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The second son of James VI of Scotland and Anne of Denmark, Charles was born in Scotland in 1600. His father succeeded Queen Elizabeth I and came to the throne of England as King James I in 1603. 
He was placed in the care of Lord and Lady Fyvie until the age of four, then moved to England where he was brought up in the household of Sir Robert and Lady Carey. As a child, Charles suffered from weak ankle joints which slowed his physical development. He was also slow in learning to speak. 

He outgrew these defects, except for a slight stammer which he never overcame. His education was overseen by Thomas Murray, a Scottish Presbyterian.  Charles was a serious student who excelled at languages and divinity. 

Charles was overshadowed by his brilliant elder brother Prince Henry, but Henry died when Charles was 12 years old. Henry's death made Charles heir to the throne of England, Scotland and Ireland. By strength of will, he overcame his physical weaknesses to become a good horseman and huntsman. He developed tastes in the arts and applied himself to his religious devotions. He was instructed by his father King James in every aspect of ruling a kingdom. With a profound belief that Kings were appointed by God to rule by Divine Right, Charles succeeded as the second Stuart King of England in 1625. 
KING CHARLES AND TROUBLE WITH  PARLIAMENT

Charles came to the throne amid pressure from English Protestants for intervention against Spain and the Catholic powers in the religious wars raging in Europe (the Thirty Years War, 1618-48).

Charles fired his first two Parliaments because he would not support his war efforts, but he was forced to call a third because he needed funds to pursue his war-like policies. 
In 1628, Charles' opponents formulated the Petition of Right as a defense against the King's arbuse of his powers. Charles grudgingly accepted the Petition in the hope that Parliament would grant him more money, but in practice he ignored its provisions.
Parliament turned their attention to Charles' religious policy. He angrily dismissed his third Parliament in 1629, imprisoned several of his leading opponents, and declared his intention of ruling alone. 

Charles had made peace with Spain and France by 1630. Trade and commerce grew; the King's finances were stable by 1635. This enabled him to to build up the Royal Navy for England's defense. But without Parliament to grant legal taxes, Charles was obliged to raise income by obscure and highly unpopular means including loans, the sale of commercial monopolies and, most notoriously of all, “ship money,” which forced coastal towns to pay huge taxes for protection by the Royal Navy. 
RELIGIOUS TROUBLES

In religion, Charles favored an elaborate form of worship. He appointed William Laud Archbishop in 1633. Laud insisted upon strict compliance to the established practices of the Church and supported the King's Divine Right.  Most of the Laud’s sermons were interpreted by Puritans as being dangerously close to Roman Catholic practices.

The King's marriage to the French Catholic princess Henrietta Maria in 1625 had also caused disgust amongst English Protestants, particularly as she was allowed to practice her religion openly and freely.  Henrietta Maria's influence over the King and the royal children was regarded as part of an international Catholic conspiracy against the Protestant faith.

Charles’ religious policies turned Puritans against him.  In collaboration with Archbishop Laud, he insisted upon religious conformity across England, Scotland and Ireland. This went disastrously wrong when Laud’s Prayer Book was forced upon the Scotts in 1637, resulting in a rebellion and eventual war against the Scots.  Charles was forced to bring back Parliament in 1640 to finance this war
THE SHOWDOWN  WITH  PARLIAMENT

In November 1641, news of an Irish uprising reached London, provoking a crisis over whether King or Parliament should control the army that was needed to quell the rebellion.  Charles attempted to arrest the five members of Parliament regarded as his leading opponents, but instead the he was forced out of London. 
During the spring and summer of 1642, as King and Parliament appealed for the support of the nation and struggled to gain control of the armed forces, a violent confrontation became inevitable.  Ironically, the navy that Charles had built on the proceeds of Ship Money sided with Parliament. Having lost London to Parliament, Charles set up his military headquarters in the countryside. 
CIVIL WAR

Although he lacked military experience, Charles was courageous and developed strategic skills as the war went on. He personally commanded the army that outwitted and defeated the forces of Parliament.  But the Royalist war effort was hampered by arguments and jealousies amongst its senior officers, with Charles himself frequently indecisive. 
When the King attempted to bring government troops over from Catholic  Ireland, Parliament convinced the public to support them by raising fears of a Catholic conspiracy.  This led to the eventual defeat of the Charles Army.

Charles fled and went to Scotland rather than surrender to Parliament. He involved himself in plots in the hope of gaining military help from Ireland and France.  The Scots handed him over to Parliament for money in January 1647.
THE TRIAL OF KING CHARLES

After Charles attemptedto provoke a war with between England and Scotland (hoping to secure help from Scotland), Parliament put the King on trial in January 1649.  Charles was charged with high treason against the people of England. The King's trial opened on 20 January. He refused to answer the charges, saying that he did not recognize the authority of the High Court, but he was found guilty and sentenced to death on January 27,1649. The King was beheaded on January 30.
The King's execution shocked the whole of Europe. Charles' personal dignity during his trial and execution had won him much sympathy.  To this day, wreaths of remembrance are laid on the anniversary of King Charles' death at his statue at the site of his beheading.
Charles I

1.  Who was Charles’ father? 

2.  What happened to his brother Henry?  

3.  How did this effect Charles? 

4.  When did Charles become King? 

5.  When Charles became King, which nations were at war? 

6.  What did the “Petition of Right” say?  

7.  Did Charles follow this document? 

8.  In what ways was Charles forced to raise money to pay for his wars? 

9.  Who was William Laud?  

10. Why was he controversial? 
11. Why did people not like (object to) Charles’ wife? 

12. Why was there a rebellion in Scotland? 

13. How did the Irish rebellion cause trouble between Charles and Parliament? 

14. What caused Charles to flee London and form his own army? 

16. Even though his armies won many victories against Parliament’s forces, he still lost his struggle with them.  Why? 

17. Why did Parliament put him on trial? 

18. What did the King do to defend himself at his trial? 

19. What happened to him?
