King Henry VIII 
Anne Boelyn
ANNE ENTERS THE PICTURE
In 1514, Henry VIII arranged marriage for his younger sister, Mary, to the aged king of France. Anne Boelyn accompanied the Tudor princess as a very young lady-in-waiting and she remained in France after the French king died and Mary Tudor returned home. Anne gained the subsequent honor of being educated under the watchful eye of the new French queen. This education had a uniquely French emphasis upon fashion and flirtation, though more intellectual skills were not neglected. Anne became an accomplished musician, singer and dancer. 

In 522, with war between England and France coming, Anne returned home. When she first caught Henry VIII's eye is unknown. He was originally attracted to her sister, Mary who came to court before Anne. She was the king's mistress in the early 1520s and, as a mark of favor, her father was elevated in social rank. Mary herself would leave court with the king's illegitimate son, as her reward. Anne learned much from her sister's example.

Anne's first years at court were spent in service to Henry VIII's first wife, Katharine of Aragon. She became quite popular among the younger men. She was not considered a great beauty; her sister was much more attractive. Some described Anne as plain and possessing two distinct flaws - a large mole on the side of her neck and an extra finger on her left hand. Such praise as she received focused on her style, her wit and charm; she was quick-tempered and spirited. Her most remarkable physical attributes were her large dark eyes and long black hair. 
AMBITIOUS ANNE PLAYS HARD TO GET

The king's attraction was focused upon her sharp and teasing manner, and her oft-stated unavailability. What he couldn't have, he wanted for all the more. This was especially difficult for a king used to having his own way in everything. Anne was also seriously involved with someone else, the son and heir of the earl of Northumberland; there were rumors of an engagement and declarations of true love. The king ordered his great minister, Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, to end the match. Wolsey did so, thus ensuring Percy's unhappy marriage to someone else. Henry's jealousy revealed the depth of his feelings, and Anne quite naturally thought - if she could not be an earl's wife, why not try for the crown of England? 

It is impossible to fully explain the mystery of attraction between two people. How Anne was able to capture and maintain the king's attention for such a long while, despite great obstacles and the constant presence of malicious gossip, cannot be explained.  For several years, he remained faithful to his feelings for Anne - and his attendant desire for a legitimate male heir. 
CAN ANNE PROVIDE AN HEIR?

 One cannot separate the king's desire for a son, indeed its very necessity, from his personal desire for Anne. The two interests merged perfectly. Henry had discovered the invalidity of his marriage to Katharine. Now it was possible to annul his marriage and secure his two fondest hopes - Anne's hand in marriage and the long-desired heir. 

Cardinal Wolsey had long advocated an English-French alliance. For that reason, he disliked the Spanish Katharine of Aragon. He now set about securing his monarch's annulment with the intention of marrying Henry to a French princess.  

Most people found it easier to hate Anne than to hate their monarch. As the king's desire for an annulment became the gossip of all Europe, she was roundly criticized and condemned. She was not popular at the English court either.  Katharine's had impressed the English court for three decades; her supporters were numerous, though not inclined to face the king's formidable wrath. In truth, Anne was sustained only by the king's affection and she knew his short temper. 

ANNE BOLE YN MAKES HER MOVE

Anne's position at the English court became steadily more prominent. There were at first little signs. The king would eat alone with her; she received expensive gifts; she began to dress in the most fashionable and expensive gowns; the king paid her gambling debts since Anne, like most courtiers, enjoyed cards and dice. 

The king had no desire to prejudice the pope against his case by flaunting a new love. But as the delays mounted, and rumors of his new love spread, Henry realized there was no purpose in hiding the truth. By 1530, Anne was openly honored by the king at court. She was accorded precedence over all other ladies, and she sat with the king at banquets and hunts while Katharine was virtually ignored. 
The pretense of his first marriage was allowed to continue; Katharine continued to personally mend his shirts and send him gifts and notes. But it was an difficult situation. 
Anne and Henry held a secret wedding.  Secret weddings were hardly uncommon at the Tudor court. If they had a secret ceremony and then Anne became pregnant a few months later and that made a second, unquestionably legitimate wedding necessary. 

 The king had his fondest wish within his grasp. Anne was pregnant with his long-awaited son, or so he thought, and this son must be legitimate. He could no longer wait upon the pope. Henry rejected the authority of Rome, created his own church and had his marriage to Katharine annulled. Henry and Anne married again in a small ceremony. But though they were now husband and wife, few recognized the fact. 

