeth was well aware of the dire situation she faced. She herself had been the victim of the religious and political confusion of Mary's reign. And even the weather had been uncooperative for Queen Mary; the droughts which had plagued farmers led to high prices and much poverty. Most of the poor flocked to London where they crowded into ever-expanding slums. Mary's attempts to reform the near worthless currency of Henry VIII and Edward VI's reign had been somewhat only successful. 

A RIVAL FOR ELIZABETH?

Elizabeth knew that when the celebrations ended, the real work would begin.   She would be forced to consider a rival claim to the throne by her cousin, Mary Stuart. Queen of Scotland since infancy, and now the wife of the French prince, Mary was denied a place in the Tudor succession by Henry VIII's will.  But she was a Catholic and had the French monarchy behind her. 
Mary was content to stay in France. But Elizabeth knew her Scottish 'sister' was a serious concern; and while Mary was safely in France, it was all for the better. 

Elizabeth held her first council meeting and appointed the loyal William Cecil as her Principal Secretary of State. They had been friends for a long while, since his appointment as her accountant many years ago. For the next forty years, they were to rule England as a virtually inseparable team.   Elizabeth rewarded the faithful servants who had been her companions since childhood.

Luckily, most of Elizabeth's councilors were of the same mind as the queen. Their first priority was the stability of the realm, and they wanted to negotiate a truce of sorts between the two factions. 
Of course, the more extreme members of both parties could not be satisfied. Also, Philip II of Spain and Henri II of France had recently ended their near-constant warfare  England had remained outside Continental affairs, but would England become the prey of both powers.   The Spanish ambassador De Feria tried to secure a possible marriage between Elizabeth and one of Philip's innumerable relatives. Already her expected marriage dominated European politics. No one expected her to rule alone.

The first two months on the throne went smoothly. But most European powers were convinced she wouldn't last a year as queen. If she did, it would only be due to a quick marriage. And so, over the next several years, the dominant issue of her reign would be - who would the queen marry, and when? For Elizabeth, disliked this entire spectacle.
ELIZABETH REJECTS MARRIAGE

Elizabeth's refusal to discuss marriage, or her occasional witty but vague comments - all these infuriated her councilors. The councilors wanted a king, and an heir.  But Elizabeth knew herself to be intellectually superior to most men and she relished her independence. And, of course, her father's marital history - as well as her sister's - made her question both the personal and political cost of marriage. The new queen always had a low opinion of marital happiness, and saw little reason to change her mind.   Out of love of independence and power, and a native distrust of marriage, Elizabeth was determined to remain single. Her councilors, for their part, pretended to believe otherwise for quite a long time. Despite her repeated vows to 'live and die a virgin', they embarked upon countless rounds of diplomatic negotiations searching for a husband. 
ELIZABETH PLAYS IT DOWN THE MIDDLE

From the earliest days of her reign, one of Elizabeth's greatest political attributes was her endless indecisiveness.  The new queen was not one to whole-heartedly plunge into any scheme, personal or political; thus, she refused to become involved in foreign entanglements which would have bankrupted her country and produced strife and discontent.  In terms of religion, she sought to strike a balance between two extremes through careful thought and debate. In doing so, she negotiated a truce of sorts which lasted through most of her reign - in contrast to the religious turmoil which marked the reigns before and after her own. One could label her indecisive since she did not strike a definitive stance on either issue. But she preserved the peace and prosperity of her nation; she put England, and the welfare of its citizens, first.   This “unwillingness to take a stand” was an essential tool of her political success, however much it frustrated those who wanted her to take sides. In Elizabeth's case, one could argue that she took only the English side.

Elizabeth was content to ignore potential husbands; she considered religion to be the most pressing and divisive issue in England.  Each faith harbored grievances against the other, but Elizabeth was content not to allow one side to punish the other. If each side recognized her rule, she had no qualms about their private worship. So long as they did not rebel, she was content not to pry. Still, many Catholics did not trust the queen's promises. 

TROUBLE WITH THE CATHOLICS

Catholics eventually became a genuine threat to the queen's very life.  Catholic extremists were eventually prepared to kill her. 

The first decade of Elizabeth's reign found the Catholics relatively quiet and content. The queen took care not to disturb calm waters. Ten years into her reign, Elizabeth was forced to abandon her studied disinterest and choose sides.

