What was it like to live in colonial New England?

 

 
Vocabulary:

Theocracy:  Governed by religion

Subsistence:  Just getting by

Acetic:  full of acid

 

I.  New England Culture

 

A.     Political development = Theocracy

 

1.      Religious leaders made the law

a.      Ministers ruled the towns

                                                                                                                                      i.      They had the power to kick people out of the church/town

                                                                                                                                    ii.      They were feared

                                                                                                                                  iii.      Tax money supported their salary

 

2.      Church attendance was mandatory

a.      Life revolved around church activities

                                                                                                                                      i.      Church was more than a weekly thing

                                                                                                                                    ii.      Town meetings were part of church services

 

b.      Laws had origins in the Bible

 

 

A. B.     Education
 

1.      Emphasis on education at an early age

a.      Children were expected to learn to read the Bible

b.      Public schooling was created

                                                                                                                                      i.      Towns had to hire a full-time teacher

                                                                                                                                    ii.      Teaching was mush like “Sunday-school”

 

2.      Harvard College (divinity school) created in 1636

 

 

B. C.     Family
1.      New England was noted for very large families

a.      Families often averaged 11-15 children

b.      Many children died in infancy

                                                                                                                                      i.      Families lost a child or more on average

                                                                                                                                    ii.      Death was an accepted  part of the culture

 

 

 

2.      Lifespan was longer:  People moving to New England from Old England lived on average about 10 additional years

a.      Gift from God?

b.      Less spread of disease

c.      Opportunity to know your grandparents

                                                                                                                                      i.      In England most children lost a parent by age 14

                                                                                                                                    ii.      By 21, both parents were dead

                                                                                                                                  iii.      In New England, you got to know both of your parents and perhaps both of your grandparents due to longer lifespan

 

 

C. D.    Geography influenced development
1.      Farms were very small

a.      “subsistence:” enough for your family only

b.      soil was too poor for large farms

                                                                                                                                      i.      ground contained too many rocks

                                                                                                                                    ii.      soil was acetic

 

2.      People turned to the Sea for a livelihood

a.      Fishing:  areas was rich in fish

b.      Trade:  Natural harbors made it easy for large ships to come in and out

 

3.      Other resources were helpful

a.      Timber:  forests of great wood

b.      Iron deposits for mining

c.      Swift/shallow rivers would be a helpful 

                                                                                                                                      i.      Source of power (water wheel)

                                                                                                                                    ii.      Source of sanitation