Her coronation was a lavish affair; the king spared no expense. But the people of London were noticeably unimpressed. They cried out 'HA! HA!' mockingly as tapestries decorated with Henry and Anne's entwined initials passed by.  Her coronation was yet another reminder of her complete dependency upon the king.

Anne enjoyed her triumph as best she could. 

Her sympathies lay with the movement now challenging the Catholic church; with Henry's rejection of the papacy and his creation of a new Church of England.   Anne knew that her marriage and future children would never be recognized as legitimate by Catholic Europe. She had to support the new church, otherwise she was no more than the king's mistress.
A NEW TUDOR CHILD
She entered confinement for the birth of her first child in August 1533. The child was born in September 1533. The physicians and astrologers had been mistaken; it was not a prince. But the healthy baby girl called Elizabeth was not the disappointment most assumed, nor did she immediately cause her mother's downfall. The birth had been very easy and quick.  The queen recovered quickly. Henry had every reason to believe that strong princes would follow. It was only when Anne miscarried two sons that he began to question the validity of his second marriage. 

Elizabeth's christening was a grand affair, though the king did not attend. This fact was much remarked-upon, but Henry confounded all by his continuing affection for Anne. He also promptly declared Elizabeth his heir, thus according her precedence over her 17 year old half-sister, Princess Mary. Anne could breathe a sigh of relief, recover, and become pregnant again. 

WHAT ABOUT MARY?

Immediately after Elizabeth's christening, Henry wrote to Mary and demanded that she relinquish her title of Princess of Wales.  He also demanded that she acknowledged  his new marriage and her half-sister. But Mary could be as obstinate as her mother; she refused. Enraged, Henry evicted Mary from her home.

Henry was infuriated and Anne encouraged the estrangement. Her daughter's status depended upon Mary remaining out of favor.  Anne proved herself a devoted mother. Soon after the birth, Elizabeth had to be moved from London, for purposes of health; London was rife with a variety of illnesses - sweating sickness, smallpox, and plague.  Both Henry and Anne visited their daughter often.  Mary was kept alone in her room. 

The conflict with Mary dominated a great deal of Henry and Anne's thoughts. In 1534, the king's new chief minister, Thomas Cromwell, went to visit Mary. He urged her to renounce her title and warned her that her behavior would lead to her ruin. Eventually, under threat of her life, she wrote the letter her father had long desired. 

SPARKS FLY BETWEEN MARY AND ANNE

Henry and Anne also tried a gentler course with Mary; their goal was to show that she had brought Henry's displeasure upon herself and that he and Anne were quite wiling  to receive her. At their next visit, Anne arranged to see Mary. She invited Mary to come to court and 'visit me as Queen.' Mary responded with a cruel insult - 'I know no Queen in England but my mother. But if you, Madam, as my father's mistress, will intercede for me with him, I should be grateful.' Anne did not lose her temper; she pointed out the absurdity of the request and repeated her offer. Mary then refused to answer and Anne left in a rage. From then on, she made no attempts to gain Mary's friendship. 

The problem with Mary highlights the difficult positions Anne and Elizabeth occupied in English politics.   Elizabeth, meanwhile, was too young to notice any of this. But such events helped cement the lifelong hatred Mary would have for her half-sister. 
Mary’s Spanish friends continued to spread rumors about Anne and Elizabeth, saying the infant princess was physically deformed and monstrous in appearance. To dispel this, in April 1534, Henry showed the naked infant to several continental ambassadors. In that same month, Anne announced she was once again pregnant. 

ANOTHER HEIR?

In September 1534, Anne miscarried a six-month-old fetus; it was old enough for features to be discerned - it was a boy. Henry was bitterly disappointed. Anne was likewise.

