JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

I. The "New Democracy" 

    A. By 1820s, aristocracy was declining 


    B. Most high offices still held by wealthy citizens 


    C. Change in emphasis: 


           
1.  Jeffersonian democracy: 



 
a.  The people should be governed as little as possible.


         
 
b.  Government for the people 


           
2.  Jacksonian democracy: government should be done directly by the people
          

    D. New Democracy based on universal white manhood suffrage rather t
than property 

qualifications –all white males could vote (rich or poor)

           
1.  New voters demanded a type of politician that would represent 
common 


peoples' interests 

          

 2. Existence of cheap land in the West created a frontier society that shaped the


American character




a.  more democratic 




b.  more equal

II. Causes of the New Democracy 

    A. Panic of 1819 

            
 1. Workers and farmers blamed bankers and speculators for foreclosures
on 


     their farms 

             
2. Workers and farmers got more politically involved, many became followers of 

      
    Andrew Jackson. 
      
    B. The Missouri Compromise 

             
1. Northern opposition to Missouri’s admission aroused fears that the federal 


                 
    government would  trample on states'  rights. 

             
2. Slavery was seen to be under attack 

             
3. Goal of white southerners: Control Federal government to preserve the South


    C. New Political Age 

             
1. New two-party system: Democrats vs. National Republicans
  

            
 2. Voter turnout rose dramatically 

             
3. New style of politicking emerged 

            

a.  banners



b.  parades




c.  barbecues 



d.  free drinks

III. The "Tariff of Abominations" (1828) 
    
     A. 
Congress had increased the general tariff in 1824 from 23% on imported goods to 37% 
       

     B.  
Jackson supporters set up a plan for unseating Adams by creating a tariff
bill that 
would send taxes as high as 45% on New England manufactured  goods.

  
 1.  Westerners would blame Adams and hate him
 

        
  
 2.  Most  would presumably object to the tariff and vote for Jackson  in 1828. 

   C.  New England pushed for passage of the Tariff of 1828 anyway and the bill passed.
 
             
1. New England factory owners sought more protection from foreign competition. 

        
  
2. Daniel Webster argued for it; reversed his previous position in the 1816  tariff
 
             
3. John C. Calhoun argued against it: the tariff would hurt the South.
    D.  Southern reaction strongly negative: 

 
1. They feared power of federal government was too strong.

 
        
 
2. Southerners would suffer both as consumers and exporters.
 
           
 3. John C. Calhoun's "The Southern Carolina Exposition"
 
                

 a. Written secretly since Calhoun was Adams’ vice-president 

                 

b. Denounced the tariff as unjust and unconstitutional 

                 

c. Stated states should nullify the tariff  

                

 d. No other state joined South Carolina in protest. 
IV. Election of 1828
 
    A. 
Intense mudslinging (nasty name-calling) between the two factions of the 
Republican 
party 

        

 1. National Republicans supported J.Q. Adams 

        
 
2. Democratic Republicans supported Jackson 

    B. 
Jackson defeated Adams 178 electoral votes to 83 

            
1. Jackson became the first President from the West 
            

           
 2. Jackson’s support came from the West, the South, and Eastern laborers 
            


3. Adams won New England and wealthy folks in the Northeast. 

            
4. Election called "The Revolution of 1828"
 
                  

 a. No sitting president had been removed since John Adams in 1800 

                   

 b. Increased voter turnout in universal-white-manhood suffrage states 


 
     was a powerful force. 

                  

 c. Balance of power was shifting from the East to the expanding West. 
   
           
    Previously, America had been ruled by an elite of brains and wealthy 

 

    Federalist shippers and Jeffersonian planters.

 
                   

d. Jackson was the hero of the working masses. 
    C. Andrew Jackson ("Old Hickory") 

            
1. Personified the new West 

           
 2. Suspicious of federal government as a place of privilege.

            
3. Strong supporter of the union, believed in federal supremacy over states.
 
           
4.  At times defied will of Congress and the Supreme Court 
V .  The politics of Jacksonian Democracy 
 
    A. 
Increase of manhood suffrage (see above) 

    B. 
End of the caucus system (see above) 

    C.
Use of the spoils system 

          

1. Spoils system introduced  on a large numerical scale

                 
       

 2. Jackson believed in the ideal of "rotation in office" 

            

a. Goal: Let as many citizens as possible hold office for  a short time
 

            

b. Removed Adams appointees and replaced with loyal Jacksonians. 
           
