JEFFERSON’S PRESIDENCY

THE WAR OF 1812

I.    Thomas Jefferson as President

A.    "Revolution of 1800" -- significant for its democratic and peaceful transfer of                                  power which had never happened before


 
    
B.     Jefferson's governing style less formal than Federalists


        


1.    Established rule of small dinners with seating without rank

 
        


2.   Often received callers in sloppy attire; aristocrats shocked 



      Jefferson shook hands with guests. 


        


3.    Reduced the number of formal balls and dinners. 


        


4.    Rode on horseback about the Capital instead of using a carriage.
      
 
    
C.    Reversed Federalist policies 


        


1.    Defended rights provided by Bill of Rights and Constitution 


                


a.    Pardoned the 10 "martyrs" serving sentences under the 




       Sedition Law and returned many fines.

 
                


b.    Enacted new naturalization law in 1802; return of 5 year 




       requirement for citizenship 
              
        


2.    Persuaded Congress to repeal Hamilton’s excise taxes on whiskey 


        


3.   Reduced national debt, balanced the budget, cut spending.


        


4.   Ended the property tax imposed by Federalists in 1798.

 
        


5.   Reduced Hamilton’s army but upheld need for stronger navy. 


        


6.   Emphasized states’ rights 


       


7.   Encouraged development of an agrarian nation 


II. John Marshall and the Supreme Court 


    

A. Judiciary Act of 1801 


        


1.   Federalists created 16 new judgeships and other judicial offices 

 
        


2.   Adams continued on his last day in office signing commissions of 
            

       the Federalist "midnight judges." 


        


3.   Jefferson upset Federalist were packing judicial branch for life.

    

B. John Marshall 


        


1.   Appointed as Chief Justice during last days of Adams' term 


        


2.   Most important Chief Justice in history; served for 34 years 


    

C. Marbury vs Madison, 1803 


        


1. "Midnight judge" William Marbury sued for the delivery of his 



    commission being held up by the Secretary of State Madison. 


        


2.   Marshall knew Jefferson administration would not enforce a writ by 


      the Court to deliver the commission to Marbury. 

        


3. Judicial Review 


            


a. Marshall ruled that part of the Judiciary Act of 1789, upon 




    which Marbury had based his appeal, was unconstitutional by 



    giving the Court the right to enforce appointments (only the 



    executive branch had right to enforce the law) 


            


b. Marshall gave Supreme Court power to rule a law by 




    Congress unconstitutional  


 III. The Louisiana Purchase 


    

A. In 1800, Napoleon forced Spain to surrender Louisiana to France 


        


1.  French in 1802 withdrew the right of deposit at New Orleans 



     guaranteed by Pinckney’s Treaty 

        


2.  Napoleon posed a possible military threat to U.S., requiring U.S. to 


     make alliances with other European powers. 


    

B. Jefferson sent Robert Livingston to Paris


        


1.  Instructed to buy New Orleans and as much land to the east of   


                Florida for $10 million. 


        


2.  If negotiations failed, they were to strike up an alliance with Great 


     Britain. 


    

C. Napoleon decided to sell all Louisiana  


        


1.  Failed to reconquer sugar-rich island (Haiti) 


            


a. Toussaint L'Ouverture led ex-slaves in failed bloody revolt 


            


b. Thousands of French troops died of malaria. 


        


2.  Napoleon decided to use sell Louisiana and use revenue for his 


  
     conquest of Europe. 


    

D. Jefferson accepted treaty


        


1.  The Constitution did not authorize the President to negotiate 



     treaties which brought new land into the union.

 
        


2.  Jefferson submitted the treaty to the Senate while privately 



     admitting the purchase as unconstitutional. 


    

F. Most important land purchase in U.S. History 


        


1.   Doubled the size of the U.S. for only 3 cents an acre

 
        


2.   U.S. received western half of richest river valley in the world 


        


3.   Guaranteed Mississippi waterway including New Orleans 

        


4.   Paved way for westward expansion 


        


5.  Ended European expansion in North America 


       


6.   Avoided a possible war with France and an alliance with Britain.
    

G. Exploration of Louisiana Territory 


        


1. Jefferson interested in exploring the new Louisiana Territory 


        


2. Selected Meriwether Lewis & William Clark to explore region 


        


3. Expedition bolstered U.S. claim to Oregon; further opened West  
V. War In Europe

    

A. British controlled the seas but France controlled the European 



     continent. 