Henry had hoped to cement his relationship with Francis I by betrothing Elizabeth to Francis's son. After Anne suffered two miscarriages, as the French ambassador reported to Francis, the French king grew wary of such a betrothal. To him, it must have seemed that Anne's position was weakening; after all, Henry had dismissed one wife because she had no sons - would he do the same to Anne? And, if he did, then what good was a marriage to Elizabeth? 
MARRIAGE FAIL

This undoubtedly affected Anne mental and physical health.  They were occasionally not speaking and the effect was to increase her already-noticeable anxiety. In late 1534 Anne visited Elizabeth and Mary. Anne entered her daughter's rooms only to realize that the others had left her. They were paying court to Mary and remained with her until Anne had left.
A scandal occurred shortly thereafter which added further damage to Anne's reputation. Her sister, Mary, who had been Henry's mistress years before, married without her family or the king's permission. Because her new husband was poor, Mary's father was angry and cut off her allowance. She appealed to the king and Anne but they would not help. Mary did not attend court during Anne's reign, since her presence would have been an embarrassment for the king and queen.
Henry's health had begun to worsen. The first signs of the illness which would kill him appeared . Headaches became frequent and severe. The king was a hypochondriac. Now unable to indulge his love of sports, he instead indulged his fear of pain and illness. He was in his mid-forties and increasingly obese.   The continued lack of an heir and Anne's miscarriages must have reminded him of Katharine. How could it not? Like most of his contemporaries, the king blamed his wife when she did not conceive or carry to term. 

THE END OF ANNE

Anne became pregnant again. She lost that child as well, in January 1536; she was reported to have said, 'I have miscarried of my savior.' 

When her end came, it was rapid and unbelievable.   She knew Henry was dissatisfied with her but he maintained their lifestyle together. All the while, he was seeking the best way to destroy her. Katharine of Aragon died in January as well, just a few days before Anne's miscarriage. These events, taken together, pushed Henry into action. While Katharine lived, most of Europe, and many Englishmen, had regarded her as his rightful wife, not Anne. Now he was rid of Katharine; if he were to rid himself of Anne, he could marry again - and this third marriage would never be tainted. 

He had Anne arrested, charged with adultery, witchcraft, and incest; the charges were crazy and unfounded. Anne’s brother George was arrested as well. George’s wife, testified about an incestuous love affair. Whether anyone believed her was irrelevant. Henry VIII wanted Anne convicted and killed. 

Anne was tried by her peers; the main charge was adultery. No member of the nobility would help her. Poor Henry Percy, her first love, swooned during the trial and had to be carried from the room. A skilled swordsman was brought over from France for her execution. She was assured that there would be little pain; she replied, with typical spirit, 'I have heard that the executioner is very good. And I have a little neck.'

She met her fate with bravery and wit. She was brought to the scaffold at 8 o'clock in the morning on 19 May 1536. It was the first public execution of an English queen. Anne, who had defended herself so ably at her trial, chose her last words carefully: 

'Good Christian people, I am come hither to die, for according to the law 
and by the law I am judged to die, and therefore I will speak nothing against it. I am come hither to accuse no man, nor to speak anything of that, whereof I am accused and 
condemned to die, but I pray God save the king and send him long to reign over you, for a gentler nor a more merciful prince was there never: and to me he was ever a good, a gentle and sovereign lord. And if any person will meddle of my cause, I require them to judge the best. And thus I take my leave of the world and of you all, and I heartily desire you all to pray for me. O Lord have mercy on me, to God I commend my soul.' She was then blindfolded and knelt at the block. She 
repeated several times, 'To Jesus Christ I commend my soul; Lord Jesus receive my soul.' 

Henry waited impatiently to hear the Tower cannon mark Anne's death. He wished to marry Anne's lady-in-waiting, Jane Seymour. They wed ten days after the execution. 

Elizabeth was just three and a half when her mother died.  Anne was buried in an old arrow box since no coffin was provided. But the box was too short; her head was tucked beside her. 
Henry VIII: Anne Boleyn
1. How did Anne and King Henry meet?

2. What distinguishing physical features did she have?

3. What steps did Henry take to make sure Anne would not marry someone else?

4. What "political gains" (alliance) would Henry secure if he married Anne?

5. Why did Henry eventually feel pressure to marry Anne despite the Pope's delay in granting him a divorce from Katherine?

6. Why did Anne feel compelled to support Henry's new church?

7. When Elizabeth was born, what did Henry do to resolve the dilemma of who would succeed him?

8. What caused Mary to be evicted?

9. Describe the bad feeling between Anne Boelyn and Mary

10. How did the Spanish try to intervene?

11. What signs were present that Henry's health was failing?

12. How did Katherine's death affect Anne?

13. What crime was Anne charged with?