        

3.  Consequences of the spoils system 

            

a. Competence and merit as ideals of office were less important
 
            

b. Scandal accompanied the new system
VI.   Jackson's Cabinet Crisis and vice president Calhoun’s resignation 

    A. 
Jackson's six-member cabinet was mediocre (except secretary of state Martin 
Van 
Buren) 

    B. 
"Kitchen Cabinet" 

        

1. Extra-official cabinet of about 13 temporary members 


        

2. Critics branded these members as the "Kitchen Cabinet" 

    C.   Webster-Hayne Debate 

        

1.  Cause: Late 1829, a New England senator introduced a bill designed to curb 
   


     sale of public lands 

            

a. Western senators furiously defended their interests
 
            

b. Southern senators, seeking allies against Northeast, sided with West. 
 
       

 2. Senator Robert Hayne from South Carolina (one of Calhoun's friends)  
 
  

     represented states' rights 

            

a. He condemned disloyalty of New England during the War of 1812 

            

b. He attacked New England's selfishness on the protective tariff. 

            

c. He blasted the "Tariff of Abominations" (1828) 
                
       

 3. Daniel Webster, spokesman from New England, spoke for the union 
  
  


            

a. Insisted the people not the states had framed the Constitution 

            

b. "Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable.
 
        

4. Result of the Debate: each side believed its champion had won. 
 
    D. Symbolic split: Jefferson Day Toast (1830)
 
        

1. In the view of Southerners, Jackson had been conspicuously silent on 
   
  

    Southern complaints
 
        

2. States' rights leaders, at a Jefferson Day banquet in 1830, schemed to smoke 
  

    him out.
 
            


a. Strategy was to devise a series of toasts in honor of Jefferson 




    that  would lead toward states' rights and nullification.
 
            


b. Plotters assumed Jackson would be swept along by the toasts.
 
            


c. Jackson received word and carefully prepared his response.
 
      

 3. At the proper moment, Jackson rose, fixed his eyes on Calhoun and stated: 
           
    "Our Union: It must be preserved! 

       

 4. Calhoun replied: "The union, next to our liberty, most dear!" 

    E. Peggy Eaton Affair 

        

1. Peggy Eaton the wife of Secretary of War Eaton
 
        

2. Snubbed by the wives of Jackson's cabinet members, especially by wife of 
   
  
    Calhoun

        

3. Jackson, remembering his late wife, defended Mrs. Eaton
 
            

a. Unsuccessfully demanded that cabinet members make their wives 


               recognize her. 

            

b. In response, Jackson began getting rid of all of Calhoun’s friends in 

  
 
     the cabinet. 
    F.   Tariff Controversy of 1832 became the major wedge between Calhoun and Jackson             
 
   G. 
Calhoun resigned in 1832
 
        

1. Became a leader in the Senate and champion of states’ rights and South 
   
 
    Carolina.
 
        

2. Up until this time, Calhoun had publicly been a strong nationalist

        3. Calhoun became a fierce sectionalist for the South 

            

a. Rigorously protected slavery and states rights’
 
            

b. Created the "concurrent majority" plan:

                


-   U.S. would have two presidents: one representing the majority 


    

    (North) and one representing the minority (South). 

       



-   Each would have veto power over Congress
VII. Nullification controversy of 1832 

    A. South Carolina still fuming over "Tariff of Abominations" of 1828 

    B. Tariff of 1832 

        

1. Jackson attempted to improve tariff to help the south by lowering the 
           
    Tariff of 1828.
 
            

a. Lowered duties to 35% from about 45%, or the 1824 level 

            

b. Fell far short of meeting all Southern demands
 
        

2. South Carolina took drastic action by nullifying Tariff of 1832
 
            

a. Called upon state legislature to make necessary military preparations
 
            

b. Threatened to secede  if Jackson attempted collection by force

    

        

3. Jackson's reaction 

            

a. Violently angry in private; threatened to "hang" nullifiers, including 

    

     Calhoun 

            

b. Dispatched modest naval and military reinforcements to SC 

            

c. Issued a proclamation against nullification 
                

 
        

4. Henry Clay proposed a compromise
 
            

a. Tariff would be reduced by 10% over eight years. 

