“SPANISH EXPLORATION”

 

How did the Spanish claim lands in the New World?

I. Spanish Explorers

A. The Line of Demarcation was drawn by the Pope to 

     divide the world into two parts

1. Spain received the WESTERN half

2. Portugal receive the EASTERN half

B. Vasco Balboa

1. All of his life he wanted to make a great discovery

a. He failed in an earlier attempt to settle a 

Spanish  colony

   -  almost everyone in the entire colony became ill     

 -   Balboa was blamed for the poor management

b. Indians told him of the existence of another ocean 

c. He ran away (hid on a ship)

  -  He managed to talk his way out of trouble

  -  He was so popular that the men agreed to follow him

2. Balboa led an expedition across a narrow strip of land to discover the Pacific Ocean


C.  Ponce DeLeon



1.  Came to the New World on Columbus’ second voyage

a . He led and expedition to the islands of Puerto Rico and            

     became the first governor there


b.  He heard stories about a “fountain of youth”

2.  The search for the fountain of youth took him in an expedition to  

     what is today the United States

a . He named “Florida”


b.  He encountered hostile Indian there

D.    Francisco Pizarro

1. Born the son of a poor Spanish farmer

a. Served with Balboa on his discovery of the Pacific Ocean

b. Settled in Panama in 1519

2.   set out on a exploration of Peru in 1526

a.  Returned in 1531 with an army of 200 men

b.  Stories of his wealth made it back to Spain

E     Hernando DeSoto


1.   Fought with Pizarro in South America

a . He became wealth due to his share of gold 


b.  He went to Spain but returned because he found life dull 

2.  He led an expedition to what is today the Southeast US in 1539

a . He was particularly brutal to his captives

-    He had 600 men with him

-    He was cruel to the Indians

b. His men discovered the Mississippi River

c. DeSoto became ill and dies of a fever.  He was buried in the Mississippi River

F.    Hernando Cortez(s)

1    Studied law but wanted to seek adventure

a.  Left the University after 3 years

b. Settled in the New World as a planter

2.   Appointed by the governor of Cuba for an expedition to Mexico

a.  Set out with an army of 550 men

b.  Encountered the Aztec Empire

- Aztecs originally believed he was a God





-  He enslaved them all to mine gold for Spain





-  His conquest made him and Spain wealthy

G.    Ferdinand Magellan

1    He was  a Portuguese nobleman

a.  He wanted to sail around to world

b.  He sought assistance from Portugal but was refused

c. Spain funded his trip

     -  Rivalry with Portugal

          - Spain could explore/claim the Pacific Ocean

2.    The Voyage began in September 1519

a.  He encountered many problems along the way

    
- mutiny

- starvation (crossing the Pacific)

- disease

b.  He landed in the Philippines

     
- His men were in very bad shape from the voyage




     
- He was killed in a tribal conflict




c.  The remaining ship made the voyage home arriving in 1522
  


    
 - many thought his crew was already dead

-  the men were treated a heroes

H.    Francisco Coronado

1    Came to the New World at 25

a.  Became a government assistant

b.  Married into extreme wealth and power

c.  Became the Governor of Mexican province

2.   Led an expedition in the Southwest in search of Gold

 a.  “Seven Cities of Cibola” was a myth that existed

       at the time

b.  He spent several years looking for the cities of gold

     
- The expedition did not uncover anything of value

     - He went bankrupt

         -  He was imprisoned for his cruelties to the natives

