King Henry VIII 
Katherine Parr
THE LAST YEARS OF HENRY

After the debacle of his fifth marriage to a girl thirty years his junior, Henry VIII found himself in a novel position. For the first time in his tangled marital career, a future wife was not waiting to be claimed. The king turned fifty-one the year Catherine Howard was executed; he was obese, often bedridden and in great pain. His moods grew dark and vengeful. 

The position of Queen was the greatest honor for an Englishwoman; but in the last years of Henry's reign, it was also the most dangerous honor. After being humiliated by Catherine Howard , Henry was determined his next wife would be faithful to him. 

WHO WOULD DARE TO BE NEXT?

There was an interesting clause in the decree which condemned Catherine Howard to death.  ‘To avoid doubts for the future', anyone who knew anything 'not pure' about the queen must reveal it - or be condemned for treason.   If the king chose to marry a woman whom he 'took to be a pure and clean maid' and she turned out to be otherwise, the charge of treason would apply to both the woman and 'all who knew it and did not reveal it'.  In other words, you must speak up - either before or after the royal marriage - or die. 

This new law was enough to frighten almost anyone. Who could be completely certain of a young woman's purity? 
When the king's eye turned favorably to Katherine Parr, thirty-one years old and twice-widowed, courtiers breathed a sigh of relief and her family could safely encourage the royal interest. After all, a widow need not prove her purity . 

WHO IS KATHERINE PARR?

Katharine Parr, had many other admirable qualities which attracted the king. She has the historical reputation of a scholar, but she was also a woman as dedicated to finery and amusements as any of Henry's previous wives. And though twice-widowed, she was still twenty years younger than the king. She was tall, vivacious and witty, with a kindly and sensible nature. 
While her second husband lingered on his deathbed , she knew she would finally free to make her own choices and with the youth to enjoy them. Soon enough, she had fallen in love with the charming Thomas Seymour, brother of the late Queen Jane.  Katherine looked to Seymour as her future husband, to a life of fulfillment rather than one of duty. Seymour, meanwhile, took note of the king's interest and wisely stepped back. 

HENRY CHOOSES KATHERINE

So Katharine Parr once again followed a dutiful course, entering into a third marriage with an older, sickly husband. But though she followed her duty, it was not an easy choice. She wrote to Seymour, 'As truly as God is God, my mind was fully bent.... to marry you before any man I know.'   She and Seymour parted with some promises for the future (after all, the king was ill and failing) and their feelings undiminished.   She and Henry were married in July 1543, with all the royal children present. 

The marriage was an immediate success.  She was the perfect companion and nursemaid; to his children, she was a loving stepmother.   When the king left for France on another expensive military campaign, Katharine  was made Regent of England. The only other wife accorded this honor had been Henry's first, Katharine of Aragon. 

Their marriage had its physical side as well. She would often sit with the king's sore leg in her lap. The king enjoyed her dancing and they both loved music. 

Henry’s  ulcerated leg had grew worse, and had the recurrent headaches.   The king's health began a decline in the spring of 1546. By the winter, he was dangerously ill.   She continued to nurse Henry, but was sent away to Greenwich Palace with Mary and Elizabeth for Christmas celebrations. She returned to London in January but never saw the king again. Henry VIII died in January 1547. 

THE DEATH OF HENRY VIII

After Henry's death, Thomas Seymour's elder brother Edward assumed the title Protector of the Kingdom, ruling in the name of his nine year old nephew. Katharine, meanwhile, married Thomas.  At thirty-five years old and childless through three previous marriages, Katharine Parr became pregnant.   She gave birth to a girl named Mary, but the happy occasion took a turn for the worse. She fell victim to puerperal sepsis, or 'childbed fever', which had also killed Queen Jane Seymour. She suffered painful delusions, able to dictate her will and final wishes. 

Katharine's Parr life was always one of duty and kindness. The great tragedy of her life was that, when finally able to marry for love, her happiness was all too brief. 
Henry VIII: Katherine Parr

 1. Describe Henry's health after the death of Katherine Howard.

 2. What steps did Henry take to prevent any future Queen from having a part that was "not pure?"
 3. Who was Thomas Seymour?
 4. What qualities did Katherine Parr have that made her a good choice of a wife for the King?
 5. What things did she do that made her the perfect wife (marriage) for the King?
 6. What happened to her after Henry's death?