            

b. Compromise Tariff of 1833 squeezed through Congress 

       

 5. Force Bill passed by Congress as face-saving device
 
            

a. Authorized president to use army and navy to collect tariffs



            

b. Dubbed "Bloody Bill" by South Carolinians. 

    C. Aftermath 

        

1. Victory for both sides: Neither Jackson nor the "nullies" clearly triumphed 

        

2. Stepping stone to Civil War
VIII. Election of 1832
 
    A. Henry Clay (National Republican) vs. Jackson-- "Old Hickory" (Democrat)
 
        

1. Jackson earlier favored a one-term presidency; cronies convinced him to stay
  
  

 
        

2. Clay was author of "American System", War Hawk, & western Senator.
   B . 
Jackson defeats. Clay 219-49 
 
           
 1.  Jackson had the support of the masses \
            
2.  Jackson overwhelmed the vote of the rich. 
IX.  The Economics of Jacksonian Democracy and states’ rights
 
    A. Main aim: keep the government from interfering with the economy  . 

    B. End of the Bank of the United States (BUS)
 
        

1. Jackson distrusted the bank ("moneyed monster") and huge businesses 

        

2. Henry Clay pushed to recharter BUS 4 years earlier in 1832 as a political 
   
 
     ploy against Jackson 

       

 3. Jackson vetoed BUS's charter in 1832 

            

a. Jackson criticized the bank as elitist, monopolistic and  unconstitutional
 
                


- He hated Nicholas Biddle, head of the BUS 


                


- Favoritism toward the elite did occur

            

b. Jackson acted as if the executive branch was superior to judicial branch 


    even though Supreme Court hadalready  ruled the bank constitutional 

    

        

4. "Pet banks" scheme 

            

a. Jackson aimed to weaken BUS and Nicolas Biddle

            

b. Removed federal deposits from the BUS and placed them in 23 state 

 

    "pet banks"


        

6. Specie Circular: new policy where public lands to be purchased with "hard" 
  

   money 

            

a. In 1836, "Wildcat" currency had become unreliable, especially in 


   

     the West.
 
            

b. Jackson authorized the Treasury to issue a Specie Circular
 
                


-  All public lands had to be purchased with federal money.

 
                


- "Hard money" brought hard times to the West.


            

c. Inflation continued nonetheless
          
     C. Maysville Road veto

        

1. Refused to spend federal money for intrastate improvements 
       

2. Vetoed bill for improving the Maysville Road in Kentucky
X.   Transplanting Native American Tribes
 
    A. By 1830, most territories east of the Mississippi had become states 
         Most Indian tribes surrounded by white settlements
 
    B. 
Jackson felt it unwise to regard the tribes as separate nations 
 
        

1. Saw them as "uncivilized." 

        

2. Indian Removal Act (1830)

       

 3. Trail of Tears
 
            

a. 1838 -- 18,000 Cherokees forcibly removed from their homes and 


    
     marched 1,000 miles to Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

            

b. Earlier, 25% of Choctaws died en route to Indian Territory 

            

c. 3,500 of 15,000 Creeks died during removal in 1836.

XI.  Election of 1836
 
    A. Birth of the Whigs (heirs of Hamilton’s Federalist ideas) 

        
        

1. Evolved into a national political party of groups alienated by Jackson

        

2. Many Whig principles became foundation for the modern Republican party.
XV. Jackson's Legacy
 
    A. Positive Contributions
 
        

1. Demonstrated value of strong executive leadership in 1832 tariff controversy
 
       

 2. Became the champion of the common people in politics

    B. Liabilities
 
        

1. Encouragement of the spoils system
 
        

2. Killing the BUS resulted in thousands of bank failures until the 20th century
 
       

 3. Specie circular hurt western farmers
 
        

4. Flouted authority of the Supreme Court 
 
        

5. Trail of Tears
 
        

6. Cabinet crisis and break with Calhoun resulted in increased sectionalism. 