    

B. British seized American ships to end U.S. practice of importing French 


     goods into U.S


   

C. Napoleon decided to starve Britain out by closing the ports of the continent 

    to British commerce American ships trading with Britain would be 

               confiscated by France. 

    

D. England  insisted that American ships first be stopped to be inspected.  


     American ships that didn’t stop would be confiscated. 


    

E. British Impressment (Impressment = forcible enlistment of sailors) 


        


1. 6,000 Americans impressed. Many died or were killed in service. 


        


2. British complained U.S. enticed British sailors to desert to the 



    U.S.merchant marine or navy. 


    

F. The Chesapeake Affair (June 21, 1807) 


        


1.  British commander of the H.M.S. Leopard, demanded surrender


    
     of four alleged deserters on the U.S.S. Chesapeake; American 


               captain refused. 


        


2. British fired at the Chesapeake: 3 dead; 18 wounded; Chesapeake 


    limped back to port. 
 
        


3. Jefferson used the incident to incite calls for U.S. action. 


            


a.  British ships not permitted to dock at American ports. 


           


b.  Ordered state governors to call up militiamen. 
VI. Embargo Act – 1807

 
    

A. Forbade export of all goods from U.S. 

    

B. Embargo Act was a disaster to the U.S. economy 


        


1. In 1807 U.S. exports = $108 million ; in 1808 = $22 million 


            


a. New England trade most affected 


            


b. South and West: cotton, tobacco, & grain unsold


        


2. Embargo more damaging to U.S. than the British & French threat 


        


3. Illegal trade grew as a result (especially along Canadian border) 

    

C. Congress repealed the embargo after 2 years 


   

D. Non-Intercourse Act of 1809 replaced the Embargo Act 


        


1. Reopened trade with all nations except France and Britain 


        


2. Remained U.S. policy until War of 1812. 


    

F. Reasons for embargo's failure 


        


1. Embargo not in effect long enough or administered tightly 


        


2. Embargo Act proved to be three times as costly as war 
 
        


3. Northeastern Federalists undermined the Embargo through 



    smuggling. 


    

G. Good things came out of the Embargo 


       


1. New England forced to become self-sufficient once again.

 
            


a. Old factories reopened; new ones built 


            


b. Foundations of America's modern industrial might built 




    because of the embargo


        


2. Jefferson, a critic of industrialization, ironically may have 




    contributed more than Hamilton to its rise in the U.S.

VII  Causes of the War of 1812 


    

A.    James Madison inaugurated in March, 1809 


    

B.   Macon's Bill No. 2 adopted by Congress in 1810 to replace Non-


       Intercourse Act of 1809. 


        


1.  Purpose of Macon’s Bill: entice Britain or France to repeal 



     commercial restrictions, then U.S. would restore non-importation 


     against the non-repealing nation

 
        


3.  Napoleon seized the opportunity with hopes of getting U.S. in a war 


     with  Britain

        


4.  Madison believed he had no other choice but to accept Napoleon's 


     gesture and gave the British 3 months to follow suit or the U.S. 


  
     would restore non-importation 


    

B. War Hawks 


        


1. 12th Congress met late in 1811 – deeply divided (although 



     Republicans still in control) 


               



 -- Strongly nationalistic 


               



 -- Wanted war with Britain to achieve the glory their 





     fathers had in Revolutionary War.

 
        


2. Henry Clay (from Kentucky) elected Speaker of the House 


        


3. John C. Calhoun elected as a representative of South Carolina. 


        


4. Battle of Tippecanoe: 


            


a.   Western war hawks eager to wipe out Indian  resistance 




against white settlers in the west. 


            


b.  Two Shawnee twins brothers, Tecumseh and the Prophet 



     organized a confederacy of all the tribes east of the 




     Mississippi. 


               



 -- Tecumseh believed in fairness between tribes and that 




land belonged to all Indians. 


                



--  Americans thought British were aiding them. 


