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Charles II, son of Charles I, became King of England in 1660 as a result of the Restoration Settlement. Charles ruled to 1685 and his reign is famous for the 1665 Great Plague that primarily affected London and the 1666 Great Fire of London.

 

Charles was born in 1630 in London. His formal education ended when the Civil War broke out in 1642 because his family having to move. In 1645, Charles, the heir to the Crown, had to flee England. He spent the next five years as a royal refugee in France and the Netherlands. 

 

Charles’ father was executed in January 1649.

 

In 1650, Charles landed in Scotland to lead a Presbyterian rebellion against the English government.  An army led by Oliver Cromwell defeated the Scots. This defeat forced Charles abroad again and it placed England very much under the control of Cromwell. Charles lived with his mother in Paris. 

 

Cromwell’s policies did not endear him to the English.  By the time of his death, Cromwell had created a society whereby you were either for Cromwell or against him – with little in between. Many celebrated his death and between 1658 and 1660, it became clear to the government that the restoration of the monarchy was of vital importance to English society.

The Restoration Settlement was passed in 1660. Charles promised liberty of conscience, a land settlement and back-pay for the army.  Parliament wanted to make it clear that they would not tolerate any similar behavior associated with Charles I. Charles II would not have needed reminding that his father had paid with his life as a result of taking on Parliament.

 

Charles landed in England 660. The Restoration was a highly popular event and contemporary writers record the celebrations that greeted Charles. 

 

Charles himself was too smart to get himself involved in similar political situations to his father.  He has a reputation for licentious behavior – in stark contrast to the era of the Puritans.

 

Most peoples’ perception of Charles II is of a man who wanted to enjoy having a good time – and there can be little doubt that Charles disappointed with regards to this - hence his nickname 'The Merry Monarch'.  He fathered fourteen illegitimate children.

 

 

Charles II died from a stroke on February 6th, 1685. 

 
