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King James I
AN INFANT KING
James Charles Stuart was born on June 19, 1566 at Edinburg Castle in Scotland. His father, was murdered in early 1567 before young James was 1 year old. His mother, Mary Queen of Scots, became queen of Scotland. Her reign, however was short lived and she was forced to leave Scotland in favor of her son on July 24, 1567. Little James was crowned King James VI of Scotland five days later at the tender age of 13 months. 

James' mother, Mary, was imprisoned in England by her cousin Queen Elizabeth and 19 years later, in February of 1587, was executed for her part in the conspiracy to assassinate Queen Elizabeth. King James never knew his mother. 

And so, like many monarchs of the time, King James was raised by neither father nor mother but rather by tutors. Of his four tutors, perhaps one of the most influential was George Buchanan, a staunch Calvinist. It was under Mr. Buchanan's strict teaching methods that King James became one of the most learned and intellectually curious men to ever sit on any throne. Mr. Buchanan was 64 years old when he began tutoring the young king. 

It was Greek before breakfast then Latin and history, composition, arithmetic cosmography, rhetoric and of course, theology. King James spoke fluent Greek, Latin, French, English, and was schooled in Italian and Spanish. The King once remarked, that he could speak Latin before he could speak his native Scots. Because of his linguistic capabilities, King James typically did not need a translator when conducting business with other heads of state. 

King James learned well and grew into a powerful man with a powerful pen. The Cambridge University press notes that the King's writings were among the most important and influential British writings of their period. 
KING JAMES BEGINS TO REIGN IN SCOTLAND. 

King James began to rule his native Scotland when he was 19 years old. A few years later, he took Anne of Denmark to be his queen. King James loved his wife and wrote beautiful poetry for her. Together they had nine children. Once, when the King and Queen were out hunting, Queen Anne accidentally killed the King's favorite hunting dog, Jewell. The Queen felt badly about this and the King bought her a gift to ease her mind of this incident. 

King James believed in the Divine Right of Kings and the monarch's duty to reign according to God's law and the public good. 
THE KING UNITES SCOTLAND AND ENGLAND. 

King James' great desire to be the first King of both Scotland and England.  This happened in 1603 upon the death of Queen Elizabeth. When he became the English King,  he had already been king of Scotland for 36 years. He was now known as King James VI of Scotland & I of England. 

The king played a masterly political game and kept his kingdom out of war. For the first time, there was peace during his reign--both with his subjects and foreign powers. 

THE KING HAD MANY ENEMIES. 

As a Scotsman ruling over the English, the King endured much racism and slander--especially from the once powerful English Lords and Ladies who he replaced with his Scottish countrymen. . 

The Catholic religion was also an enemy of King James. Papists (as King James called them) attempted to assassinate him a number of times. Most notably, in 1605 Roman Catholic Guy Fawkes attempted to blow up Parliament when the king was to have been present. The conspiracy was discovered and all co-conspirators were executed. This failed attempt is celebrated on November 5 in England each year and is known as Guy Fawkes Night. 

SUCCESS IN KINGSHIP. 

Despite his detractors, King James was a highly successful King. 

As a theater-lover, King James became a fan of --William Shakespeare, the playwright. Shakespeare's troop came to be known as  the King's Men. Shakespeare and the King held a special relationship as they both loved literature. Shakespeare even wrote his famous play, "Macbeth" specifically for King James. 

Another little recognized fact is that King James is the founding monarch of the United States. Under his reign, we have the first successful colonies planted on the American mainland--Virginia, Massachusetts, and Nova Scotia (Latin for New Scotland) in SE Canada. The King himself ordered, wrote and authorized the  Charter to settle the Colony of Virginia: 

"To make habitation...and to deduce a colony of sundry of our people into that part of America, commonly called Virginia...in propagating of Christian religion to such people as yet live in darkness...to bring a settled and quiet government."
CONTRIBUTION TO THE SPREAD OF RELIGION
Not only was King James the first monarch to unite Scotland, England and Ireland into Great Britain (as he liked to call it), but he commissioned what many consider to be the greatest piece of religious and literary work in the world--the Authorized King James Version of the Bible, aka the Authorized Version. King James gave his subjects the greatest gift he believed he could--the Holy Bible so that they could be saved and fed from the Word of God. 

PHYSICAL AILMENTS. 

Though King James had a life filled with accomplishments, he was a man acquainted with grief. He was a sickly man who had physical handicaps in his legs and a tongue that was too large for his mouth. As a result of his unsteady gait, the king had numerous falls, accidents and injuries. He suffered from crippling arthritis, abdominal colic, gout, inability to sleep, weak  limbs, nausea, frequent diarrhea, and kidney pain. Some believe that he may have had congenital diseases of the nervous system. Sometimes the pain was so great that the king became delirious. 

To add to his ill-health, the king suffered from depression from the loss of his beloved wife Queen Anne in 1619. She was preceded in death by their eldest son, Prince Henry in 1612. The King was no stranger to pain and sorrow. The sun set on King James the great monarch on March 27, 1625.  He was 59 years old when he died and was buried at Westminster Abbey. Unlike many Scottish monarchs, King James died in his bed at peace with his subjects and foreign countries. He also passed Royal power on, intact, to an adult son which was also quite unusual. 
James I
1. Who was James’ mother?
2. How old was James when he became King?
3. Why wasn’t it possible for him to become King right away?
4. Who raised James?
5. What subjects did he learn as he was educated?
6. How old was he when he finally got to rule Scotland?
7. Who was his wife?
8. What does “Divine right of Kings” mean?
9. Who died and left James to be King of England?
10. Who were two groups that were enemies to King James?
11. What Shakespearean play was written for King James?
12. What did King James do to make it easier for people to read the Bible?
13. What kind of ailments (sicknesses) did he have?
14. How was he affected by the death of his wife?
15. How old was he when he died?
