PRESIDENT MONROE

 THE ERA OF GOOD FEELINGS
I. Results of the War of 1812

    

A. Madison more popular when leaving office than when he was started. 


    Why?


        


1. Victories in War of 1812, especially Battle of New Orleans 

        


2. The death of the Federalist party


        


3. The lessening of economic and political dependence on Europe 

        


4. Westward expansion and general optimism about the future 

    

B. Americans coming to regard themselves as Americans first and state 


     citizens second.  They cared more about their country than their state. 

II. The American System

    

A. Second National Bank voted by Congress in 1816. 


        


1. Lack of national bank during the War of 1812 created problems 


            


a. Local banks sprung up all over the country 


            


b. Country flooded by depreciated bank notes that hampered 



    the war effort. 


        


2. Modeled after the first National Bank but with 3 1/2 times more 



    money: $35 mil. 


    

B. Tariff of 1816 

        


1. The purpose was to protect American manufacturing from British 



    competition. 


            


a. After the war, the British flooded U.S. with cheap 





    goods, often below cost too strangle infant U.S. 




 
    industries.  Americans perceived this as British attempt 




    to crush U.S. factories. 


            


b. First protective tariff in U.S. History 


                




-- Imposed roughly 20-25% duties on imports 


                




-- Not really high enough to provide completely 





    
   adequate safeguards 


            


c. Started a protective trend in U.S. trade

. 
        


2. Sectional battle over the tariff represented by the three great 



   Congressional leaders: Calhoun, Webster, and Clay  


            


a. John C. Calhoun (from SC) represented southern views. 

               




 -- Recent war hawk and nationalist. 

               




 -- After initially supporting 1816 tariff, he opposed 





     it claiming it was enriching Yankee (New 






     England) manufactures 


            


b. Daniel Webster (from New Hampshire) represented 




    northern views. 


               




 -- Opposed the 1816 tariff. 

                




 -- Shippers in N.H. feared tariff would affect their 





    carrying trade. 

               




 -- New England not completely developed in 






    manufacturing yet. 

        


3. Henry Clay saw tariffs as a way to develop a home market. 

            


a. Eastern trade would flourish under protection. 

            


b. Tariff revenues would fund roads and canals in the interior 



    especially Ohio Valley.   Frontier folks cried for better 




    transportation; poor-no roads existed.
 
            


c. Foodstuffs and raw materials from the South and West would 



    flow into the North and East 

   

 C.    Internal Improvements (failure) 

        


1. Congress passed Calhoun's Bonus Bill in 1817; would have given 


    $1.5 million to states for internal improvements.
 
            


a. Madison vetoed it claiming it was unconstitutional 

            


b. His successor, James Monroe, followed suit. 

            


c. Jeffersonians hated idea of direct federal support of intrastate 



    internal improvements; saw it the states responsibility 

            


d. New England opposed federally constructed roads & canals; 



    would drain away population and create competing states in 



    the West. 

        


2. Prior to Civil War, most internal improvements (except railroads) 



   were done at the expense of state and local governments. 
III. Era of Good Feelings (1817-1825) 

    

A. James Monroe elected President in 1816 

        


1. Continued the Virginia dynasty (4 of 5 initial presidents Virginian)

        


2. Death of Federalist party resulted after the election. 

 
        


3. "Era of Good Feelings" ushered in by Monroe's 1817 inspection tour 


    of military bases from New England to Detroit (term coined by a 



    newspaper man covering the tour) 

    

B. "Era of Good Feelings" moniker somewhat misleading: There were issues 

     troubling the country. 

        


1. Sectionalism (east, west and south) 

        


2. Tariff issue (east and south opposed; west in favor) 

        


3. Internal improvements (east and south opposed; west in favor) 

        


4. Bank of U.S. (BUS) (west and south opposed; eastern bankers in 


    favor)
 
        


5. Sale of public lands (east opposed; west and south in favor) 

 
    

C. Monroe's presidency oversaw two major events: 

        


1. Panic of 1819 

        



a. Causes of 1819 panic: 

            




--  Overspeculation on frontier lands by banks 

           




-- Inflation from 1812 war + economic drop-off 






    after war (especially cotton) = vulnerable 






    economy 


           




--  Significant deficit in balance of trade with Britain 





    = U.S. drained of vital specie 


           




--  BUS forced "wildcat" western banks to 






     foreclose on western farms 

                




-- BUS stopped allowing payment in paper; now 





   demanded payment in specie; state banks 






   affected & called in loans in specie; farmers 






   didn’t have specie 

        



b. Resulted in calls for reform and pressure for increased 




   democracy. 
            




-- Western farmers viewed the bank as an evil 






   financial monster.
 
