THE PILGRIMS FIRST YEAR IN AMERICA
     The ship Mayflower reached the North America on Saturday November 11, 1620 after 66 days at sea. They remained on ship for 36 days before settling in what is today called Plymouth. 
     While on board ship, the Mayflower Compact was signed by 41 men. It was an agreement about governing themselves in the new land. 

Who were the passengers?

    Of the 102 passengers who made the voyage, 
· 29 were females 
· 18 married women who went with their husbands; 
·   7 unmarried daughters with their parents,
·   3 young unmarried women, and one little girl who came with a family. 
· 73 males 
· 32 were under age 
· 17 were young  sons of passengers
·   5 were boys who did not come with their own parents, 
·  2 were sailors hired to stay one year before returning to England
· 8 were servants, who were not free.  
Besides the 102 passengers there was also a crew of about 30 sailors. 
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Scouting a site

     Several of the men went to check 

out the bay and land. To do this, they 
used a small boat called a "shallop".   
There was much discussion as to where 
to settle.
Winter had set in, many people were 
sick and there was little food so a decision had to be made quickly. 
There was fighting with some of the Indians but the guns scared the Indians away. Finally, the small shallop returned to the Mayflower. On December 11, 1620 the Mayflower dropped its anchor to settle in Plymouth. This was the place Captain John Smith had discovered and named six years before. 
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Everyone was happy to be able to 
go on shore even though they 
continued to live on The Mayflower 
while the men explored the land to 
find a place for the Pilgrims to live. 
The main thing was that they had 
found a new home! 
There was a good harbor, rivers, 
fields cleared for planting and they 
saw no enemy Indians. 
Gradually, houses were built for the 
families and a "Common House" for
 storage of tools and as shelter for those who did not have houses. The weather was so bad it took 26 days to build this "Common House". 
On Sunday's the Pilgrims worshipped God, sang and listened to long sermons by William Brewster. 

Getting to work

     There was no Christmas celebration on December 25, 1620. This Christmas Day was devoted to hard labor! "The Pilgrims used all their holiday energies cutting down trees 'in order to avoid any fun on the day called Christmas'." 
     The Pilgrims believed in the Bible’s message, and nothing in the Bible mentioned having a good time at Christmas. While the rest of the Christian world celebrated the Christmas, the Pilgrims chopped wood. 
     Governor William Bradford had to reprimand several of the colonists who took Christmas Day off 'to play games and sports.  The Pilgrims as ideal American had little or no tolerance for those who had different opinions or ideas. 

A brutal winter

     By the spring of 1621, half of the Pilgrims had died and were buried. The doctor had run out of medicines and it was not until the women were able to plant and harvest their herbs that a cure for headaches or cuts was again available. 

The Indians reach out to make friends
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     Finally in March, an Indian came to make friends. He spoke English and his name was Samoset. 
Gradually more Indians came to visit. 
One Indian named Squanto stayed and helped 
the Pilgrims learn to catch fish and hunt for 
game. He also showed them, which wild plants 
were safe to eat and which were not.  He even 
told them when it was time to plant corn. 
The Indians Chief named Massasoit came to 
meet with the Pilgrim Governor John Carver. They made a peace treaty and agreed to live peacefully. This treaty lasted 54 years. 
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Building a village

     It was not until the end of 
March 1621 that all the Pilgrims 
had a place to live. 
Today, this original village the 
Pilgrims built has been re-created 
in Plymouth, Massachusetts and is 
called Plimoth Plantation.
     There were no schools. Children learned to read at home or from someone in the colony who could teach them. The Bible was the main book read by all. Everyone has heard about the rules all had to live by 
· go to church on Sunday
· work hard
· do not steal 
Punishment was severe. 
     Finally, in April 1621, Capt. Jones sailed the Mayflower back to England. 
     By October 1621, the Pilgrims had much to be thankful for and they had a celebration that Americans have celebrated ever since.    50 colonists out of 102 survived that first winter, It was truly a joyous time of thanks for all their good fortune. 

Pilgrim's First Year in America
 1. How long did it take the Pilgrims to make the voyage across the Atlantic? 
2. Describe the composition of the 102 passengers.
3. What is a shallop and what is its use?
4. What advantages did the place they chose to land have?
5. What was a common house?
6. How long did it take to build this house? Why so long?
7. What did the Pilgrims do on Christmas?
8. How many Pilgrims died the first winter in Plymouth?
9. What happened in March of 1621?
10. Briefly describe the rules of Pilgrim society.
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