Mary queen of Scots would be the focus of discontent against Elizabeth. And if Elizabeth should die, naturally or otherwise, Mary had the strongest claim to the English throne. Elizabeth’s closest advisors wondered what should they do with Mary Stuart?   

Elizabeth took the precaution of imprisoning Mary queen of Scots in a variety of secure castles. At first, this 'imprisonment' was little more than an inconvenience since Mary wished to return home. She never recognized the political danger she brought to bear upon her 'sweet sister'. 
The Scots convinced Elizabeth's advisor that Mary's had a role in her second husband's murder. Would the queen of England lend her support to such a woman? It was indeed a problem. Elizabeth settled upon appointing a commission to investigate the charges against Mary……And soon enough, she had even more pressing concerns.

The insularity of Elizabeth's reign was thus broken in 1568, and she was forced into continental affairs. 

WAR IN EUROPE…WILL ENGLAND JOIN?

Spain began a conflict with France, then the Netherlands attempting to restore the Catholic faith in each country under the Spanish King Philip. Philip wanted Elizabeth's support and she encouraged him by considering a possible marriage. Of course, she had no intention of accepting his proposal but it was a useful diplomatic tool. 
European nations pleaded to Elizabeth for help against Spain.
She played both sides as much as possible. She allowed English ships harass and seize Spanish ships returning from the New World and gladly accepted stolen Spanish gold. She sent small numbers of troops to Europe though the situation deteriorated steadily over the next several years. Philip retaliated by supporting Catholic rebellion in Ireland. 

This conflict with Spain and the problem of Mary queen of Scots continued to vex Elizabeth for many years 



LIZ TAKES ACTION AT HOME AND ABROAD

It was soon uncovered that a plot involving Mary queen of Scots was underway with the goal to kill Elizabeth and make Mary the new Catholic queen of England.  Elizabeth felt Mary was a threat to cause future rebellions as long as she was alive so Elizabeth ordered her execution.

When news of the execution of Mary, queen of Scots reached Europe, it gave Philip II of Spain yet another reason to be angry with England. English harassment of Spanish shipping and their support of rebellions against his rule had long been a problem for Spain. He had tried diplomacy,  But it was clear that something must give. Philip could no longer afford the blatant piracy of the English, publicly denied but privately approved by Elizabeth (who always received the largest share of profits.) She had even gone so far as to knight her greatest pirate, Sir Francis Drake, in 1581. 
Philip had supported plans to free Mary, queen of Scots and place her on the English throne.  The execution of Mary, queen of Scots gave him added reason to act. 
WAR WITH ENGLAND….THE END OF ELIZABETH?

Philip spent much of 1587 finally preparing his long-rumored 'Armada' against England. Elizabeth's advisors had long warned her of this possibility, Philip's own advisors believed he could ill afford this new battle. They comprised the largest and best-prepared army and navy in the world.   When word came that an armada of Spanish ships was being prepared for battle, the impending threat was too obvious to ignore.

Yet what could England do against the great Spanish fleet? All of Europe, and many Englishmen, believed England could not withstand the overwhelming Spanish force.

The Armada sailed in May 1588, a grand procession of 130 ships and over 30,000 men…..
Queen Elizabeth
1. What was the difference in age between Mary and her step-sister Elizabeth?

2. How did the people of England feel about young Elizabeth's possibility of becoming Queen?

3. How did Elizabeth's father have a psychological effect on Elizabeth?

4. What subjects did Elizabeth study?

5.  How old was Elizabeth and Edward when Henry died? 

6.  Who was Katherine Parr's new husband and how did her interact with Elizabeth?

7. What did Elizabeth do while her step-brother Edward was king?

8. What steps did she take to distance herself from her older step-sister Mary?

9.  Why did Edward's advisors want Lady Jane Grey (and not Mary) to be the next queen?

10. Why did Mary hate her step-sister?

11. Why did you think Mary invited Elizabeth to London for her coronation?

12. What problems did the country suffer after the death of Edward?

13.  What caused Mary to imprison her step-sister?

14. Why did the people of England began to despise Mary?

15.  Why did Phillip leave England?

16. Describe the state of England (London) when Mary died leaving Elizabeth as queen.

17. Who was Elizabeth's rival for the throne of England?

18. Give some examples of how Elizabeth's "indecisiveness" was beneficial to her and her country.

19. How did Elizabeth react to the war in Europe?

20. Why did Elizabeth eventually have Mary Queen of Scots put to death?

21. Why did Philip decide to attack England?