            


c. General William H. Harrison advanced with 1,000 men and 



    advanced upon Indian headquarters and torched the 




   settlement 


           


d. This battle ended the Indian threat 


        


5.  War Hawks desired U.S. to attack Canada

        


6. Southern expansionists desired Spanish Florida, Britain's ally. 


    

C. U.S. declares war on Britain in June, 1812 

    

D. Resentful New Englanders hurt U.S. war effort. 


        


1.  Believed British actions were old and exaggerated wrongs 


        


2.  New England merchants making handsome profits before the war


        


3.  Opposed acquisition of Canada which would add more agrarian 



     states (Jeffersonian). 


        


4.  New England farmers sent huge quantities of supplies and 



     foodstuffs to Canada, helping Britain to invade New York. 

IX. War of 1812 


    

A. Overview 

        


1.  One of America's most poorly-fought wars on land. 


            


a. Nation militarily unprepared for war

 
           


b. Attack on Canada a complete failure. 


           


c. Washington, D.C. burned by British

 
        


2.  National was split over the war 


       


3.  Some American victories 


            


a.  U.S. Navy out performed the Royal Navy on the Great Lakes 


            


b.  Andrew Jackson emerged as national hero at New Orleans. 


            


c.  William H. Harrison a hero and later and also elected 




    President. 


        


4.  War ended in a stalemate/tie 


        


5.  The war was  later dubbed "Second War for Independence" 


       


6.  American industry was stimulated by less dependence on British 


     manufacturing. 

    

B. Nation was unprepared for the war

 
        


1. Economy hurt by Embargo Act and non-intercourse act



        


2. Regular army inadequate 


        


3. Britain possessed the best navy in the world.


            


a.  British blockaded on American Atlantic ports for most of



                most of the war 


            


b. Jefferson’s "mosquito fleet" was inadequate. 


    

C. U.S. attack on Canada was a strategic failure
 
    

D. By 1814, Napoleon was defeated; British concentrated on North America. 


    

E. Washington, D.C. burned

 
        


1. British force landed in the Chesapeake Bay in Aug. 1814 


        


2. Set fire to most public buildings including the Capitol and the White 


    House in retaliation for American burning Canadian capital at York. 


        


3. Madison and his aides forced to flee into the surrounding hills. 

    

F.  British fleet driven off at Fort McHenry near Baltimore

 
        


1. Attacking British army also forced to withdraw.

 

        


2. Francis Scott Key, watching bombardment of Baltimore as a 



    prisoner aboard a British ship, wrote the Star Spangled Banner 


    

H Jackson victorious in the Southwest and at New Orleans 


        


1. British strategy was to take the U.S. Gulf Coast and New Orleans. 

. 
        


2. A British naval force defeated an American force in a naval battle 


    preceding the Battle of New Orleans
. 
        


3. Battle of New Orleans

           


a.   Jackson commanded force of sailors, pirates, 





      Frenchmen, free blacks and militiamen 


           


b.   Over 2,000 British killed & wounded in 1/2 hour


           


c.   The battle was needless: treaty had been signed  two


       
                 weeks earlier but the two armies didn’t get word  

        


4.  Battle of New Orleans resulted in upsurge of American  pride  


           

 
a.  Jackson became a hero  


            

 
b.  Most Americans believed Battle of New Orleans had won the 



     war. 
X. Hartford Convention 


    

A. New England Federalists opposed to the war.


    

B. Hartford Convention (Dec. 15, 1814 -- Jan. 5, 1815) 


        


1. Attended by MA, CT, RI, and partially by NH, & VT. 


        


2. Wanted to discuss grievances and seek and secure financial 


    
     assistance from Washington due to British blockading menace on 


     New England shores. 


        


3. Convention recommended amendments to the Constitution 


            


a.  Sought to end 3/5 Compromise to reduce Southern influence 



     in  House of Representatives 


           


b.  Would require 2/3 vote for an embargo, admission of western 



     states to the union, and declaration of war. 


            


c.   Sought to limit the term of the President


    

C.  Envoys traveled to Washington with the Hartford demands. 

    

D.  Hartford resolutions led to the death of the Federalist party.
 

