How were the colonies in New England Founded?
Vocabulary

Separatists: a group of people who wanted to split from the Church of England

“Great Migration:” when several thousand Puritans left England because they were disgusted with life there and wanted a better life elsewhere.  (Many of them came to America)
I  Plymouth Colony
A) The Separatists (Pilgrims)
1. Life in Holland (1608-1620)

a. Separatists left England for Holland to avoid being punished for their beliefs

b. James I had them imprisoned and fined

c. They were not following the teaching of the Church of England

2.  To America

a. They made an agreement to work for 7 years with a joint-stock company (Virginia Company)

i. Profits would be split

ii. They secured the right to settle in Jamestown from the Virginia Company

b. Storms take them off course and they land in New England (present day Massachusetts)

3. They were squatters (no legal right; under no government)

4. They created the Mayflower Compact:  41 males sign a written agreement to submit to majority rule and abide by certain laws

a. They were not prepared to start their own colony

b. Lacked vital supplies


c. Had little experience in settling in the wilderness

B)   Life and leadership in Plymouth Colony

1. 1620-21 - first winter only half survive

2. By 1621 colony is on its feet

a. Trade in fur, fish, and timber

b. Leadership 

i. Capt. Myles Standish (Indian fighter and negotiator)
ii. William Bradford (elected governor 30 times
c. Plymouth will eventually merge with the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1691
II. Massachusettes Bay Colony

A. Massachusetts Bay Company

1. Secured the rights to settle this area

2. Puritan businessmen seeking profit in exploration

a. In the early 1620s, settlers from England came to live in the area known as Massachusetts

b. Most of these small settlements were insignificant

3. Talked King Charles into a full charter for the colony

a. Gave them the right to control their destiny


b. Stock-holders had to move to the New World or sell their ownership in the company

B. The Puritans

1. Over 1000 Puritans came to the New World to fill up the new colony

a. The colony was very well prepared

b. many different occupations

c. plenty of supplies

d. pre-designed towns

2. Initially, the colony struggled

a. “Great Migration” helped fill the colony to 20,000 over the next 20 year

b. John Winthrop became the governor
New England Colonies





Plymouth


Massachusetts Bay Colony


Rhode Island


Connecticut








