HARD TIMES IN JAMESTOWN

In April 1607, three English ships commanded by Captain Christopher Newport arrived at Chesapeake Bay. After sailing 60 miles up what they dubbed the James River, the settlers founded "James Towne" on a peninsula. In June 1607, Newport returned to England for supplies and more colonists.

The settlers left behind were ill-equipped for survival. Many of them were "gentlemen" who considered themselves above building shelter and growing food. Then, as the summer progressed, the area around Jamestown turned into a swamp. Mosquitoes spread disease, and worms invaded the dwindling food supply. The men of Jamestown struggled for survival. 

Much of what we know about Jamestown comes from primary sources. Though often filled with prejudices, misunderstandings, opinions, and mistakes, primary sources are invaluable to historians.

George Percy, a Jamestown settler, wrote the passage at right in September 1607. Read it, then answer the questions.
Vocabulary:

famine: starvation; a severe shortage of food. 

fluxes: diarrhea. 

primary sources: accounts (including letters, diaries, and books) written by eyewitnesses.

Our men were destroyed with cruel diseases--as swellings, fluxes, burning fevers--and by wars, and some departed [died] suddenly; but, for the most part, they died of mere famine. There were never Englishmen left in a foreign country in such misery as we were in this new-discovered Virginia.... 

Our food was but a small can of barley, [soaked] in water, to five men a day. Our drink, cold water taken out of the river, which was at a [high tide] very salt[y], at a low tide full of slime and filth. [This] was the destruction of many of our men.... 

If it had not pleased God to have put a terror in the Savages' hearts, we [would have] all perished ... being in that weak state as we were, our men night and day groaning in every corner of the fort, most pitiful to hear. If there were any conscience in men, it would make their hearts to bleed to hear the pitiful murmurings and outcries of our sick men, without relief, every night and day, for the space of six weeks: some departing out of the world, many times three or four in a night.

QUESTIONS

1. On what landform was Jamestown established? --

2. Where were the settlers from? --

3. Why were some of the settlers ill-equipped for survival? --

4. According to Percy, what killed the most settlers? --

5. What was wrong with the water? --

6. How long did the worst of that period of misery last? --

7. Choose a phrase or sentence that you consider to be Percy's opinion. Why do you think so? --

8. Choose a phrase or sentence that you consider to be fact. Why do you think so? --

9. What does Percy mean when he says "it would make their hearts bleed"? --

10. Percy says that the Jamestown settlers were spared one cruel fate during this hard time. What was it? Why