            




-- Hard hit poor classes looking for more 






    responsive government


            




-- New land legislation resulted in smaller parcels 





    being sold for lower prices. 

                




--  By the Civil War, western land would be given 





    nearly for free. 

    



c. Monroe re-elected in 1820 with all but one electoral vote.  The 
        



    only president in history to be elected after a major panic.


        


2. Missouri Compromise of 1820 

   
 


a. Missouri asked Congress to enter the union in 1819 


       





-- House of Representatives passed the 







   Tallmadge Amendment so no more slaves 





       
   could be brought into Missouri 
. 
   





-- Southern states viewed Tallmadge Amendment 





   as threat to sectional balance. 

       



b. Senate still balanced 11 free to 11 slave states; parity had to 



     be maintained 

        



c. Future of the slave system caused southerners concern. 


            




-- Missouri first state entirely west of the 







    Mississippi made from the Louisiana Territory.

 
            




-- Tallmadge amendment might set a precedent 





    for the rest of the area to be free.

 
            




-- If Congress could abolish slavery in Missouri, it 





    might try in southern states. 
 
       





-- The Senate refused to pass the amendment and 





   as the crisis loomed 


    



d. Missouri Compromise of 1820

           




--  Congress agreed to admit Missouri as a slave 





     state. 

            




-- Maine was admitted as a free-soil state. 
                 
            




-- Future slavery prohibited north of 36-30' line, the 





   southern border of Missouri. 




e. Compromise was largely accepted by both sides 


            




-- South got Missouri 


            




-- North won concession that it could forbid slavery 





    in the remaining territories above 36-30 line 

        





-- Lasted 34 years and preserved the union (until 





   the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854) 


        





-- Henceforth, slavery became a dominant issue in 





    American politics. 
IV.    Foreign Policy after the War of 1812 



    

A. Rush-Bagot Treaty (1817) – during Madison’s presidency 

        


1. Limited naval armament on the lakes. 

        


2. U.S. & Canada shared longest unfortified border in the world 

    

B. Treaty of 1818 with England 

        


1. Negotiated by John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State


        


2. Provisions: 

            


a. Fixed the American-Canadian border at the 49th parallel 

            


b. 10-year joint occupation of Oregon Territory. 

            


c. Permitted Americans to share Newfoundland fisheries with 



    the Canadians. 
    

C. U.S. gains Spanish Florida 

        


1. Americans already claimed West Florida 

        


2. Revolutions in South America forced Spain to move troops out of 


    Florida. 

            


a. Indians poured across the border into American territory. 

            


b. Monroe commissioned Andrew Jackson to punish the Indians 



    and pursue them back into Florida. 

        


3. Jackson swept through central and eastern Florida during the First 


    Seminole War  (1816-1818). 

        


4. John Quincy Adams convinced Monroe's cabinet to offer an 



    ultimatum to Spain.
 
            


a. Control the outlaws of Florida or give Florida to the U.S. 

            


b. Spain infuriated but realized it would lose Florida in any case; 



    decided to negotiate. 

        


5. Adams-Onis Treaty (Florida Purchase Treaty) of 1819 

            


a. Spain Ceded Florida as well as claims to Oregon.
 
           


b. U.S. abandoned claims to Texas 

    

D. Monroe Doctrine -- John Quincy Adams: Secretary of State 

        


1. European monarchs were alarmed at Latin American revolutions.  


    They wished to restore newly independent Latin American 


        
     republics to Spanish rule. 

        


2. Americans alarmed at European hostility to democracy in Western 


    Hemisphere  

        


3. Monroe Doctrine (1823) -- written by John Quincy Adams 

            


a. John Quincy Adams convinced President Monroe  

            


b. President's annual message to Congress incorporated stern 



    warning to Europeans 


                



--  Colonial  powers could keep their existing colonies but 




    gain no new ones. 


                



-- Non-intervention in the Americas; let new republics 





    govern themselves 
\
            


c.  Most famous expression of American nationalism 
\
                



-- Americans widely supported the proclamation. 

                



-- Maintained Washington's tradition of avoiding an 





   "entangling alliances." 

           


d. Foreign reaction

              



-- European monarchs angered and offended at U.S. 
 

              



-- Latin American countries skeptical and saw the U.S. 




   merely protecting its own interests. 

           


e. Immediate impact of Monroe Doctrine was small
\ 
               



-- U.S. army and navy remained small and weak 
 

               



-- Not until 1845 did Polk revive it and did it become more 




    important 

           


f.   Long-term impact: Monroe Doctrine became cornerstone of 



     U.S. foreign policy  


        


4. John Quincy Adams one of most significant secretaries of state in 


    U.S. history. 
